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DEAN'S

MESSAGE

nvironmental protection and environmental justice are among the

E

greatest challenges we face as we enter the new millennium. In the
more than 25 years since the first Earth Day celebration, environ-

mental law has evolved from a counterculture cause into an essential legal
specialty in our increasingly interdependent world. The effective environmental law practitioner must learn

to

identifY and solve complex problems

surrounding constantly changing environmental laws, issues, and treaties.
Golden Gate University School of Law is a center for graduate legal education, offering four LL.M. degrees and an S.J.D. in International Legal
Studies. Our LL.M. program in Environmental Law is a natural outgrowth

"Environmental law

of both our well-respected environmental law J.D. program and our international law
programs, where international and comparative environmental law have been taught for

has evolved from
a counterculture

many years.
In addition to an array of outstanding specialized courses, the Law School operates two
environmental clinics through which graduate students can gain practical experience. Our

cause into an

on-site Environmental Law and Justice Clinic was one of the first law school programs in the
country to focus on how environmental dygradation disproportionately impacts low-income

essential legal

communities. We also offer a field placement clinic in environmental law through which

specialty in

students work under the supervision of a faculty member and attorneys working at environ-

our increasingly

mental agencies or organizations.
Golden Gate University School of Law provides a wonderful opportunity to study envi-

interdependent
world. "

ronmentallaw, as it is located in one of the most beautiful and diverse cities in the nation.
The San Francisco Bay Area is in many respects the home of the environmental movement,
and the area boasts many leading public interest, corporate, and governmental environmental
law practitioners. I am sure your study at Golden Gate will prove both challenging and
highly rewarding.

Anthony]. Pagano
Dean, Golden Gate University School of Law

--------------

-------
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W

MESSAGE

elcome to the Golden Gate University School of Law LL.M.
program in Environmental Law. This program provides a unique
opportunity to combine advanced study of U.S. and international

environmental law with the practical experience of handling complex environmental cases through our innovative Environmental Law and Justice Clinic.
Our program features a blend of academic study, writing, and practical skills
training. LL.M. students can choose from a broad range of environmental law
courses, including Water Law, Superfund, Land Use, International Trade and
Environmental Protection, Federal Wildlife and Endangered Species, and
Environmental Justice. Students may also work closely with Golden Gate faculty
and practicing attorneys in researching, investigating, and preparing publishable

"This program

papers on leading environmental issues.
The Environmental Law and Justice Clinic provides representation to residents of low-

provides a unique

income communities and communities of color burdened by environmental hazards. LL.M.
candidates have the option of working in the clinic on cases chosen specifically for them.

opportunity to

Through this work they confront cutting edge pollution and regulatory issues, and gain valu-

combine advanced

able practical experience.
On a typical day, an LL.M. student may attend a seminar on endangered species in the

study of U. s.

morning and argue the Clean Water Act in federal court in the afternoon. On another day,
the student may meet in seminar with fellow LL.M. candidates debating the role of federal
and state regulatory agencies and then spend the rest of the day researching and writing an

and international
environmental law

advanced paper on the conflicts between market controls and environmental justice. Other
days may be spent enjoying the natural and urban wonders of the San Francisco Bay Area.
The LL.M. program is designed for recent law graduates who would like to practice

with the practical
experience of

environmental law and need specialized training, practicing attorneys who wish to move into
environmental law practice or a different environmental law specialty, and international

handling complex

students who wish to explore the development of environmental law in the United States.
Come join our well-respected faculty and dedicated students working in this exciting and
ever-changing field oflaw.

environmental
cases. "

Alan Ramo
Director, LL.M. in Environmental Law Program
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OVERVIEW AND

T

REQUIREMENTS

he LL.M. program in Environmental Law is designed to provide in-depth study of environmental
law. Courses are offered on a semester basis as well as through an intensive summer institute
held each year. The program is approved by the American Bar Association.

Units

LL.M. Degree Requirements
The LL.M. program in Environmental

LL.M. Environmental Law Seminar

3

Law is open to full-time and part-time

(two semesters required)

students. To complete the LL.M., a stu-

International Environmental Law

dent must earn 24 semester hours of

Seminar

credit over two semesters for full-time

Introduction to Environmental Law:

3

students or four semesters for part-time

Hazardous Waste & Toxic

students. Some courses are also offered

Substances Regulation

during the Law School's summer envi-

Introduction to Environmental Law:

ronmental institute. All LL.M. students

Pollution Control

2or3

must complete the program within four

Public Natural Resources & Land Law

3
3

years.

Survey of Environmental Law

3

LL.M. students must maintain a
cumulative grade point average of 2.5 on
a 4.0 scale. The grade scale is:

Elective Courses
LL.M. students earn the balance of the 24

A 4.0

B 3.0

C 2.0

D 1.0

credits by enrolling in courses selected from

A- 3.5

B- 2.5

C- 1.5

F 0.0

the elective courses listed below.
Units

Transfer of Credits
Students who have taken environmental
courses while attending the Golden Gate
J.D. program may transfer up to six

California Environmental & Natural
Resources Law

2

Environmental & Land Use Implications
of Real Estate Transactions

2

units to the LL.M. program. Students

Environmental Justice Seminar

3

who attended another law school may

Environmental Law & Justice Clinic 3-6

also transfer up to six units of environ-

Environmental Law Clinic

mental law to the LL.M. program, if the

Federal Wildlife & Endangered Species 2

2 or 3

director determines that the courses are

Freedom of Information Act Seminar

substantially similar in content and aca-

International Trade & Environmental

demic requirements to course offerings

Protection

2

in Golden Gate's LL.M. program.

Land Use Regulation

3

Superfund

2

Required Courses

Water Law

3

All students are required to take two

Golden Gate University

2

semesters of the LL.M. Environmental

LL.M. Writing Requirement

Law Seminar and at least two of the five

To complete the LL.M. program, each

core courses listed below:

student is required to complete a
satisfactory thesis/analytical paper.
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COURSE

DESCRIPTIONS

California Environmental and Natural

litigating Clean Water Act cases in federal

Students also participate in a weekly sem-

Resources Law (2)

court against the U.S. Navy at former

inar designed to provide them with prac-

California boasts some of the nation's
most spectacular environmental resources

military bases in San Francisco Bay, and

tical skills and enable them to reflect on

assisting community groups in Richmond

their cases and work experiences.

and some of its worst environmental prob-

fighting a hazardous waste incinerator.

lems. It also frequently sets national trends

The clinic recently received awards for its

Federal Wildlife and Endangered

with its cutting-edge pollution control and

work from the American Bar Association

Species Law (2)

resource protection laws. This seminar

and the Environmental Law Foundation.

Drawing on selected scientific and policy

examines some of the state's unique environ-

Students receive three to six units, based

papers, statutes, regulations, and case law,

mental problems and regularory approaches.

on the number of hours they work.

this course examines how the current

Topics that may be covered include: the

legal framework attempts to address

state's landmark right-to-know toxic chem-

Environmental Justice Seminar (3)

threats to wildlife and the habitats on

ical initiative (Proposition 65), regulation

Students who choose not to enroll in the

which these species depend. It considers

of the state's old-growth forests, the public

Environmental Law and Justice Clinic may

federal laws that affect conservation of

trust doctrine, the California Endangered

take this course, which provides the semi-

fish and wildlife on public lands, private

Species Act, and lead poisoning prevention

nar portion of the clinic. Note: Students

lands, and in the marine environment.

measures.

taking this course may not enroll in the
Environmental Law and Justice Clinic.

Freedom of Information Act

Implications of Real Estate

Environmental Law Clinic (2 or 3)

The Freedom ofInformation Act (FOIA)

Transactions (2)

Students work as externs with governmen-

mandates open access to government

In today's climate, no real estate transac-

tal agencies, environmental organizations,

information on a wide variety of topics,

tion can occur without considering the

public interest groups, or private attorneys

including Watergate, the JFK assassina-

possible land use and environmental impli-

active in the field of environmental law.

tion, and the space shuttle disaster. This

Environmental and Land Use

Seminar (2)

cations. This course examines the range of
issues practitioners confront, including
land use and permit questions, due diligence, liability for contaminated sites,
disclosure requirements, and more.
Environmental Law and Justice Clinic

(3-6)

Students in this innovative on-site clinic
directly represent people in low-income
communities and communities of color on
environmental matters. Under faculty
supervision, students interview and counsel
clients, develop legal strategies, draft legal
documents, and appear at hearings.
Illustrative cases include: representing
community groups challenging a power
plant in San Francisco's low-income
Bayview-Hunters Point neighborhood,
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NAFTA, APEC and the European Union,
and the substantive provisions of national
environmental legislation and international
environmental treaties. The course is
related to material covered in courses on
international business transactions and
international environmental law.
Introduction to Environmental Law:
Hazardous Waste and Toxic Substances
Regulation (2 or 3)

This course is part of the Law School's
introductory series in environmental law.
It is designed to be an introduction to the
basics of environmental law. (The other
course in the series is Introduction to
Environmental Law: Pollution Control.)
This course examines hazardous waste site
liability and regulation laws that have
emerged as critical issues facing society and
our legal system, including Superfund and
the Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act (RCRA). Also covered are toxic tort
litigation and federal statutes regulating
toxic substances. This course can be taken
for two or three units, except that students
who have taken Survey of Environmental
Law can earn only two units.
Introduction to Environmental Law:
Pollution Control (3)

in-depth course explores how information

change, biodiversity, stratospheric ozone

can be obtained from the government and

depletion, deforestation, international

introductory series in environmental law.

how the government attempts ro shield

protection of endangered species, marine

It is designed to be an introduction to the

information from the public. Students sub-

pollution, Antarctica, hazardous waste

basics of environmental law. (The other

mit FOIA requests to the government on

trade, the Chernobyl disaster, the Bhopal

course in the series is Introduction to

This coutse is part of the Law School's

topics of their choosing and attempt to

incident, acid rain, bilateral water regimes,

Environmental Law: Hazardous Waste and

obtain previously shielded information.

and the limits of international governance.

Toxic Substances Regulation.) This course

International Environmental Law

International Trade and

Clean Air Act, and the National

focuses on the federal Clean Water Act, the
Seminar (3)

Environmental Protection (2)

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Stu-

This seminar considers the law and institu-

This course focuses on the legal relation-

dents explore federal regulatory strategies,

tions relevant to managing transboundary,

ship between international trade rules and

including technology-based requirements,

regional, and global environmental prob-

policies to protect the natural environment.

environmental assessment, and enforcement

lems. Topics include emerging international

More specifically, it explores inconsistencies

methods, as well as alternatives to traditional

environmental norms, global climate

between the principles expressed in GATT,

regulation such as market-based incentives

--6
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and information disclosure laws. Students

Public Natural Resources and

Water Act, the federal Superfund statute,

also learn tools of statutory interpretation.

Land Law (3)

the Resource Conservation and Recovery

Not open to students who have taken

This course examines the laws governing

Act, and the National Environmental

Survey of Environmental Law.

natural resources on the one-third of the

Policy Act. Not open to students who

United States that comprises our public

have taken Introduction to Environmental

Land Use Regulation (3)

lands, including forests, minerals, range,

Law: Pollution Control or students who

This review of the devices available to a

wildlife, recreation, and wilderness.

have taken Introduction to Environmental

community for regulating the develop-

Students also explore the emerging use of

Law: Hazardous Waste and Toxic

ment of land includes zoning, subdivision

natural resource damage actions to recover

Substances Regulation for three units.

regulation, historic preservation, growth

for large-scale damages to public resources,

management, open space, and urban

such as the Exxon Valdez spill, as well as

Water Law (3)

renewal. Also considered are the rights of

the ongoing debate about laws protecting

This class provides an overview of the

owners, neighbors, environmentalists,

endangered species.

legal framework and principles governing

and reformers to resist regulation on

the ownership, use, and distribution of

grounds such as just compensation, free

Superfund (2)

water. It covers topics that are national in

speech, and housing welfare interests.

This in-depth examination of the federal

scope, but it also emphasizes laws and

LL.M. Environmental Law Seminar

Superfund law explores liability issues,

issues unique to California. The class

cleanup standards, contribution and settle-

covers surface water and ground water

2 semesters (3 units each)

ment, natural resource damages claims, the

rights, California and federal water

These seminars explore in depth the lead-

EPA's recent brownfields initiative, and

institutions, federal-state and interstate

ing issues in environmental law practice

proposed Congressional reforms of the

disputes, reclamation law, and water

and provide an opportunity for students

statute.

transfers. It also covers the environmental

to prepare a paper suitable for publica-

statutes and doctrines that are playing a

tion. The seminar is co-taught by the Law

Survey of Environmental Law (3)

School's environmental program director,

This basic survey course provides a broad

Endangered Species Act, the Clean Water

the LL.M. director, and a practitioner in

overview of pollution control law and haz-

Act, and the public trust doctrine.

the field. It also features leading practi-

ardous waste regulation. The focus is on

tioners in government, private practice,

the major federal environmental statutes,

and non-profit organizations.

including the Clean Air Act, the Clean

issues involving environmental rae!!un), I was given the opportunity to work with community leaders who are making a difference in
their towns and neighborhoods. I learned how environmental
degradation affects us all daily, and the power of the law to make
a difference."
-Jennifer Dhillon, Attorney
Law Offices of Stanley & Rose, Berkeley, CA
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central role in water allocation: the

FACULTY

Richard Toshiyuki
Drury
Adjunct Professor

B.S., B.A. (magna cum
laude), University ofIllinois;
JD., Yale Law School
Adjunct Professor Drury is the legal
director of the San Francisco office of
Clinic. He founded the clinic in 1994, after nine years as

Communities for a Better Environment

Legal Director with Citizens for a Better Environment. He specializes in toxic

where he works with community groups

chemicals in the urban environment and won a landmark federal case enforcing the

to enforce environmental laws.

San Francisco Bay Area air pollution plans. He served as an advisory member of

Previously, he was an environmental law

two Cal-EPA committees and is a member of the advisory board of the Impact

fellow with Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger

Fund, which funds progressive litigation. He is also a founder of the Western States

where he represented citizens' groups and

Legal Foundation, specializing in nuclear issues.

local government agencies in environmental litigation. He is chair of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency's Air
Pollution Trading Work Group of the

Ken Alex

where he teaches environmental law, law

National Environmental Justice

Adjunct Professor

of hazardous waste, national forest manage-

Advisory Council.

B.A., University of California,

ment law, public land law, and property.

Santa Cruz; JD., Harvard

Previously, he was an attorney with

Anne Lee Eng

University

Faegre & Benson in Denver, specializing

Staff Attorney

in litigation and environmental law. He

B.S. W, Rutgers University;

deputy attorney general with the

has also prepared federal litigation under

JD., Columbia University

California attorney general's office,

the Endangered Species Act and other

Adjunct Professor Alex is supervising

Environmental Section, where he handles

federal environmental laws.

Anne Lee Eng has been a
staff attorney with the Golden Gate

some of the country's largest environmental

University Environmental Law and

enforcement and natural resource damage

Nora Jo Chorover

Justice Clinic since 1994. She is a mem-

cases. He has been a visiting and adjunct

Adjunct Professor

ber of San Francisco's Commission on

professor at Hastings College of the Law

B.A. (magna cum laude),

the Environment, which oversees the

and visiting instructor at Stanford

University ofMassachusetts;

development of a new local environmen-

University Law School, and he has lec-

JD., New York University

tal agency and advises local government

tured extensively on environmental and

School ofLaw

on environmental policies and programs.

Adjunct Professor Chorover is in private

She previously worked for the Earth

practice, specializing in environmental

Island Institute and the Natural

Federico Cheever

law. She also is a staff attorney with the

Heritage Institute, and she has practiced

Adjunct Professor

San Francisco office of Communities for

environmental and energy law with two

B.A., M.A., Stanford

a Better Environment, where she previ-

Bay Area law firms.

University; JD. (Order ofthe

ously served as legal director. She has

Coif), UCLA School ofLaw

been an attorney for the Natural

litigation issues.

Adjunct Professor Cheever teaches in the

Resources Defense Council in New York

Golden Gate Environmental Law Summer

and a litigation associate for Lord, Day &

Program. He is assistant professor of law

Lord, also in New York.

at University of Denver College of Law
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IX, where his primary responsibilities are

working on CERCLA, RCRA, Clean Air

Adjunct Professor

to enforce and ensure compliance with

Act, Clean Water Act, TSCA, and FIFRA

A.B., Brown University; jD.,

hazardous waste, solid waste, and petroleum

matters. He currently serves as co-chair of

University of Chicago Law

substance laws and regulations. Previously,

the American Bar Association Litigation

School

as an attorney with Orrick, Herrington &

Committee's Environmental Enforcement

Adjunct Professor Goodman is a partner

Sutcliffe, he represented clients in a wide

Subcommittee.

in the law firm of Goodman IKang LLP.

variety of environmental matters. He is

He specializes in environmentallitiga-

the regional coordinator of the Inter-

Paul Kibei

tion, negotiation, and due diligence issues

national Environmental Law Committee

Adjunct Professor

arising in connection with the purchase

of the ABA Section on International Law

B.A., Colgate University;

of real estate and businesses. He is cur-

and Practice.

jD., Willamette; LL.M.

Robert C. Goodman

Candidate, Boalt Hall

rently adjunct professor of environmental
law at the University of San Francisco

George Hays

University of California, Berkeley

School of Law and co-chair of the Bar

Adjunct Professor

Adjunct Professor Kibel has served as fac-

Association of San Francisco's

B.A., Amherst College;

ulty editor for a special issue of the Golden

Environmental Law Section. Previously,

jD., Cornell Law School

Gate University Law Review on "The City

he was a trial attorney with the Environ-

Adjunct Professor Hays has

and the Environment." He has also

mental Enforcement Section of the U.S.

been a section chief in the Office of

worked with the Pacific Environment and

Department of Justice.

Regional Counsel for the U.S.

Resources Center (PERC) and the

Environmental Protection Agency, Region

California State Coastal Conservancy.

Roy Gorman

IX, since 1991. From 1988 to 1990 he

Professor Kibel has published articles on

Adjunct Professor

was a staff attorney for the agency, and in

environmental and international law in

B.5., University ofNotre

1990 he received the San Francisco Bay

the Georgetown International

Dame; jD., University of

Area Federal Executive Board's Federal

Environmental Law Review, NYU

California, Davis

Employee of the Year Award for Civil Law

Environmental Law Journal and UCLA

Adjunct Professor Gorman has been in

Enforcement. Previously he was a litiga-

Journal ofEnvironmental Law & Policy.

solo private practice since 1991, specializ-

tion associate for Rogers, Joseph,

ing in environmental and land use law.

O'Donnell & Quinn in San Francisco and

Tara Mueller

His practice emphasizes counseling,

a clerk to the Honorable Stephen V

Adjunct Professor

administrative representation, and litiga-

Wilson, United States District Court

B.A., University of

tion on behalf of governmental bodies

Judge for the Central District of

California, Berkeley;

and citizen groups. From 1986 to 1991,

California.

jD. (cum laude; Order
ofthe Coif), Hastings College ofthe Law

he performed similar work as a partner at
Gorman and Waltner. From 1980 to

Robert (Buzz) Hines

Adjunct Professor Mueller is associate

1986, he was chief counsel of the

Adjunct Professor

attorney and director of the Biodiversity

California Coastal Commission.

B.A., University of California,

Legal Program at the Environmental Law

Berkeley; jD., Golden Gate

Foundation in Oakland, California. Her

University School ofLaw

work includes all types of environmental

Arthur Haubenstock
Adjunct Professor

Adjunct Professor Hines is a partner at

advocacy in the areas of endangered species,

B.A., Wesleyan University;

Landels Ripley & Diamond LLP, where he

forestry, land use and environmental quali-

jD. (cum laude),

represents clients involved in a wide array

ty, water rights, water quality, and marine

Georgetown University

of environmental matters and is chair of

law. Previously, she was a staff attorney

the firm's 34-member Environmental Law

with the Natural Heritage Institute in San

Adjunct Professor Haubenstock is an

Department. Previously, he was a trial

Francisco.

assistant regional counsel for the U.S.

attorney with the Department of Justice

Environmental Protection Agency, Region

Environmental Enforcement Section,

Law Center
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Clifford

former president of the Pacific Environ-

Eric Sinrod

Rechtschaffen

ment and Resources Center. In addition

Adjunct Professor

Associate Professor

to teaching international environmental

B.A. (phi beta kappa

A.B., Princeton

law at Golden Gate, he teaches U.S.,

& Comfort Starr

University; jD., Yale

international, and comparative environ-

Law School

mental policy and law at Stanford. He has

Scholarship recipient),
Oberlin College; jD., University of

Professor Rechtschaffen directs the

held three Fulbright professorships,

Michigan School ofLaw

Golden Gate University School of Law

including two to India, and has written

Adjunct Professor Sinrod is a litigation

J.D. Environmental Law Program and

eight books, most recently Environmental

equity partner at Hancock, Rothert &

co-directs the Law School Environmental

Law and Policy in India.

Bunshoft LLP in San Francisco where
he has had significant appellate experi-

Law and Justice Clinic. Before joining
David Sandino

ence at all levels, including the U.S.

law with the California attorney general

Adjunct Professor

Supreme Court. He also has had diverse

for seven years and clerked for Federal

A.B., University of

jury and court trial experience in

District Court Judge Thelton E.

California, Davis; jD.,

California superior courts and U.S.

Henderson. His most recent articles are

University ofSanta Clara

district courts, including large-scale

Golden Gate, he practiced environmental

Law School; LL.M, University ofLondon,

environmental cases. Professor Sinrod

Approach for California and Other

King's College

also served as special deputy district

States" and "Fighting Back Against a

Adjunct Professor Sandino has been staff

attorney in the Marin County district
attorney's office.

"The Lead Poisoning Challenge: An

Power Plant: Some Lessons from the

counsel for the California Department of

Legal and Organizing Efforts of the

Water Resources since 1989. He special-

Bayview-Hunters Point Community."

izes in environmental protection, water

Susan Smith

rights, water contracts, water conservation,

Adjunct Professor

Armin Rosencranz

project funding, legislation, and regula-

B.A., Reed College; MA.,

Adjunct Professor

tions. He has served as deputy county

Kennedy School of

A.B., MA., Ph.D., and

counsel with the Yuba County Counsel.

Government; jD.,

jD., Stanford University

He has lectured at Santa Clara University

Harvard Law School

Professor Rosencranz is

School of Law, Lincoln Law School of

Professor Smith is a professor of envi-

director of the environ-

Sacramento, and University of California

ronmentallaw at Willamette University

mental policy track in human biology at

at Davis Extension.

College of Law. She has testified on
Superfund re-authorization issues in

Stanford University and founder and

Congress and was responsible for supervising Superfund litigation on behalf of
federal agencies while she served at the
U.S. Department of Justice's Land and
Natural Resources Division. She was
part of a group of international law
experts that drafted the Model
Domestic Law of Crimes Against the
Environment in 1994. Professor Smith

resource defense law and environmental
justice community lawyering programs."
- Joseph Gonzalez, Staff Attorney
Communities for a Better Environment
Santa Barbara, CA
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has published and lectured extensively
on environmental criminal law,
Superfund, contaminated sites, sustainable development, and water law.

ADMISSIONS
Admission to the LL.M. in Environmental
Law Program is determined by the director.
American students must have a J.D. from
an ABA accredited law school. Applicants
must either be in the top half of their class
or have a demonstrated background in
environmental law. Applicants who have
graduated from non-U.S. law schools must
demonstrate academic credentials comparable to graduates of American law schools.

lawyers working in those areas. You get a very
'hands-on' education."
-Vicki Clark, Staff Attorney
Environmental Defense Center, Santa Barbara, CA

Due Dates
Deadlines for filing the LL.M. admissions
application are:
• July 1, for starting in the fall

ciency is presumed if: the applicant's high

with U.S. immigration laws regarding the

• November 3, for starting in the spring

school or subsequent degree is from an

study of law. It is the applicant's responsi-

Late applications will be considered if

institution in which English is the primary

bility to obtain any required visas.

program space permits.

language of instruction; English is the
language in which the applicant works in

Non-U.S. applicants must pay $170
per semester for health insurance, unless

Documents Required

the course of employment; or, for at least

they can provide proof that they already

Applicants must submit the following

five years, the applicant has lived and been

have acceptable health insurance at the

materials:

active in the business or educational envi-

time of enrollment.

• Official application for admission to the

ronment of a country in which English

LL.M. in Environmental Law program

is the official business and educational

for federal or state loans and must make

(See page 15)

language. Other non-U.S. applicants are

private financing arrangements. All

Non-U.S. students are not eligible

• Application fee of $45

required to take the TOEFL examination

non-U.S. students must complete a

• Application statement

and receive a minimum score of 550.

Certification of Finances form, available

• Official law school transcript

Non-U.S. applicants must comply

(translated, if not in English)
• Certification of Finances, and TOEFL
score (non-U.S. students only)
No decision can be made until the application and all supporting documents have
been received by the Admissions Office.

Special Requirements for
Non-U.S. Applicants
In addition to the regular admission procedures, applicants who received their law
degrees outside the United States must
satisfY the Admissions Committee both
of the sufficiency of their academic backgrounds and the proficiency of their
English language abilities. English profi-

----------------
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from the Admissions Office.

Acceptance Deposit

FINANCIAL

AID

A deposit of $200 is required upon notification of admission. The acceptance
deposit must be paid when due to avoid

Golden Gate University School of Law

aid applications as early as possible. Delay
in submitting your financial aid application

cancellation of the admission offer. The

administers a full range of programs to help

deposit is credited toward the initial

students needing financial assistance. The

may result in a delay in your financial aid

tuition payment if the applicant matricu-

Financial Aid Office provides budget and

award and receipt of funds.

lates but is otherwise non-refundable.

debt management counseling, evaluates stu-

First, contact the Law School Financial

dents' financial needs, and determines

Aid Office and request a Financial Aid

Tuition Payment

financial aid awards. The Financial Aid

Application (FAAP). To achieve priority

Tuition and fees, listed in the fee sched-

Office is also responsible for maintaining

processing, make sure that your Financial

ule in the back pocket of this bulletin, are

standards and procedures that comply with

Aid application is postmarked by the

payable in full upon registration. A

federal regulations, donor restrictions, and

March 1 or November 15 deadline. We will

tuition installment plan is available, with

University policies and that most equitably

still process your application if we receive it

one-fourth of the total tuition amount

help meet students' financial needs.

after the deadline, but your eligibility for
certain funding sources may be limited.

plus all applicable fees due at the time of
registration. There is a processing fee for

Eligibility

participants in the installment plan. All

To be eligible for assistance from federal

Application for Federal Student Aid

balances from previous semesters must be

and campus-based financial aid programs at

(FAFSA) or, if you received financial aid for

paid prior to registration.

Golden Gate University School of Law, you

the previous academic year, the Federal

must meet the following requirements:

Renewal Application. Send this application

You must also complete the Free

Withdrawal and

• Admission into the LL.M. program

in the self-addressed envelope included

Refund Policies

• Enrollment in the Law School (at least

with it to the Federal Student Aid

Students are enrolled with the under-

a half-time unit load is required)

standing that they will complete the

• United States citizenship or proof of

Programs (FSAP) processor. The FAFSA or
Federal Renewal Application must be

entire semester. If a student must

permanent residency or other eligible

received by the Federal Student Aid

withdraw from courses for personal or

alien status

Programs processor on or before the priori-

professional reasons, tuition adjustments

• Satisfactory academic progress

ty deadline. Please be sure to indicate in

will be made on the following basis:

• Registration with the Selective Service,

Section H on the FAFSA form that Golden

If the student withdraws before or during the first week of class, 100% of the
tuition will be credited to his or her
account; during the second week, 85%;

if required by federal law
• No default on any Tide IV loan and
no refund owed on any Tide IV grant
• Demonstration of financial need, as

Gate is the school you plan to attend. The
Golden Gate University School of Law
Title IV Institutional Code is 001205.
Approximately four to six weeks after

during the third week, 70%; during the

determined by an analysis performed

the FSAP processor receives your applica-

fourth week, 50%; after the fourth week,

by the federal processor

tion, you will receive a Student Aid Report

0%. The acceptance deposit of $200 is
non-refundable.
A student may request in writing
that a refundable credit balance be

• Completion of a Financial Aid file

tion you provided on your FAFSA (or

even if you have not been notified of

Federal Renewal Application). You should

your admission status.)

review the SAR carefully and make any
necessaty corrections. If you need to make

returned. Requests should be sent to the
attention of Student Accounts.

(SAR). The SAR summarizes the informa-

(You should apply for financial aid

Financial Aid Application Forms

corrections, return your form to the FSAP

You should apply for financial aid at the

processor. If the form requires no changes,

same time that you apply for admission.

retain the SAR for your records. The Law

Even though the Financial Aid Office

School will receive this information directly

cannot award a financial aid package until

from the FSAP processor.

a student has been admitted, prospective
students are urged to complete all financial

In addition to the FAAP and SAR, you
may be asked to submit additional docu-
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ments. The Law School Financial
Aid Office will notifY you accordingly
and provide a limited amount of time for
you to provide the necessary documents. Be
sure to retain a copy of your most recent
Federal Income Tax return in case
it is requested later.

Financial Aid Awards
Once you have been accepted for admission to the Law School and your application file is complete, you will receive an
award letter stating the amount of financial
aid you are eligible to apply for, the sources
of financial aid funds, an estimate of
expenses for the academic year, and any
other available financial aid resources.
The financial aid awards letter may list
any remaining documentation, such as loan
applications, that must be completed and

Professor Cliff Rechstchaffen, 1996 Clinic Fellow Karren Moore Jordan, and Professor Alan
Ramo with an award from the Environmental Law Foundation.

returned to the Law School Financial Aid
Office in order for you to actually receive
the financial aid funds.
If eligible, you may choose to apply for
subsidized and unsubsidized Stafford Loans
and for state fellowships. You may also

responsible for interest that accrues during

summer semesters, mail the Financial Aid

in-school deferment periods. Students may

Application so that it is postmarked by

borrow up to $18,500, less the amount of

the March 1 or November 15 deadline.

the subsidized Stafford Loan.
The maximum amount you may bor-

Funding is limited, and eligible students who have the greatest financial

apply for privately funded loans in order to

row through the Federal Stafford Loan pro-

need and apply by the deadline are given

meet your financial needs.

gram is $138,500. This amount includes

priority. Students should apply as early as

any unpaid Stafford Loans previously bor-

possible. Students who miss the applica-

Financial Aid Resources
Federal Stafford Loans

rowed.

tion deadlines will be considered for

Depending on your eligibility and on the

checks: the first at the beginning of the

Loans are disbursed in two equal

funding that has been declined by priority applicants.

financial need analysis, you may borrow up

loan period, and the second in the middle

to $8,500 through the Subsidized Stafford

of the loan period. As a new borrower at

Federal Perkins Loan

Loan Program for each academic year of

Golden Gate, you must attend a loan coun-

The amount of a Perkins Loan varies but

study (usually two semesters) from a bank

seling session before your Stafford Loan

seldom exceeds $3,000 per year. Loans

or financial institution that participates in

check will be released.

are repayable at five percent annual interest, beginning nine months (for new bor-

the Stafford Loan program. Repayment
begins six months after you graduate or

Campus-Based Financial Aid (CBFA)

rowers) after you cease to be enrolled at

cease to be enrolled at least half-time.

The Campus-Based Financial Aid (CBFA)

least half-time. As a new borrower, you
ten years

repay the

program for law students consists of the

may take up

you may borrow through the Federal

Perkins Loan and Federal Work-Study pro-

loan at a minimum of $40 per month,

If you do not have financial need,

to

to

Unsubsidized Stafford Loan Program,

grams. It is funded annually by the federal

depending on the amount owed. The

which replaced the Federal Supplemental

government, the University, loan repay-

maximum amount that you may borrow

Loan for Students (SLS). Unsubsidized

ments from alumni, and wages from agen-

through the Perkins Loan program for

Stafford has the same terms and conditions

cies that provide jobs. To be considered for

graduate and professional study at all

as Stafford, except that the borrower is

CBFA for the following fall, spring, and

institutions is $18,000.
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1:

Federal Work-Study (FWS)

year, including fall, spring, and summer

The Federal Work-Study program was

semesters.

payment of your veteran's benefits by submitting a written request to the Financial

designed by the federal government to

Aid Office. Be sure to notifY the Financial

expand part-time employment opportuni-

Private Loans

Aid Office of any changes in your academ-

ties for students who demonstrate finan-

You may be eligible for private loans to

ic programs.

cial need. Besides providing a means of

meet the cost of your education. You

financial assistance for the student, a FWS

must demonstrate credit worthiness to the

job is intended to complement the stu-

lender or financial institution. Interest,

Questions
If you have any questions concerning

dent's educational program or career goal.

fees, grace periods, and other terms vary

financial aid, or would like to request a

Most jobs developed under this program

slightly between private loan programs.

financial aid application, contact the

are intended to serve the public interest

Repayment begins after you have graduat-

Golden Gate University School of Law

and meet the needs of the community or

ed or are no longer enrolled at least half-

Financial Aid Office at (415) 442-6635,

the University; thus, most off-campus job

time. Contact the Financial Aid Office

or via e-mail at lawfao@ggu.edu.

providers are nonprofit agencies.

regarding these loans.

If you receive a FWS award, you are
FWS job. The employer and the federal

Veterans' Benefits
If you qualifY for Veterans Administration

government each pay a portion of your

Educational Assistance programs, you

earnings. Award amounts may range

may use your benefits at Golden Gate

from $1,500 to $3,500 for the academic

University. You should request advance

allowed to earn a specified amount in a
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SCHOOL OF LAW

536 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94105
Phone (415) 442-6654 E-mail envirolaw@ggu.edu

LL.M. in Environmental Law Application
This application must be accompanied by a non-refundable $45 application fee and also by a personal statement. Your
personal statement should explain the reasons why you want to enroll in the LL.M. in Environmental Law and should describe
your qualifications for graduate study in environmental law. Qualifications may include descriptions of the nature of your law
practice, your experience in the environmental law field, or related academic preparation. Any other information which you
believe is relevant to evaluation of your application should also be included. (Note: A resume may be included with your personal statement. However, a resume is not required and is NOT acceptable without an accompanying personal statement.)
STATUS

o Full-time
o Fall 19

Application for:
Entering:

o Spring 19_

o Part-time
o Summer 19_

PERSONAL DATA
Social Security Number: ______
Tide:

0 Miss

0 Mrs.

OMs.

o Dr.

o Mr.

OOther_ _ __

Name:
FIRST

MIDDLE

LAST

Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
NUMB E R & STREET

CITY

STATE

ZIP

COUNTRY

Home phone:(_ _ _)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Work phone: (_ _ _)_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

E-mail: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Fax: (_ _ ), _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Date of Birth: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
MONTHIDAYIYEAR

Citizenship: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
COUNTRYIVISA STATUS IF NOT A U.S. CITIZEN

EDUCATION
Law School Attended: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Dates of Attendance: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Degree: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA): _ _ _ _ __

Class Rank: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

All Other Universities and Colleges Attended:
SCHOOL

DATES ATTENDED

DEGREE

Academic Awards, Honors, Scholarships: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Bar Admissions: __________________________________________
STATE AND DATE

Current Employer: _________________________________________
yourPosition: ____________________________________________

Previous Relevant Experience:

Your application will not be considered complete until we receive official transcripts from your law school(s) sent directly
Golden Gate University School of Law, LL.M. in Environmental Law Program.

The undersigned acknowledges that the name of any college or law school previously attended has not been omitted, and
that, if accepted, the applicant agrees to comply with all the rules and regulations of Golden Gate University.

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT

DATE

Mail this application, your personal statement, and $45 application fee to:
Golden Gate University School of Law
LL.M. in Environmental Law Program
536 Mission Street
San Francisco, CA 94105-2968

GOLDEN GATE UNIVERSITY WELCOMES APPLICANTS REGARDLESS OF RACE, SEX,
CREED, COLOR, HANDICAP, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, OR NATIONAL/ETHNIC ORIGIN.

to

GOLDEN GATE UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF LAW

536 Mission Street
San Francisco, CA 94105-2968
(415) 442-6630

