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ABSTRACT: 
This study focuses on structural racism and the socio-economic effects of gentrification within 

African American neighborhoods throughout San Francisco, California. In this instance, such 

neighborhoods include that of the Western Addition, and the Bay View Hunters Point.  The main 

goal of this report is to establish a positive correlation between gentrification, structural racism, 

and inequitable distribution of socio-economic resources to the African Americans population. 

This report analyzes the relationship between gentrification, displacement and community, socio-

economic disadvantages within the African American community, mainly as a result of structural 

racism.  The findings in this research study confirms that gentrification and displacement improves 

redeveloped neighborhoods; however, but at disturbing proportions, the effects of gentrification 

are known to be detrimental to the most vulnerable populations of people who are usually the 

targets and victims of the gentrification process (Florida, 2015).  In regards to this circumstance, 

this investigational study strives to identify credible policy recommendations as a catalysts for 

introducing policy initiatives and resolutions for the purposes of combating the adverse effects 

associated with the gentrification process.  
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION: 

 
 Gentrification in general, is the name of the processes in which the transformation of a 

localities’ goods, services and economic opportunities are invested into the in-migration of 

professional and managerial laborers, whom are more than often the reason of the displacement of 

underserved, vulnerable residents (Douglas, 2013).   From a critical perspective, gentrification is 

an imperative force that is associated with altering city-level outcomes and neighborhood 

dynamics that lead to harmful displacement of vulnerable residents, as well as the emotional 

disturbance of remaining residents of a neighborhood (Douglas, 213).  

 By tradition, gentrification is the leading cause of community disintegration, which is an 

unintended impact that portrayed as a dehumanization effect.   In any case, when gentrification 

occurs, communities abruptly disintegrate, and not surprisingly, the culminating consequences are 

increased crime rates, an absence of informal social control, a disconnection of social networks 

and a lack of social support arrangements (Kirk, 2010).  This means that gentrification is a critical, 

social determinant of community health.  

The vast majority of low to moderate-income households in San Francisco, California are 

living in gentrifying neighborhoods, which are soon to be confronted by an overall, drastic 

demographic change.  According to a University of California Berkeley study published in (2015), 

San Francisco has become the chosen, bedroom community for redeveloping neighborhoods, and 

for which, San Francisco, has historically been deemed a major hub for facilitating the 

gentrification of African American neighborhoods  (UC Berkeley, 2015); Therefore, we ask the 

question, what are citywide efforts to mitigate the gentrification and displacement of long-



5 
GENTRIFICATION AND DISPLACEMENT IN SAN FRANCISCO 
sustaining African American residents, confronted by the impeding, gentrification process.  Above 

all, this study attempts to understand  exactly what problems are associated with gentrification, 

and also how exactly does gentrification affect existing  African American Communities within 

San Francisco. 

San Francisco is disreputably known for its urban renewal efforts that ultimately 

diminished housing affordability, while uprooting and displacing thousands of African American 

residents from their homes and business establishments.   During the latter part of the 1960’s, San 

Francisco, instituted its first affordable housing and community development policies and 

procedures, necessary to accommodate an era of rapid economic and demographic changes to the 

locality (Rosen & Sullivan, 2014).  As a direct result of these inclusionary measures, the 

construction of large-scale commercial development projects sprang into action, piloting in drastic 

and devastating changes in land use planning, priorities and policies.  As a consequence to this 

action, the emerging problem of harmful displacement of low to moderate-income residents 

evolved and has persisted to present date.  In any event, we ask how gentrification affects long-

term African American residents of San Francisco; therefore, we’re seeking to learn how 

gentrification is perceived by long-term residents residing in transforming neighborhoods, 

throughout San Francisco.  

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION 

 

 
BACKGROUND AND HISTORY: 

Gentrification in the African American (black) Community: 
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 Over the past six decades, San Francisco has experienced the adverse impacts of an 

extensive history of gentrification and displacement, starting with urban renewal efforts of the 

Western Addition Neighborhood, for which such actions forcefully uprooted thousands of African 

American real estate and business owners from the city; consequently, San Francisco has an 

extensive history of displacement and gentrification of especially, minority neighborhoods.  From 

this adversity, gentrification has been depicted as the forceful displacement and destruction of 

thriving neighborhoods and communities; more importantly, African American surviving victims 

of gentrification has associated the end result of the transformation with widespread, chronic 

homelessness, structural unemployment, higher morbidity rates than usual (as a result of illnesses, 

injuries due to violent attacks, disease and the circulation of poisonous, controlled street 

substances) and the inequitable distribution of socio-economic resources to African American 

residents. With this being said, we are seeking to identify remedies and solutions necessary to 

mitigate the negative impacts of gentrification within the African American community and low-

income neighborhoods. 

 Gentrification in low-income neighborhoods within San Francisco, as evident by reports 

are being facilitated by way of privatizing federally assisted public housing units,  a process known 

as the Rental Assistance Demonstration Programs or just simply RAD; therefore, we ask,  what 

are the level and severity of gentrification detrimental impacts to public housing stock within San 

Francisco, California. 

The Purpose of This Study: 

The goal of this research study is to explore the perceived racial and inequitable consequences 

associated with gentrification, while identifying and collecting evidence by virtue of primary and 

secondary sources for the purposes of testing the research hypothesis, while validating the 
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existence of a positive correlation between gentrification and structural racialism in San Francisco, 

California. 

 

Main Research Questions and Sub-Questions: 

Research Question: 

 Does the gentrification process create structural racism in San Francisco? 

 Sub-questions: 

 

1. Does gentrification and displacement boost income levels of low-income residents living 

in gentrified neighborhoods? 

2. Does gentrification and displacement create socio-economic opportunities in low-income 

African American Neighborhoods?  

3. What changes to the low-income community is facilitated by gentrification and 

displacement? 

 

Research Hypothesis:  

 If there were gentrified-led investments streaming into African American low-income 

communities, then structural, racism would not be the result of gentrification and the gentrification 

process. 
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Research Assumptions: 

Main assumption: 

Gentrification and displacement is the leading cause of African American homelessness and 

quality of life issues within San Francisco, California. 

 Sub-assumptions: 

1. San Francisco is confronted by the most chronic housing crisis as a result of excessively 

high rents, the over population of market rate housing units, evictions, and a lack of 

tenant protections, affordable housing production, and inequitable access to soci-

economic resources. 

 The city should Increase the production of affordable housing, by drafting and passing 

city legislation that focuses on tenant protections. As well, the city should allow for the 

diversification of economic resources, earmarked for the purposes of decreasing the occurrence 

of displacement rates as a result of the gentrification process within San Francisco. 

1. The City and County of San Francisco should purchase large quantities of city owned 

property and reserve it for entering into development agreements with local, African 

American Community Housing Development Corporations, to ensure that African 

Americans have equal access to affordable housing units, as well as equal access to 

employment opportunities. 
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Internal and External Validity 

 

One limit to internal validity is that structural racism may have existed in San Francisco’s City 

Governance before the onset of gentrification.   In regards to external validity, this research study 

fosters validity with other localities confronted with similar impacts of gentrification.  

 

 

 

Scope and Limitations of the Study: 

 The scope of the research is to identify and survey at random, 24 local officials and neighborhood 

residents to learn about the effects and ramifications of the gentrification process presently occurring in 

African American neighborhoods in San Francisco, on a citywide scale.  This study will interview a diverse 

group of important stakeholders, necessary to identify barriers to racial equality that prevents African 

American gentrification victims from accomplishing economic stability.   As well, the study also has the 

goal of establishing base line data in different disparity areas associated with the gentrification process.  

Furthermore, there will be a total of five in-depth interviews with respondents employed with the City 

and County of San Francisco, and as well as those employed with a nonprofit housing and economic 

development corporation. Thereby, the interviews will focus on questions specific to the effects of 

gentrification in the African American community and low-income neighborhoods.  Further deploying, the 

study will conduct twenty-four surveys within two progressively, gentrifying African American 

neighborhoods within San Francisco, for the purposes of seeking to learn how gentrification and the 

gentrification process is perceived, in regards to structural racialism patterns and practices.   
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 We are also seeking to learn of the macro-social changes, problems, policies and politics 

developing in San Francisco, and throughout gentrifying neighborhoods as a result of the 

gentrification transforming process. In this regards, the goal is to identify special vulnerabilities 

that are susceptible to such macro-social changes, problems and practices. 

CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW 

Introduction: 

Gentrification Defined:  

 Gentrification is defined as a racial and class reconfiguration of African American 

Communities and communities of color. These are chosen neighborhoods for the gentrification 

process, because they present a historical pattern of disinvestment and abandonment (Justa::Just 

Cause, 2015).  Additionally, Justa::Just Cause, argues the notion that gentrification is powered 

by private developers, property owners, businesses, corporations, and for which, the practice of 

gentrification is fully supported through a governmental process which facilitates the 

displacement of low-income residents (Justa::Just Cause, 2015).  

 Gentrification also targets geographic locations that are usually in areas where the cost of real 

estate is inexpensive, and the location has the potential to generate a profit (Justa::Just Cause, 

2015).  As asserted by Sheppard, gentrification is depicted by many critics as an expected 

consequence of dealing with aging housing stock (Sheppard, 2015). Furthermore, Biro (2008), 

describes gentrification as a practice that physically refurbishes housing and retail in a select 
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area, necessary for the purposes of increasing property values, while establishing high profile 

eateries and stores, with the ambition of attracting more affluent residents (Biro, 2008). 

Although the definitions given for gentrification by the authors mentioned above present 

similarities and differences, yet the assertions they advanced are premised on economic point of 

views that have been validated by the vast majority of socio-political scholars regionally, and in 

my opinion, all three definitions accurately describe the significance of gentrification. 

The Process of Gentrification: 

A review of various literature has suggested that the process of gentrification revolves around a 

political and social realm.    Kennedy & Leonard (2001) points out that cities across the U.S. 

are undergoing the process of gentrification in various disguises, altering stages and intensities.  

They also assert the notion that the gamification process occurs in urban localities that 

demonstrate housing market shortages, and for which the process is targeted at specific 

demographic neighborhoods.   

Kennedy & Leonard (2001) states that gentrification also targets affluent economies such as San 

Francisco, California, where it stratifies and alters the characteristic and demographic 

segmentation of neighborhoods in the extent of a few months. These authors assert that such an 

instance as mentioned above, is more notably known as rapid gentrification.  More than often, 

rapid gentrification is the force that usually targets African American neighborhoods and low-

income communities, and for which the result of this action is the formation of a racial divide, 
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or patterns of racial segregation (Clark, 1991).  Douglas (2013), points out that the gentrification 

process consists of the purchasing of real estate by rich developers for the purpose of housing 

affluent households and wealthy commercial tenants.  

Voorhees (2015) defines the process of gentrification as the displacement of low-income 

households by rising rents and living expenses, resulting from an inflow of higher income 

households moving into a community.  As Voorhees (2015) states above, the displacement of 

lower income households is a consequence of rising rents for commercial space, rental housing, 

and increases in property value.  Emphasizing basic assumptions on the process of gentrification 

leads to convincing evidence that will allow one I to believe that the actual gentrification process 

involves more than what the authors above mentioned; therefore, it is more convincing that the 

process of gentrification is the legacy of Jim Crow, and more importantly, such a process 

promotes and advances racial oppression within African American communities and 

communities of color through weapons of white terror.  

Understanding the Impacts of Gentrification and Displacement: 

In the article “Dimensions of Gentrification in a Tourist City”, the authors, Bures & Cain (2008) 

focus on a case study in Charleston South Caroline, in which they examined the impact of 

gentrification, displacement and preservation. They assert that gentrification facilitates a 

trajectory of increased economic activity, especially in the housing market (Bures & Cain, 

2008).  In contrast to this assumption, Shaw (2008), supports the notion that gentrification is a 

vehicle for facilitating the renovation process, while simultaneously enriching the property tax 
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base for select, local governments. Tighe (2015) argues the notion that a widespread 

consequence of gentrification is shifts in local, political representation and bending socio-

political patterns that erodes political engagement of long-term residents, and for which the 

adverse impact is a loss of political representation, and a disconnect of social cohesion and 

socio-political networks.  Pada (2015), emphasizes that gentrification transforms urban 

environments into cultural centers complete with new forms of diversity and cultural class.  

In an article titled Gentrification, Displacement, and the Role of Public Investment, the author 

contends that gentrification in the form of mixed-income developments displace very low-

income African American residents, and people of color living in poverty, rather than promoting 

their socio-economic status (Zuk, 2015).  Institute for Children and Poverty (2009), contends 

that gentrification results in a high incident of family homelessness, and it directly linked to 

exacerbating the condition into a chronic state.  Diskin (2006), explains that gentrification 

doesn’t promote social benefits for low-income resident; instead, it is the imperative force that 

promotes job loss, segregation, and increased homelessness.  National Environmental Justice 

Advisory Council (2006) states that African Americans and people of color are confronted by 

social challenges when they attempt to secure newly redeveloped housing within their 

communities once gentrification has occurred and a demographic shift has become prevalent.  

A consequent of gentrification is displacement (Zuk, 2015).  In the 1950s and 1960s, the Federal 

Urban Renewal Program forcefully displaced African American Communities and low-income 

populations within urban cores across the U.S. (Zuk, 2015). Grier & Grier (1978), asserts the 
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notion that displacement is demonstrated when households are forced to relocate from their 

residence by public action as a direct result of the immediate, environmental surrounding being 

capable of negatively affecting the occupied dwelling and members of the household (Zuk, 

2015).  Vigdor (2007), emphasizes the basic assumption that gentrification is injurious to 

vulnerable populations and low-income residents, since it causes a reduction in employment 

opportunities, and the quality of local public services (Vigdor, 2007). 

Gentrification and Neighborhood Change: 

Maurrassee (2008), discusses how gentrification and displacement alters the socio-economic 

opportunities of low-income residents living in gentrifying neighborhoods. Maurrassee (2008) 

promotes the perception that gentrification is intimidating and threating to many urban 

communities, since it regrettably diminishes access to employment opportunities for low-

income residents. A side from that, evidence has shown that an absence of diverse, sheltered 

employment opportunities for low-income individuals, increases a worldwide gap in income 

and wealth (Maurrassee, 2008). Laub (2010), explains that neighborhood change evolve due to 

demographic shift in populations, as a result of out-migration of long-term residents.  As Laub 

(2010) explains, such demographic changes facilitates the formation of informal social controls 

and widespread disconnect of social networks.  Atkinson (20002), explains that gentrification 

impacts poor neighborhoods through increases in rental housing cost, and the alteration of social 

policy framework in such surrounding areas.   
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CHAPTER 3: RESEARCH METHODS 

 

The purpose of this research study is to establish a positive correlation between 

gentrification, displacement and structural racism in Sa Francisco, while measuring the 

effectiveness of the gentrification process in African American communities and communities of 

color. On the basis of these findings, this report will make recommendations on alternative policy 

solutions that are capable of abating the negative trends associated with gentrification, and the 

gentrification process.  

The goal of this research is mostly to examine the impacts to African American 

neighborhoods and victims of gentrification from a community socio-economic development 

perspective. The objective of this study is to determine what kind of negative impacts and potential 

threats of bias gentrification poses to African American residents of San Francisco.  This research 

study will also examine the past performances and present capabilities that gentrification has the 

potential to promote.  This report will argue convincingly that gentrification promotes structural 

racism, and creates social effects that are debilitating to African American residents and vulnerable 

populations.  In practice, this study will be conducted as a correlational research design study that 

utilizes a mixed-methods research approach by way of employing both quantitative and qualitative 

research methods. The data collection techniques deployed for this study shall consist of 

quantitative and qualitative research methods.  In this circumstance, data gathering techniques in 
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regards to qualitative research methods shall consist of, in-depth interviews, focus and committee 

group informational and public hearing sessions. Furthermore, the assistance of field notes, will 

also be relied upon to complete this study.  The quantitative data analysis shall consist of analyzing 

the responses of structure and unstructured questionnaires and surveys. 

Qualitative Data: 

This research is aimed to measure descriptive information, attitudes and perceptions held 

towards the effects of gentrification and displacement in San Francisco.  By this, evidenced will 

be collected from in-depth interviews, focus group meetings and committee group hearings on the 

topic of gentrification in San Francisco;  furthermore, gentrification and displacement assertions 

and opinions  will be assessed in terms of measuring the responses deriving from unstructured  

interviews and survey responses from  important San Franciscan stakeholders.    

 

Quantitative Data: 

This research will measure a broad range of responses generated from interview 

questionnaires and surveys completed by important stakeholders.  For this study, the population 

parameter shall include public housing residents, residents of temporary homeless shelters, formal 

residents of gentrified neighborhoods, and current residents of neighborhoods currently 

undergoing the process of gentrification.  Within this parameter includes other important 

stakeholders employed with the City and County of San Francisco, as well as Community Housing 

Partnership, a private nonprofit housing development corporation. 
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Research Question:  

 Have gentrification, or the gentrification process in San Francisco resulted in an expansion 

of socio-economic equity for African American residents living in gentrified neighborhoods? The 

research question was drafted in that perspective, necessary to assess the efficient and effectiveness 

of gentrification and displacement in terms of the inequitable distribution of socio-economic 

capital to present and prior African American residents residing in transforming neighborhoods. 

While numerous studies have shown that gentrification and displacement is depicted as a negative 

force that creates structural racism in   practices, policies, and procedures, which in tune is the 

inspiring  force of inequitable distribution of socio-economic benefits, and the lack of the creation 

of social partnerships with low-income and vulnerable populations residing in such 

neighborhoods. 

 

 

Sub-question: 

1. Does gentrification and displacement boost income levels of African American residents 

living in gentrified neighborhoods? 

2. Does gentrification and displacement create socio-economic opportunities in low-income        

neighborhoods?  

4. Does gentrification create housing opportunities for low-income residents? 

5. What changes to the low-income community is facilitated by gentrification and 

displacement? 

6. Does gentrification creates African American chronic homelessness? 
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7. Does gentrification create structural unemployment? 

8. Is displacement a negative outcome of gentrification? 

9. Does gentrification creates gaps in income and wealth? 

10. Does rapid gentrification targets African American neighborhoods 

disproportionately? 

11.  How does the process of gentrification in San Francisco, affect racial groups differently? 

12. Are there any racially, differential impacts of gentrification that has been acknowledged by 

locally elected and appointed officials? 

13. Does gentrification expand socio-economic benefits to African American residents 

14. What are the quality of life standards for African American Residents in San 
Francisco? 

15. Who are "gentrifying agents within the City and County of San Francisco? 

 

16. Identify different racial groups that have been displaced by the gentrification process at different 
rates from their neighborhoods and the City and County of San Francisco? 
  

17. How does the process of gentrification affect African Americans and people of color 
residing in pre-gentrified neighborhoods, and neighborhoods that have already been 
gentrified? 

 

Research Assumptions: 

Main assumption: 

Gentrification and displacement is the leading cause of homelessness and quality of life issues 

for African American Residents. 

 Sub-assumptions: 
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2. San Francisco is confronted by the most serious housing crisis as a result of excessively 

high rents, the over population of market rate housing units, evictions,  and a lack of 

tenant protections, affordable housing production, and inequitable access to socio-

economic resources. 

 The city should Increase the production of affordable housing, by drafting and passing 

city legislation that focuses on tenant protections. As well, the city should allow for the 

diversification of economic resources, earmarked for the purposes of decreasing the occurrences 

of gentrification and displacement rates within San Francisco. 

  

2. The City and County of San Francisco should purchase large quantities of city land and 

reserve it for nonprofit developers to build affordable housing units. 

3. The city should enter into development agreements with local, community housing 

development corporations. 

Research Hypothesis: 

 If there were gentrified-led investments streaming into African American low-income 

communities, then gentrification would not be the result of structural racism.   The research 

hypothesis supports the study by identifying a solution to the profound, social forces of 

gentrification. The basic concept of this hypothesis supports the realities that a continuing 

framework of well-institutionalized racism which exists in the constructs of gentrification in San 

Francisco. 
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Dependent and Independent Variable: 

In this study, the dependent variable is gentrification, since it will ultimately determine the effects 

associated with the gentrification process.  The independent variable of this study holds a 

compelling importance to the spatial dynamics and social life of low-income residents and 

vulnerable populations residing within gentrified communities within San Francisco.  The 

independent variable for this study is structural racism which is associated with the gentrification 

process; therefore, the dependent variables are acknowledged to be the negative effects which 

generate the internal forces that will ultimately control the disproportionate distributions of socio-

economic resources to African American residents and low-income residents of San Francisco.  

Operational Definition: 

 Gentrification:   

Gentrification is defined as the process when wealthy people move into a low-income 

neighborhood for the purposes of displacing the existing, long-term residents. It is also described 

as the process of revitalization and the construction of newly developed private and commercial 

real estate in low to moderate-income neighborhoods. 

 Displacement:  

Displacement is defined as the act or process of being displaced.  It is also defined as the 

shifting of intended targets within a community.   
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People of color 

People who are non-white and people who are non-black, they are such people as Asians, Latinos 

bi-racial people, people with mixed-race ancestry.  They are people who have experiences with 

white racism, but not as severe as African Americans have experienced in historical or present 

times. 

Structural Unemployment:  

A longer-lasting form of unemployment caused by fundamental shifts in an economic 

 

 Gentrify: 

To change an old neighborhood and displace its residents for the purpose of improving 

neighborhood conditions.  

 

Data Collection Process Overview: 

Methods: 

The data collection methods for this study shall consist of document reviews,  surveys, interviews 

and focus group facilitations.  The document reviews will consist of appraising scholarly articles 

and primary and secondary documentary evidence. In an unobtrusive manner, Study observations 

shall comprise of observing two historically, African American neighborhoods currently 

undergoing the gentrification process in San Francisco.  Also, the circulation of twenty-four 

surveys will be administrated in the greater San Francisco area.  Sample participants will be 
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selected at random, and such respondents will be informed of their rights to participate in the study, 

and they will also be informed of their right to remain anonymous.   

Primary Data: 

To facilitation the completion of this study, primary data was collected from Mayor’s Office of 

Housing and Community Development, San Francisco Unified School District, Man Power 

Government Solutions, Community Housing Partnership, and the Shelter Monitoring Committee.  

Unstructured interviews were conducted with James Tracy, Brett Berning, Kevin Ian Kitchingham, 

Dr. Manuel, Nathan Vigil, Ms. Linda, and Karl Rucker. In addition to that, twenty-four surveys 

were randomly administrated in the greater San Francisco area, and responses from all twenty-four 

such surveys were received.  

Secondary Data: 

Quantitative data consisting of questionnaire responses and interview responses were collected, 

complied and analyzed with the assistance of a rating scale defined as a Likert scale.  

 

CHAPTER 4: RESULTS AND FINDINGS: 

Objectives:  

 In this chapter, we aim to answer the research question: Does the gentrification process create 

structural racism in San Francisco? In order to answer these questions appropriately, this chapter 

will explore the following sub-questions:  

 

1. Does gentrification and displacement increase income levels of African American 

residents living in gentrified neighborhoods? 



23 
GENTRIFICATION AND DISPLACEMENT IN SAN FRANCISCO 

2. Does gentrification and displacement create socio-economic opportunities in low-income 

neighborhoods?  

3. Does gentrification create housing opportunities for low-income residents? 

4. What changes to the low-income community is facilitated by gentrification and 

displacement? 

5. Does gentrification creates African American chronic homelessness? 

6. Does gentrification create structural unemployment? 

7. Is displacement a negative outcome of gentrification? 

8. Does gentrification creates gaps in income and wealth? 

9. Does rapid gentrification targets African American neighborhoods disproportionately? 

10.  How does the process of gentrification in San Francisco, affect racial groups differently? 

11. Are there any racially, differential impacts of gentrification that has been acknowledged by 

locally elected and appointed officials? 

12. Does gentrification expand socio-economic benefits to African American residents 

13. What are the quality of life standards for African American Residents in San Francisco? 
14. Who are "gentrifying agents within the City and County of San Francisco? 

 

15. Identify different racial groups that have been displaced by the gentrification process at different 
rates from their neighborhoods and the City and County of San Francisco? 
  

16. How does the process of gentrification affect African Americans and people of color 
residing in pre-gentrified neighborhoods, and neighborhoods that have already been 
gentrified? 
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Understanding Gentrification in San Francisco: 

Interview with Mr. James Tracy, (CHP) Director of Community Organizing and 
Resident Engagement (CORE) 
 
An unstructured telephone interview was conducted with James Tracy, (CHP) Director of 

Community Organizing and Resident Engagement (CORE), who spoke on behalf of 

DARA Popin, Executive Director of Community Housing Partnership. Listed below are 

the unstructured interview questions and the actual responses James Tracy wrote down on 

the questionnaire during this interview. 

 

1.  What are the quality of life standards for African American Residents in San 
Francisco? 
 
  

You can define 'standards' either by 'how things are done' or 'how things should 

be done.' In the first case, the standards would be pretty poor. The AA population 

of SF is down between 3-6% in a town that once had pretty sustainable Black 

communities. About 80% of the police shootings are done to black men. The sad 

part is that San Francisco, a city that really wants to see itself as progressive suffers 

from similar disparities between black and non-black populations in most areas-

education, healthcare, unequal development, toxics.   

1.  

Research Analysis Response:   

James Tracy’s interpretation of the quality of life standards of African American 

residents in San Francisco, confirms that structural racism is the determinant 

forces of the gentrification process in San Francisco, and its activities are 
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facilitated through the constructions of various disguises and unconstitutional 

scenarios.   

2. How does the process of gentrification affect African Americans and people of 
color residing in pre-gentrified neighborhoods, and neighborhoods that have 
already been gentrified? 
 
  

This is a really complicated question. Right now, there are no pre-gentrified 

neighborhoods in San Francisco. They are all in various stages of gentrification (I 

prefer to use the term displacement cycle b/c gentrification isn't exact enough 

anymore). In the way I understand the economy of most cities, disinvestment and 

disrepair are the first stages of this. So "pre" displacement means that those who live 

there normally have to live through disinvestment (bad schools, roads, food deserts, 

abandoned buildings, etc.) for a long time, while developers buy up cheap property to 

warehouse it for future use--i.e. flipping and hyper development.  

Research Analysis Response:   

Leading from the responses of question 2, gentrification is nothing more but then 

a start-up process, better known as pre-gentrification, which is the activity that 

accelerates the neglect of schools, buildings, and roads.  Pre-gentrification is also 

the inspiration of the establishment of food desserts.  From this perspective the 

inference strongly supports the notion that pre-gentrification tramples on the 

social protections of African American residents, while changing and impacting 

the environment of the neighborhood. 
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3. How does the process of gentrification in San Francisco, affect racial groups 
differently? 
  

I'm going to answer your question in terms of racial groups within the working-class 

as that is the best comparison for this. I'm also going to answer it in terms of the last 

phase of all-mass displacement. When communities are displaced in-masse only a 

small portion actually remains in San Francisco. Those who do, do so by one or two 

strategies: finding subsidized housing (long waiting lists) which often requires either 

shelter stay or couch surfing; or cramming into very crowded situations. So in very 

broad strokes, I would say that the Black and Latino communities tend to resettle in 

the working-class suburbs while white and Asian ones tend to resettle closer to SF. 

Very big generalization with many exceptions and many people just leaving the area 

altogether. The Eviction Defense Collaborative has a great report on their website 

which gives a little more of a nuanced and statistical sense of this. So does Just 

Cause/Causa Justa.  

Research Analysis Response:   

Social change has taken place in San Francisco that has resulted in the mass 

displacement of working class African American residents and Latino residents at 

alarming rates.  It is the case that such populations are on the verge of mass-

displacement from the city.  Among the most important changes are that the very 

poor can sustain their residence in San Francisco, if and only if the availability of 

federally assisted housing opportunities become available, and they are selected 

to participate in such housing programs. 
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4. Identify any racially, differential impacts of gentrification that have been 
acknowledged by locally elected and appointed officials? 
  

Yeah, everyone. There was even a Taskforce on Black Outmigration. But 

building up the political will do anything about it is another thing. 

Research Analysis Response:   

From this perspective, gentrification has established a vision of bad performance 

in the issues of equality and community sustainability of African American 

residents. Therefore, the public consciousness of the reality of gentrification and 

the gentrification process can be depicted as a process of change through dirty 

politics. It appears that African American residents are the usual targets for 

ousting prior to the full transformation of gentrification.  In this regards, 

gentrification is a negative externality that personalizes acute poverty and 

displacement according to race. 

5. Who do you consider to be "gentrifying agents within the City and County 

of San Francisco? 

 Income inequality mainly. As long as a small portion of the population can 

outbid everyone else for scarce housing you get this mess. That's secondary to 

whether or not there is a Tech Industry driving it.  

Research Analysis Response:   

Gentrifying agents is the inability to afford to live in San Francisco, as well as the tech 

companies, since they are facilitating the gentrification process in the city. 
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6. What notable tactics have been utilized by gentrifying agents to initiate and 

facilitate pro-gentrification policies and procedures within the City and 

County of San Francisco? 

 I'll refer you to my book on this one. I'll drop it by tomorrow 

Research Analysis Response:   

The tactics associated with facilitating the gentrification process involves a 

procedural pattern of structural racists’ practices.  

7. Identify any different racial groups that have been displaced by the 

gentrification process at different rates from their neighborhoods and the 

City and County of San Francisco? 

For this, just look at the Census and the Census updates from 1950-2010. It's all 

there.  

Research Analysis Response:   

The Census updates from 1950-2010, provides convincing evidence to support the 

belief that the African American residential population has decreased from within 

San Francisco, at alarming rates.  The social reality of such findings demonstrates 

a measurable impact that is comparable to that of an exodus of African Americans 

from San Francisco.  

 
8. At the local level identify any notable, racial aspects associated with 

gentrification or the gentrification process that has resulted in citywide trends? 
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Displacement sharpens white fears. People call the cops. That can often result in 

death. So while gentrification impacts all working-class renters, it has additional 

consequences for (people of color) POC. 

Research Analysis Response:   

In emphasizing basic assumptions, the response as given can be interpreted to 

mean that citywide trends associated with gang violence, homicides and turf wars 

results in some people calling the police, and as a direct of such actions, they flee 

in fear of retaliation from their competing  aggressors. With the presents of more 

police interaction in pre-gentrified neighborhoods, white people are more often 

less fearful of being confronted by various forces of disagreements within the 

communities they are gentrifying and residing as a whole.  

 

9. Identify any aspects associated with gentrification that has impacted the 

public health of African American residents in San Francisco? 

 

 Study after study links poor health outcomes to poor housing inputs. So if your 

group receives constantly crappy housing, the health impacts will be similarly 

disparate.  

Research Analysis Response:   

From a critical perspective, the social costs associated with the gentrification process 

is changing, spatial inequalities and perceived threats from gentrifies. To understand 
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the rational for this process, it is necessary to first realize that the negative factors 

associated with gentrification and the gentrification process is abrupt displacement 

from within neighborhoods and communities.  When abrupt displacement occurs, 

households are forced to secure housing that is below par, and such housing standards 

are the social determinants of health. 

 

10. Explain how gentrification has restructured the social politics of San Francisco? 

San Francisco has become more conservative in many ways, however we still 

see interesting protest and electoral upsurges indicating that people aren't just 

letting this happen to them, and organizing.  

Research Analysis Response:   

The quality of life African Americans and vulnerable populations of San 

Francisco is very poor in quality; however, such populations of people are capable 

of voicing their opinions and concerns.  The inference here is that San Francisco, 

is indeed a conservative community, but with that being said, it is the case that the 

population that is the least likely to affordable to live in San Francisco has 

managed to have their opinions heard.  

11. Please explain social costs and local benefits of gentrification and the 

gentrification process? 

 Beyond increased City coffers, there are few long-term benefits, At least no 

benefits which outweigh the loss of working-class people, POC, artists and 

immigrants.  
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Research Analysis Response:   

The social costs of gentrification are the displacement of long-term residents, and 

the at-risk and vulnerable populations.  In contrast to that notion, there is hardly, 

if any long-term benefits associated with gentrification, since it occurs in phases.  

Interview with Western Addition resident Thomas Jones, an occupant of Friendship Village, 

a federally subsidized housing development complex 

 

1. What are the quality of life standards for African American residents in San Francisco? 
 
  

Dilapidation and destitution are the primary leading sources of the quality of life 

for African American residents in SF. 

     

Research Analysis Response:  

Preceding from the response given above, one can assume that poor housing 

conditions, and quality of life issues have been interlinked with the activities of 

the gentrification process for an extent of time.   In some circumstances, that is 

actually the case, given that dilapidation and destitution have been associated with 

long-standing quality of life issues, as well as the gentrification process regionally, 

for over an extent of several decades within San Francisco alone.  Therefore, the 

interpretation mentioned above is well aware of the extensive history associate 

with the invention of gentrification and the gentrification consequence. 
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2. How does the process of gentrification affect African Americans and people of color 

residing in pre-gentrified neighborhoods, and neighborhoods that have already been 

gentrified? 

 

Its leaves us incapacitated by fear of what’s going to happen next. 

Research Analysis Response:   

The critical functions of the gentrification process is capable of creating large-

scale, substantive moral issues, which are cause for concern for victims of 

gentrification, since such issues can result in great bodily harm or even death.  As 

is often the case, gentrification is associated with the dynamics of alienating racist 

relations. 

3. How does the process of gentrification in San Francisco, affect racial groups 

differently? It doesn’t affect other races in the same way as African Americans. 

 Research Analysis Response:   

From this perspective, the process of gentrification deliberately targets African 

Americans for expulsion from the city, exclusively as a result of their race; whereas, 

people of color do not have similar experiences to that of African Americans, in 

regards to displacement and the gentrification process.   

4. Identify any racially, differential impacts of gentrification that have been acknowledged 
by locally elected and appointed officials? 
  

Misuse of grants and bills being pass without full disclosure to the individuals who 
life it will impact the most. 
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 Research Analysis Response:   

This response supports the notion that is a hidden-agenda concept affiliated with 

gentrification, and as well as the gentrification process. The interpretation of the 

response mentioned above supports the notion that public consciousness is aware that 

gentrification is guilty of excess. 

 

5. Who do you consider to be "gentrifying agents within the City and County of San 
Francisco? 
  

                   HUD, private corporations, and the state  

 Research Analysis Response:   

The social pathway of gentrification in the past and more notably this present day has 

been facilitated by the sponsorship of government and private corporations, which has 

created economic barriers, necessary to shield the gentrification process from all other 

interested parties outside of the mentioned social realm.  

6. What notable tactics have been utilized by gentrifying agents to initiate and facilitate pro-
gentrification policies and procedures within the City and County of San Francisco? 
  

                    Rush job without full disclosure 

      Research Analysis Response: 

As stated above, a “rush job without full disclosure” such in the case of 

gentrification is, can be depicted as facilitating the gentrification process, while 

failing to mobilize community residents and resources, necessary for such 

populations to return back to the gentrified community. 
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7. Identify any different racial groups that have been displaced by the gentrification 

process at different rates from their neighborhoods and the City and County of 

San Francisco? 

African-Americans have been displace more rapidly and intensely than any other 

racial group displaced in San Francisco, by the gentrification process. 

 

      Research Analysis Response: 

8. The response provided by above is very convinced that the gentrification process 

disproportionately targets African-Americans for displacement as oppose to other 

racial groups.  

 At the local level identify any notable, racial aspects associated with gentrification or 

the gentrification process that has resulted in citywide trends?  

             After relocation they never move the same race back in their same house. 

      Research Analysis Response: 

This response is supportive of the notion that the goal of the gentrification process in 

San Francisco, may have a hidden agenda. 

Access to Socio-Economic Resources: 

In an interview with Dr. Manuel, the acting Director of Rahil Weill Child Development 

Center, an after school program adjoined to Rose Parks Elementary School, which is one of 

ten federally mandated black schools in San Francisco, that was interpreted by the United 
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States Supreme Court (Clarence Thomas ruling) to perpetuate for black children, has also 

experienced the impact of gentrification and structural racism. 

When I asked Dr. Manuel how gentrification has impacted San Francisco Unified School 

District, she replied that it has hit the school district hard, especially for black children, since 

9 of 10 federally mandate black schools have been taken over, and converted to eight all white 

schools, all Asian schools or all Latino school.  Following that statement, Dr.Manuel, said it 

was saddens her because those school won’t even let black children enroll into.  Dr. Manuel 

explained that she was sadden by the situation, because she was the administrator who had 

integrated those federally mandate black schools, in other words, she was in charge of 

enrolling different races of children into those schools. Dr. Manuel, then remarked about the 

Portola neighborhood, for which she stated was once a black neighborhood with an all-black 

school, and now as a result of gentrification, she said it’s no longer a black neighborhood and 

the black school has been totally dismantled to exclude black children openly. Dr. Manuel, 

made the statement supporting the claim that she felt that gentrification as a direct result of 

integration was not good for black children, since it has created an environment that has 

socially and politically excluded black children from the schools that were supposed to 

perpetrate for them when all other doors were closed. 

Dr. Manuel, state that San Francisco Unified School District needs to do what’s best for black 

children, in perspectives of preserving federally mandated black schools.  The Manuel, stated 

that she has observed a change for the worst after intergradation and gentrification has 

dismantled the federally mandate black schools. Dr. Manuel, has stated the she has also 

observed and acknowledge changes in the behavior of black school age children that are 
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consistent with poor attachment with other black children, and for which a situation such as 

this has created direct impacts to the health of black children, and the health of the black 

community.   

Dr. Manuel, then stated that Rosa Parks Elementary School and Raphael Weill Children 

Development Center, for which where she is acting director, since coming out of retirement 

to temporarily replace the long-term site director, Dr. Harland, who has since retired, is now 

under pressure to convert into an all-Japanese school.  Dr. Manuel, has stated that since Dr. 

Harland retired, she is uncertain how much longer the school(s) will remain open to black 

children, since gentrification is rapidly progressing.  

Analysis: 

The interview with Dr. Manuel, is supportive of the claim that gentrification has facilitated 

an environment that is fully supportive of structural racism and the inequitable distribution of 

socio-economic resources.  

  

While conducting an interview with lead teacher at Raphael Weill Child Development Center, 

I asked her the question, what were San Francisco Unified School District’s hiring practices 

of African American schoolteachers, and she replied that the San Francisco Unified School 

District hires far too few African American teaches, even though there are a lot of qualified 

teachers and paraprofessionals actively seeking those positions. Ms. Linda, stated that on one 

occasion the school district hired a Latino teacher and included her in the African American 

hires, and even introduced her as an African American to staff and the parents of the children 
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that were assigned to the teacher’s class. Ms. Linda, said the teacher’s name was Ms. Zenida, 

and the hiring of Ms. Zenida as an African American led to frustrated outcries of many African 

American parents, since no African American teacher would be capable of securing the 

position that was created for an African Americans, and besides, far too many qualified 

teachers and paraprofessionals had been denied the position before the hiring of Ms. Zenida. 

Analysis: 

It is evident from the responses received from schoolteacher Mrs. Linda that gentrification 

has invented a community of practice that goes far beyond the norms.  

 

Interview with Nathan Vigil, teacher at Raphael Weill Child Development Center stated that 

he had been employed as a school age teacher at the center shortly after Dr Manuel had 

integrated the federally mandated black schools in San Francisco.  Mr. Vigil, also stated that 

the school had changed a lot, but for the worst. When I asked Mr. Vigil, how has gentrification 

altered the center’s culture, he replied that San Francisco Unified School District has 

revitalized the school during the summer months, dedicating it as an all-Japanese school only. 

Mr. Vigil stated that Rose Parks Elementary School and Raphael Weill CDC has always been 

located on the same site, and shared the same schoolyard, but both schools had always been 

federally mandated black schools.  

Mr. Vigil, stated that in the summer of 2014, he was leading his students to the  school yard 

for recess, and then was abruptly confronted by a Japanese man and women, (while masses 

of Japanese children was occupying the school yard) claiming that the schoolyard was theirs 
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and he had better remove his children from the  school yard right.  Mr. Vigil, proclaimed that 

he was furious, and rushed in side of the school to call San Francisco Unified District, and 

upon calling he was informed that Rose Parks Elementary School has converted into an all 

Japanese school for the summer, and then he was given instructions not to return his class to 

the school yard for the remainder of the summer. Mr. Vigil, stated that his students went 

without a recess break for the entire summer of 2014, since the Japanese educators had 

prevented the emergency exit door of Raphael Weill Child Development Center from opening 

with the assistance of binding the doorknob to the fence with yellow caution tape, necessary 

to prevent the emergency exit door from opening.  

Analysis: 

From the responses received from the interview conducted with Mr. Vigil, ensures that 

gentrifications and structural racism exist in many ways, such as to deny African Americans 

the protections accorded in the 13th and 14th Amendment of the United States Constitution. 

In an interview with Mrs. Williams, fifth grade school teacher at Rosa Parks Elementary 

School, stated that San Francisco Unified School District in conjoined efforts school principle, 

Paul Jacobs, are known to practice and uphold racists hiring rules and procedures.  Mrs. 

Williams stated that the hiring of African American schoolteachers is not usually accorded, 

regardless of their qualifications and recommendations. And when I asked Mrs. Williams how 

has gentrification altered the hiring practices of San Francisco Unified School District, she 

stated that San Francisco Unified School District do not hire African American teachers, and 

if they do hire them and send them to this school, principle Paul Jacobson, always dismisses 

them without cause, stating that he doesn’t believe in the hiring of black teachers.  Mrs. 
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Williams stated that Principle Paul Jacobson, assumes a leading role in gentrifying Rosa Parks 

Elementary School, through the demonstration of his consistent patterns of racial 

discrimination, which are exercised in the refusal to hire black teachers and the persistent 

ejection of African American student from the school. 

Analysis: 

The responses from the interview with school age teacher Mrs. Williams is supportive of the 

claim that structural racism exists in the hiring practices of elementary school teachers in San 

Francisco.  

Workforce Relation and Gentrification: 

In an unstructured interview with Brett Berning, Public Workforce Program Manager, with 

Man Power Government Solutions employment agency, states that it is important to their 

contracting employers that his company does not refer African American job seekers to their 

establishment.  He also stated that his agency must comply with the requests of their 

contracting employers when they make the request not to deploy an African American 

employment candidate to their place of business.  And according to Brett, such a request as 

stated above is always the usual requested, accommodation received from most of their 

contracting employers. When I asked Brett if he could refer me to one of his contracting 

employers, he did not attempt to mitigate his previous response, his only reply was that racial 

discrimination in the hiring practices of San Francisco Employers is persistent.  Brett then 

made the statement that if he was to send me on an interview with one of his contracting 

employers, they would first look at me and then state, “Do you think you would fit in around 
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here?” and next, they would call him and say we specifically requested that no African 

Americans be referred to our company. Brett, then stated that this was also the case at the 

Western Addition One Stop Career Center, located in the Western Addition neighborhood.   I 

then asked Brett, it there were any instances when an African American could be successfully 

placed on a job assignment with his contracting employers, and he said yes, but those jobs are 

very unskilled, and are usually undesirable and hard to fill, since no one else would interested 

in them. 

Analysis:  

The responses reported by Mr. Berning, were very direct and straight to the point, and such 

patterns of indicators emphasized a great disregard for the skilled, unemployed African 

American demographic in San Francisco.  Responses such as this, demonstrates the existence 

of structural racism in the hiring practices of employers in gentrifying San Francisco, and the 

existence of such practices are powerful tools for the existence of racism.  The racist’s 

covenants demonstrated by Manpower and their contracting employer’s end result is 

structural unemployment for professionally skilled African American residents, who are then 

confronted by a plight that is increasingly uncertain in the perspectives of securing economic 

opportunities.  

Socio-Economic Development Opportunities: 

In an interview with Kevin Ian Kitchingham (Project Manager with City and County of San 

Francisco Mayor’s Office of Hosing) during an community form, was asked if he had ever 

awarded city owned land to an African American Developer for the purposes of developing 
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affordable housing units for low-income and formally homeless families and individuals, 

stated that he has never awarded city owned land to an African American developer, because 

he believes that black people regardless of their credentials could never manage a 

development project successfully, because of their race. I then asked Mr. Kitchingham if he 

had ever awarded city land to people of color, and he stated yes, because he feels that they are 

the best people who are capable of managing a land project. I then asked Mr. Kitchingham, 

who did he consider to be people of color, and he stated that people of color were Asians, 

Latinos, and people of mixed-race ancestry.  He then state that he has awarded city land to 

mixed-race people who could be considered an African American but not black people. 

Shortly after questioning Mr. Kitchingham, I requested a one-on-one interview with him at 

his convenience, and he schedule to meet with me on 12/15/15 at 11:00 am at City Hall; 

However, one day before the meeting, he called and said he needed to cancel the appointment 

because his son was sick. Mr. Kitchingham, said he would call me next week and reschedule 

the meeting, and I have not heard from him since. 

Analysis: 

It is evident from the interview with Mr. Kitchingham, that the City and County of San 

Francisco is actively participating in structural racism, and by doing so is publicly 

acknowledging that they have nulled and voided the protections accorded by the 14th and all 

while receiving federal benefits to fund their housing programs. And leading from the 

responses of Mr. Kitchingham, it is evident that gentrification and structural racism has 

invented a racial and color class cast system that determines eligibility for participation in the 

disbursement of socio-economic resources, all with the goal of illegally rescinding the 14th 
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Amendment of the United States Constitution for the purposes of leading African Americans 

(black people) to a political and social death. The stringent color-class lines adopted by the 

City and County of San Francisco have invented a racial landscape similar to that of Klan-

type terrorist groups. 

Analysis: 

It appears that all of the responses received from the identified, important stakeholders have 

advanced views that are supportive of the creation of structural racism as linkage to 

gentrification and the gentrification process. The protections accorded by the 13th and 14th 

have somehow dissipated from the political practices or rulebook advanced by San Francisco.  

The one-drop rule was introduced to the political process, necessary to prevent African 

Americans from benefiting from the political incorporation accorded through the 13th 

Amendment.  In the landmark civil rights decisions of the Supreme Court Ruling of Living 

vs. Virginia,  388 U.S. 1 (1967) the one drop rule was rescinded; Therefore, it is illegal for 

any government official or agency to determine someone as African American(black).  After 

conducting the interview with Kevin, I am convinced that gentrification and structural racism 

in San Francisco has led the city to invent its own union, very similar to that of the 

Confederacy, and by that means, its understandably acknowledged that all other racial groups 

and colors are welcome, with the exclusion of African Americans (black people) to fully 

participate in the political process, necessary to procure socio-economic benefits that the city 

has to accord. 
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Survey Data: 

A survey was conducted to study the attitudes of people in San Francisco, in regards to the 

gentrification process presently occurring in the city.  Furthermore, twenty-four survey 

respondents were asked to answer a set of questions relative to African American and low-

income residential, and economic stability.  In that case, they were asked to answer questions 

pertaining to the satisfaction of the gentrification process occurring within San Francisco.  In 

this circumstance, the survey shows that 89% of the respondents felt that gentrification creates 

a gap in income and wealth, while 79.9% concluded that gentrification does not expand socio-

economic benefits to African American residents of San Francisco. In addition to that, 98% 

of the sample respondents cited that gentrification does not increase income levels for low-

income residents. Above all, 92% asserted that gentrification results in inequitable distribution 

of socio-economic resources to African American residents. Furthermore, 58.33% of 

respondents surveyed proclaimed that gentrification promotes structural unemployment, 

while 37.50% strongly agreed that gentrification creates African American chronic 

homelessness citywide.  Moreover, 79.17% of respondents strongly disagreed with the notion 

that gentrification generated housing and job opportunities for low-income inhabitants, 

however; 87.50% respondents felt strongly with the notion that displacement is a negative 

outcome of gentrification, while 95.83% felt that rapid gentrification targets African 

American neighborhoods disproportionately than other racial groups. To sum it up, 95.7% 

strongly agreed with the notion that the Rental Assistance Demonstration Program (or RAD) 

is gentrifying public housing units citywide in San Francisco. Ironically, the survey results 

tell us that the vast majority of survey’s respondents are convinced that the social patterns of 
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gentrification reflect oppressive trends, patterns and problems affiliated with structural 

racism. 

Chapter 5: Conclusions and Recommendations 

Conclusions:  

The quantitative findings in this report have concluded that gentrification is responsible 

for the facilitation of a dramatic demographic shift occurring in African American 

neighborhoods within San Francisco citywide. It is affiliated with and promotes racial 

injustices within the African American community, as well as   disproportionately impact 

African American K-12 school admissions, employment prospects, entrepreneur 

opportunities and housing stability.   

Recommendations:  

Statement of Issue:  

The quantitative and qualitative research findings of this investigative  study has concluded 

that the social and political pathways of gentrification in San Francisco, has reverted the city 

directionally  into a social and political policy track very similar to that of the old confederate 

union, i.e., pre-Civil War ear.  In addition, the reporting of issues and concerns from aggregate 

participating responders in this study has also indicated the notion that San Francisco is a 

powerful symbol of structural racism, and widespread distrust in the perspectives of African 

American socio-economic opportunities and residential stability. Therefore, it is imperative 

that local systems of socio-economic support be constructed and instituted into the City and 
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County of San Francisco’s Municipal Codes and Administrative Codes, necessary to combat 

race and color based discrimination in accessing socio-economic resources the City and 

County of San Francisco, (and those organizations receiving city subsidies and contracts) has 

to offer.  

1. Recommendation 

Based on the research study’s findings, it is recommended that the City and County of 

San Francisco devise and implement a series of municipal codes and administrative 

codes into city legislation necessary to abate the practices of structural racism at the 

local level.  Consequently, deriving from the establishment and implementation of such 

administrative codes and municipal codes, there shall be the creation of a commission, 

and the appointment of a board of commissioners comprised of 7 members of the 

African American Community, from within African American neighborhoods in the 

City and County of San Francisco.  The board of supervisors shall have the power to 

appoint four members on the commission and the mayor shall have the powers to 

appoint three members on the commission.  Commissioners shall serve on the board of 

commissioners for 2 years terms, with the opportunity of reappointment. 

Commissioners shall be removed from the board for failure to not conduct good faith. 

The board of commissioners shall be charged with studying problems, questions and concerns 

in perspectives to structural racism demonstrated, or insinuated by the City and County of San 

Francisco, and/ or city administrators or even the mentioned above subcontractors of the city. 

An example of this is when qualified African Americans (black people) attempt to access 

socio-economic opportunities, and then the opportunities are denied based on an 
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administrator’s belief, instead they should  guaranteed and granted a fair and equitable 

opportunity to such resources.  

The commissioners shall also be charged with ensuring that reasonable and equitable socio-

economic opportunities and advancements are made available to African Americans, also they 

must ensure that the rescinded one-drop rule overturned by the Supreme Court Ruling, 

(Lovings v. Virginia, 388 U.S. 1 1967) will not interfere with the stated process, since it has 

in the past served as a powerful  tool to advance and promote structural racism in the practices 

of African Americans attempting to access socio-economic resources.  The commission shall 

also be charged with conducting socio-economic assessments, as well as monitoring and 

measuring the outcomes stipulated in the implemented city legislation.  And to conduct such 

measures, the commissioners shall construct a quarterly and annual report from various, 

compiled city documents and notations from quarterly site visits.  The outcomes expected to 

be achieved is positive changes in African American community demographics, increased 

access to public services, employment, entrepreneur opportunities, internships and increase 

in income levels. 

 Based on the research findings in this reports, it is imperative that this research study and the 

following recommendations be forwarded to San Francisco’s Board of Supervisors, as well 

as to the mayor of San Francisco.  On May 4th, 2016, a certified copy of this research study 

will be forwarded to the mentioned above local officials. Included with this reports will be a 

letter requesting a public hearing date and time to be placed scheduled, necessary to adopt a 

resolution to institute the commission on structural racism in the African American 

Community. The stipulated letter attached to this report will also request that a legal notice of 
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the hearing date and time be published in an official newspaper, circulated within the City and 

County of San Francisco, and as well, such notice shall be posted to an official bulletin board.  

In addition, it will also be advised that the arrangement for the registration of African 

American structural racism victims be accorded, and to have such victims testify on the matter 

of structural racism in accessing socio-economic resources in San Francisco, and that their 

testimonies be accepted. 

The outcomes that are expected to be received from the recommendation advanced are the 

political inclusion of African Americans in the City and County of San Francisco socio-

economic process.    

The resources required to attain the mentioned above recommendations are the approval from 

the San Francisco Board of Supervisors and the mayor in constructing the commission on 

African American structural racism in San Francisco. It is highly likely that the 

recommendations advanced in this report will be accorded, since structural racism in San 

Francisco’s gentrification process is visible and acknowledgeable.  

The recommendations advanced in this reports is related to solving the issues and concerns 

associated with structural racism, powered by the San Francisco gentrification process.  
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