
  MENU

GGU Law Review Blog

Executive Order No. 13925: An Attempted Stop Sign on Our
Global Cyber-Freeway
The year 2020 has brought times of physical isolation and the world has turned to the Internet as a bridge to

normalcy. It is not uncommon for a person to wake up and grab his or her phone and consult it (rather than a

newspaper) to gather news, browse through friends’ video “stories” shared overnight, check what is “trending” via

Twitter, or even stream a popular video on YouTube. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Internet is more important

than ever before and its key to success is its immediacy.
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they’d like – very much like a tweet – was not enough for the site to be considered a “speaker” of those comments.

Thus, what Roommates.com clari�es is that there must be a showing of involvement near the level of requirement for

information content providers to lose their “Section 230 Immunity.”

Full Speed Ahead! 

            Executive Order No. 13925 con�icts with over twenty years of federal legislation and judicial decisions. Federal

courts have made clear that the actions Twitter took by placing a simple “fact check” mark is exactly the type of

behavior which Congress intended to protect when it enacted Section 230. Twitter did not require its user, in this

scenario President Trump, to tweet any content whatsoever and did not restrict his ability to do so. Twitter simply

placed a mark on his tweet. “Section 230 Immunity” was created to protect from liability a provider who has

undergone a good-faith effort of �ltering illegal or misleading content on its site, rather than considering the provider

as having availed itself of liability simply by acknowledging the illegal content. This protection is something expressly

elucidated by Section 230(c), which gives platforms the green light to restrict access to material they deem

questionable.
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With obvious Congressional intent, as well as convincing federal case law interpreting when a provider has immunity,

it seems likely that providers will continue their usual practices in the face of the order. To treat these providers any

differently now would ironically bring about more opportunities for censorship and likely bring a screeching halt to

the world’s bustling cyber-freeway. The Internet, as we know it, would cease to function if Executive Order No.

13925 took effect since platforms would not be willing to provide services if they could be held liable for users’

actions and/or they were afraid to take action when problematic content appeared. 
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I love the topic of this blog: it’s scary-relevant. You bring a welcome levity to the discussion surrounding #twitler. The visuals

really pull everything together, nicely illustrating the connectedness of the cyberverse, whether it recall the Audobahn or a

space odyssey..
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