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Golden Gate University

School of Law

C l a s s  o f  2 0 0 1
C e n t e n n i a l

C o m m e n c e m e n t

Sa tu rda y,  t h e  Nin e t e en t h  o f  May

Two  Thou s and  One

Nob  Hi l l  Ma s on i c  Cen t e r

San  Fran c i s c o

Ten  O’C l o c k  A .M.
536 Miss ion St .reet

San Francisco,  CA 94105-2968

Melissa Kanas
The Alumni Association 
Endowed Scholarship

Michael Eric Shanker
The Frederick W. Bradley 
Endowed Scholarship

Wendy Rebecca Bemis
The Phillip Burton 
Endowed Law Scholarship

Dianne Rose Dobbs 
The Kevin J. Connell J.D. 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Mary Elizabeth Wilke 
The Environmental Law Scholarship

Yoshie Valadez 
The Richard W. Johnson 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Catharine Scott Langer 
The Hugh Geoffrey Major Endowed
Women’s Law Scholarship

Jennifer A. Jambor 
The Anthony J. Pagano 
Dean’s Merit Scholarship

Wendy Michele Morse
Heidi Rosenberg
Joseph R. & June B. Rensch Endowed
Scholarship

Kaprice Röell Brown
The Kathryn E. Ringgold Endowed
Scholarship

Cheryl Ann Smith 
The Professor James B. Smith
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

William Patrick Boyce 
The San Francisco Rotary Club 
Brad Swope Scholarship

Laura C. Simmons 
The Michael A. Zamperini /
W. Clay Burchell Scholarship

Lainie Elissa Cohen 
The Joseph and Ruth Zukor Memorial
Scholarship

Recipients  of Law School 
Named & Memorial  Scholarships Program

GREETING Peter G. Keane
Dean, Golden Gate University School of Law

WELCOME Philip Friedman
President, Golden Gate University

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREES President Friedman
The Hon. Harry W. Low, Master of Laws, Honoris Causa, Environmental Law

The Hon. Cynthia Ming-Mei Lee (J.D. 1974), Master of Laws, Honoris Causa

Myron M. Christy, Master of Laws, Honoris Causa

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS The Honorable Harry W. Low
Insurance Commissioner for the State of California

CONFERRING OF DEGREES President Friedman
Dean Keane

Associate Dean Marci Kelly
Master of Laws in Taxation

Distinguished Professor Sompong Sucharitkul
Master of Laws in International Legal Studies

Professor Christine Pagano
Master of Laws in United States Legal Studies

Associate Dean David B. Oppenheimer
Master of Laws in Environmental Law

JOHN A. GORFINKEL AWARD Marc H. Greenberg
Outstanding Instructor

J. LANI BADER AWARD Lubna Khan Jahangiri
Academic Excellence Class of 2001

PAUL S. JORDAN ACHIEVEMENT AWARD Gonzalo M. Del Castillo
Outstanding Student Contribution Class of 2001

STUDENT FAREWELL Angeli Achatz
Kris D. Ward

Class of 2001

ALUMNI WELCOME J. Kevin Allen
Class of 1997, University Alumni Board President-Elect

CLOSING REMARKS Dean Keane

The Class of 2001 dedicates these Commencement Exercises 
to the memory of our friend and classmate Bonnie Devine (1942-1999).



Golden Gate University

School of Law

C l a s s  o f  2 0 0 1
C e n t e n n i a l

C o m m e n c e m e n t

Sa tu rda y,  t h e  Nin e t e en t h  o f  May

Two  Thou s and  One

Nob  Hi l l  Ma s on i c  Cen t e r

San  Fran c i s c o

Ten  O’C l o c k  A .M.
536 Miss ion St .reet

San Francisco,  CA 94105-2968

Melissa Kanas
The Alumni Association 
Endowed Scholarship

Michael Eric Shanker
The Frederick W. Bradley 
Endowed Scholarship

Wendy Rebecca Bemis
The Phillip Burton 
Endowed Law Scholarship

Dianne Rose Dobbs 
The Kevin J. Connell J.D. 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Mary Elizabeth Wilke 
The Environmental Law Scholarship

Yoshie Valadez 
The Richard W. Johnson 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Catharine Scott Langer 
The Hugh Geoffrey Major Endowed
Women’s Law Scholarship

Jennifer A. Jambor 
The Anthony J. Pagano 
Dean’s Merit Scholarship

Wendy Michele Morse
Heidi Rosenberg
Joseph R. & June B. Rensch Endowed
Scholarship

Kaprice Röell Brown
The Kathryn E. Ringgold Endowed
Scholarship

Cheryl Ann Smith 
The Professor James B. Smith
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

William Patrick Boyce 
The San Francisco Rotary Club 
Brad Swope Scholarship

Laura C. Simmons 
The Michael A. Zamperini /
W. Clay Burchell Scholarship

Lainie Elissa Cohen 
The Joseph and Ruth Zukor Memorial
Scholarship

Recipients  of Law School 
Named & Memorial  Scholarships Program

GREETING Peter G. Keane
Dean, Golden Gate University School of Law

WELCOME Philip Friedman
President, Golden Gate University

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREES President Friedman
The Hon. Harry W. Low, Master of Laws, Honoris Causa, Environmental Law

The Hon. Cynthia Ming-Mei Lee (J.D. 1974), Master of Laws, Honoris Causa

Myron M. Christy, Master of Laws, Honoris Causa

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS The Honorable Harry W. Low
Insurance Commissioner for the State of California

CONFERRING OF DEGREES President Friedman
Dean Keane

Associate Dean Marci Kelly
Master of Laws in Taxation

Distinguished Professor Sompong Sucharitkul
Master of Laws in International Legal Studies

Professor Christine Pagano
Master of Laws in United States Legal Studies

Associate Dean David B. Oppenheimer
Master of Laws in Environmental Law

JOHN A. GORFINKEL AWARD Marc H. Greenberg
Outstanding Instructor

J. LANI BADER AWARD Lubna Khan Jahangiri
Academic Excellence Class of 2001

PAUL S. JORDAN ACHIEVEMENT AWARD Gonzalo M. Del Castillo
Outstanding Student Contribution Class of 2001

STUDENT FAREWELL Angeli Achatz
Kris D. Ward

Class of 2001

ALUMNI WELCOME J. Kevin Allen
Class of 1997, University Alumni Board President-Elect

CLOSING REMARKS Dean Keane

The Class of 2001 dedicates these Commencement Exercises 
to the memory of our friend and classmate Bonnie Devine (1942-1999).



Rachel Hannah Abelson §
Angeli C. Achatz §
Avid Eli Alavi §
John Joseph Alexander
Leslie K. Araya §
Rosebelle Arce v
John Peara Baba
Brett Arthur Baer § i
Anand Balaguru §
Theresa Baumgartner
Alan B. Bayer
Wendy Rebecca Bemis
Jennifer Englert Benesis ´∅
Odysseus Berouklis Jr.
Christine Bogosian §
Heather E. Borlase
William Patrick Boyce §
Kimberly J. Brayton t
Kaprice Röell Brown ‡ § t
Patricia Elizabeth Caldwell § v
Lisa Marie Calero §
Gerald Chan § i
Mathias Gerard Chaplin
Kit Wai Rosana Cheung §
Joseph Chianese §
Lainie Elissa Cohen ´ ◊
Jeffrey C. Colar
Jennifer Anne Conta
Lisa Anne Corman-Roberts
Michael A. Costa §
Meghan Louise Crowell ◊
Jeffrey G. Cushing
Gonzalo M. Del Castillo §
Claudine Marie Delagnes
Maria de Lourdes Desloge
Dianne Rose Dobbs §
Vade Spencer Donaldson §
Lorenzo Alessandro Alberto Donati §
Christopher Adam D’Ovidio §
Jane R. Dressler §
Angela N. Eden
Rebecca J. Elms Chapman ◊ §
Jahan S. Fadavi ‡ 
Matthew James Faulkner
Dean Warren Feldman
Beth A. Fowler §
Melina Mérlin Fullbright §
Bianca Garcia §

Laura Kathryn Goddard §
Jason H. Gorowitz §
Harjit Kaur Gosal §
Kenneth R. Graham
Michael A. Hackett
Elizabeth Caryl Hadden
Susanne Maj Karin Hakansson 
Mahsa Hakimi §
Jerome Donald Handley Jr.
Shannon Lee Hardin
Amara Harrell ´
Chance Colbert Hawkins
James L. Heard III
Michael Bradford Hitchcock ‡
Rachele Hoag §
Frank Huang §
Hui Hui Huang §
Cyndi Van Huynh
Amanda A. Inocencio
Lubna Khan Jahangiri ´ ◊ §
Jennifer A. Jambor ´ ◊
Ayanna La’Kiedra Jenkins-Toney
Lori A. Johnson § ∅
Melissa Kanas ´ §
Manjit Kang §
Marcelin Elizabeth Keever §
Maryam Khotani
Michael H. Kim
Jeff Kim
Samuel Ki-Bum Kim
Todd Peter Knudsen
H. Sun Ko §
Rimpel K. Kodial
Catharine Scott Langer ´
Laura Madelaine Langone
Holly Catherine Larsen v
Mark Frederick Lechner
Cynthia Ann Lemus ∅
Todd Matthew Leventhal
Nikolaos Nektarios Leventis §
Felicia A. Lightfoot §
Chuang Han Lin §
Mark Anthony Lizcano
Lisa Lockwood ∅
Clifton J. Lurkis
Kristin A. Lynch §
Brian Neal Marion
Suzanne Denise Mattis

Master of Laws in 
International Legal Studies

Doctor of Jurisprudence

Hashem Mohammad Ahmad
Shashikala Alagarswamy
Ashmeed Ali
Srivalli Avala
Cristian Rodrigo Calvo Ganzur
Catherine Ann Cary
Peter Tak-Wai Chiang
Charlotte Fladmark Hauge
Daniel Satoru Honda
Nils Holger Koefoed
Gwenn E. Le Dall
Sylvie Guldalian Tozkoparan
Jui-Fen Lin
Hsiao-Wen Liu
Janie Morgan

Kongsak Musikanond
Rose Wanjiku Njugu
Francisco Salazar Nogales
Janaina Oliveira Pettibone
Florence Poli
Hussam Zaid Qudah
Leslie Melissa Rose
Rajneesh Sahi
Warintharat Susriwaraput
Zizheng Tang
Kaittisak Terawanich
Theadora Kathy Vriheas
Michael J. Wheatley
Xinwu Wu
Dana Zartner Falstrom

Kelly McCarthy
Walter S. Meier
Jeff Michaelson §
James T. Mitchell § ∅
Yogeeta Nalini Mohan §
Wendi Michele Morse
Robert Jacob Moskowitz §
Michael Paul Muzzy ◊ i
Lisa Louise Nelson
Chun-Ling Ng §
Mitch Mohammad Niayesh §
Robert L. Oca
Ryan Boado O’Connor
Leo James Pajarillo §
Joan Frances Peterson ∅
Alisa Rosen Preil
Stacey Leffler Ravetta ‡ v
Sara Raymond § v
Eric B. Read §
Diana Morgan Redding i
Andrea J. Reive §
Melanie Christina Robinson
Davina Anne Roche
Heidi Rosenberg ∅
Particia Ann Rowe
Andrew H. Scal
Arthur Raymond Scears
Peter Erich Schurig ◊ i
Carey Dawn Sebera §
Lee S. Sehon
Michael Eric Shanker ◊ §
Richard Le Grande Sheppard III
Bokyun Andrew Shin i
Sarit Simhayoff-Cohen i

Laura C. Simmons ´
David Pingkin Siu
Tamara Dorothy Slye
Cheryl Ann Smith
Kenneth S. Sogabe ‡ ∅
Russell Stanaland ‡ ∅
Mee Stevens 
Andrej L. Stoelting
Margaret Y. Tai
Francesca J. Thacher
Michael S. Toni
James Toan Tran i
Yoshie Valadez
Jesús Manuel Vargas
Elaine Irene Videa
Todd Michael Vollmerhausen ◊
Kelly R. Wallace
Chia-Kang Wang §
Kris D. Ward §
John Robert Waterman
Joseph R. Wheeler ‡
Leongah Wheeler
Mischa Airen White ◊
Travis Scot White §
Cheryl L. Wickham
Mary Elizabeth Wilke ◊ §
James David Wilkins ‡ ◊ ∅
Gayle NeVerne Williams
Carl Marden Williamson
Jeffrey Bryan Wolfert
Sara Wright ◊ §
Deborah Mew Ling Yeung ◊ §
Roger D. Yuen
Mark Edward Zeller

Mee Stevens
Bankruptcy Law Award

Wendy Rebecca Bemis
Civil Litigation

Melissa Kanas
Corporate and Commercial Law

Melissa Kanas
Criminal Law

Angeli C. Achatz
Criminal Litigation

Christopher Adam D’Ovidio
Environmental Law

Chun-Ling Ng
Family Law

Beth A. Fowler
Grotius Award for Academic Excellence
in International Law

Frank Huang 
Grotius Award for Academic Excellence
in International Law

Chuang Han Lin
Grotius Award for Academic Excellence
in International Law

Mahsa Hakimi
Intellectual Property Law

Lisa Anne Corman-Roberts
Labor and Employment Law

Kristin A. Lynch
Labor and Employment Law

James T. Mitchell
International Academy of Trial 
Lawyers Outstanding Student in 
the Field of Litigation

Vade Spencer Donaldson
Public Interest Law

Michael Eric Shanker
Public Interest Law

Michael Bradford Hitchcock
Real Estate Law

Rachel Hannah Abelson
Taxation

Samuel Ki-Bum Kim
Taxation

Lubna Khan Jahangiri
J. Lani Bader Award for Academic
Excellence

Jonathan Chu
Rose Elizabeth Bird Award for
Professionalism and Integrity

Gonzalo M. Del Castillo
Paul S. Jordan Achievement Award

Student Achievement Awards

Pieter Bogaerts
Wei Chen
Andrea Glock
Lukas Gründler
Bin Gui
Sophie Guilhem-Ducleon
Raphaël Kaminsky
Christine Melusine Jessika Kranich
Li-Ya Lilian Lai

Xiong Lan
Sriraman Madhunika
Suping Pan
Janaina Pettibone
Manon Pischel
Ran Wang
Catherine Peran-Ziegler
Shanshan Zou

Master of Laws in 
United States  Legal Studies

John Cameran Brainerd
James George Burns
Hana Sheilds Callaghan
Eve T Contente
Mahmood Reza Daneshvar
Debra Davis
Ernest F. Der
Carolyn M. Dorsch
Terence Doyle
Daniel Chin Fan
Kimberly S. Farrington
Timothy Andrew Gill
Chong Sung Hong
Chu-Ling, Julia Hsiao
Robert Charles Hubbs
Daniel Omon Iyayi
John Mosby Judge
Gary J. Keleher
Mary Geneva Fernandez Kuchlenz
Amy Lee Kurokawa
Jan Barkin Kutchen
James D. Lee
Martiza B. Leon
Gary Richard Livingston

Anne D. McGowan
Gina Gwyn McLeod
Yvonne Linda Nichols
Tiffany Dawn Norman-Santos
Henry Peters
Sheryl Ann Phipps
Amante Albano Pimentel
Stacey Poole
Blake S. Posner
Michael L. Quintal
Katherine Porter Ragusa
Susan Ruscigno
Mazen G. Salfiti
William Edward Saul
Stuart Gober Schmidt
Beth Kristin Shvodian
Helen M. Smolinski
Danny Clifford Stamey
Gary Joseph Talavera
Jill Thorpe
Geraldine F. Tracy
Laura Rebecca Urich
Robert D. Vale

Master of Laws in Taxation

´ Highest Honors
‡ Honors
◊ Integrated Professional Apprenticeship Program (IPAC)
§ Earned Certificate(s) of Specialization
i J.D./M.B.A.
t J.D./Ph.D.
v Golden Gate University Law Review Member & Editor
∅ Golden Gate University Law Review Member

Stuart B. Claire
Anil K. Mehta

Patricia M. Nelson

Master of Laws in 
Environmental Law
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Xinwu Wu
Dana Zartner Falstrom

Kelly McCarthy
Walter S. Meier
Jeff Michaelson §
James T. Mitchell § ∅
Yogeeta Nalini Mohan §
Wendi Michele Morse
Robert Jacob Moskowitz §
Michael Paul Muzzy ◊ i
Lisa Louise Nelson
Chun-Ling Ng §
Mitch Mohammad Niayesh §
Robert L. Oca
Ryan Boado O’Connor
Leo James Pajarillo §
Joan Frances Peterson ∅
Alisa Rosen Preil
Stacey Leffler Ravetta ‡ v
Sara Raymond § v
Eric B. Read §
Diana Morgan Redding i
Andrea J. Reive §
Melanie Christina Robinson
Davina Anne Roche
Heidi Rosenberg ∅
Particia Ann Rowe
Andrew H. Scal
Arthur Raymond Scears
Peter Erich Schurig ◊ i
Carey Dawn Sebera §
Lee S. Sehon
Michael Eric Shanker ◊ §
Richard Le Grande Sheppard III
Bokyun Andrew Shin i
Sarit Simhayoff-Cohen i

Laura C. Simmons ´
David Pingkin Siu
Tamara Dorothy Slye
Cheryl Ann Smith
Kenneth S. Sogabe ‡ ∅
Russell Stanaland ‡ ∅
Mee Stevens 
Andrej L. Stoelting
Margaret Y. Tai
Francesca J. Thacher
Michael S. Toni
James Toan Tran i
Yoshie Valadez
Jesús Manuel Vargas
Elaine Irene Videa
Todd Michael Vollmerhausen ◊
Kelly R. Wallace
Chia-Kang Wang §
Kris D. Ward §
John Robert Waterman
Joseph R. Wheeler ‡
Leongah Wheeler
Mischa Airen White ◊
Travis Scot White §
Cheryl L. Wickham
Mary Elizabeth Wilke ◊ §
James David Wilkins ‡ ◊ ∅
Gayle NeVerne Williams
Carl Marden Williamson
Jeffrey Bryan Wolfert
Sara Wright ◊ §
Deborah Mew Ling Yeung ◊ §
Roger D. Yuen
Mark Edward Zeller

Mee Stevens
Bankruptcy Law Award

Wendy Rebecca Bemis
Civil Litigation

Melissa Kanas
Corporate and Commercial Law

Melissa Kanas
Criminal Law

Angeli C. Achatz
Criminal Litigation

Christopher Adam D’Ovidio
Environmental Law

Chun-Ling Ng
Family Law

Beth A. Fowler
Grotius Award for Academic Excellence
in International Law

Frank Huang 
Grotius Award for Academic Excellence
in International Law

Chuang Han Lin
Grotius Award for Academic Excellence
in International Law

Mahsa Hakimi
Intellectual Property Law

Lisa Anne Corman-Roberts
Labor and Employment Law

Kristin A. Lynch
Labor and Employment Law

James T. Mitchell
International Academy of Trial 
Lawyers Outstanding Student in 
the Field of Litigation

Vade Spencer Donaldson
Public Interest Law

Michael Eric Shanker
Public Interest Law

Michael Bradford Hitchcock
Real Estate Law

Rachel Hannah Abelson
Taxation

Samuel Ki-Bum Kim
Taxation

Lubna Khan Jahangiri
J. Lani Bader Award for Academic
Excellence

Jonathan Chu
Rose Elizabeth Bird Award for
Professionalism and Integrity

Gonzalo M. Del Castillo
Paul S. Jordan Achievement Award

Student Achievement Awards

Pieter Bogaerts
Wei Chen
Andrea Glock
Lukas Gründler
Bin Gui
Sophie Guilhem-Ducleon
Raphaël Kaminsky
Christine Melusine Jessika Kranich
Li-Ya Lilian Lai

Xiong Lan
Sriraman Madhunika
Suping Pan
Janaina Pettibone
Manon Pischel
Ran Wang
Catherine Peran-Ziegler
Shanshan Zou

Master of Laws in 
United States  Legal Studies

John Cameran Brainerd
James George Burns
Hana Sheilds Callaghan
Eve T Contente
Mahmood Reza Daneshvar
Debra Davis
Ernest F. Der
Carolyn M. Dorsch
Terence Doyle
Daniel Chin Fan
Kimberly S. Farrington
Timothy Andrew Gill
Chong Sung Hong
Chu-Ling, Julia Hsiao
Robert Charles Hubbs
Daniel Omon Iyayi
John Mosby Judge
Gary J. Keleher
Mary Geneva Fernandez Kuchlenz
Amy Lee Kurokawa
Jan Barkin Kutchen
James D. Lee
Martiza B. Leon
Gary Richard Livingston

Anne D. McGowan
Gina Gwyn McLeod
Yvonne Linda Nichols
Tiffany Dawn Norman-Santos
Henry Peters
Sheryl Ann Phipps
Amante Albano Pimentel
Stacey Poole
Blake S. Posner
Michael L. Quintal
Katherine Porter Ragusa
Susan Ruscigno
Mazen G. Salfiti
William Edward Saul
Stuart Gober Schmidt
Beth Kristin Shvodian
Helen M. Smolinski
Danny Clifford Stamey
Gary Joseph Talavera
Jill Thorpe
Geraldine F. Tracy
Laura Rebecca Urich
Robert D. Vale

Master of Laws in Taxation

´ Highest Honors
‡ Honors
◊ Integrated Professional Apprenticeship Program (IPAC)
§ Earned Certificate(s) of Specialization
i J.D./M.B.A.
t J.D./Ph.D.
v Golden Gate University Law Review Member & Editor
∅ Golden Gate University Law Review Member

Stuart B. Claire
Anil K. Mehta

Patricia M. Nelson

Master of Laws in 
Environmental Law
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Melissa Kanas
The Alumni Association 
Endowed Scholarship

Michael Eric Shanker
The Frederick W. Bradley 
Endowed Scholarship

Wendy Rebecca Bemis
The Phillip Burton 
Endowed Law Scholarship

Dianne Rose Dobbs 
The Kevin J. Connell J.D. 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Mary Elizabeth Wilke 
The Environmental Law Scholarship

Yoshie Valadez 
The Richard W. Johnson 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Catharine Scott Langer 
The Hugh Geoffrey Major Endowed
Women’s Law Scholarship

Jennifer A. Jambor 
The Anthony J. Pagano 
Dean’s Merit Scholarship

Wendy Michele Morse
Heidi Rosenberg
Joseph R. & June B. Rensch Endowed
Scholarship

Kaprice Röell Brown
The Kathryn E. Ringgold Endowed
Scholarship

Cheryl Ann Smith 
The Professor James B. Smith
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

William Patrick Boyce 
The San Francisco Rotary Club 
Brad Swope Scholarship

Laura C. Simmons 
The Michael A. Zamperini /
W. Clay Burchell Scholarship

Lainie Elissa Cohen 
The Joseph and Ruth Zukor Memorial
Scholarship

Recipients  of Law School 
Named & Memorial  Scholarships Program

GREETING Peter G. Keane
Dean, Golden Gate University School of Law

WELCOME Philip Friedman
President, Golden Gate University

CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREES President Friedman
The Hon. Harry W. Low, Master of Laws, Honoris Causa, Environmental Law

The Hon. Cynthia Ming-Mei Lee (J.D. 1974), Master of Laws, Honoris Causa

Myron M. Christy, Master of Laws, Honoris Causa

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS The Honorable Harry W. Low
Insurance Commissioner for the State of California

CONFERRING OF DEGREES President Friedman
Dean Keane

Associate Dean Marci Kelly
Master of Laws in Taxation

Distinguished Professor Sompong Sucharitkul
Master of Laws in International Legal Studies

Professor Christine Pagano
Master of Laws in United States Legal Studies

Associate Dean David B. Oppenheimer
Master of Laws in Environmental Law

JOHN A. GORFINKEL AWARD Marc H. Greenberg
Outstanding Instructor

J. LANI BADER AWARD Lubna Khan Jahangiri
Academic Excellence Class of 2001

PAUL S. JORDAN ACHIEVEMENT AWARD Gonzalo M. Del Castillo
Outstanding Student Contribution Class of 2001

STUDENT FAREWELL Angeli Achatz
Kris D. Ward

Class of 2001

ALUMNI WELCOME J. Kevin Allen
Class of 1997, University Alumni Board President-Elect

CLOSING REMARKS Dean Keane

The Class of 2001 dedicates these Commencement Exercises 
to the memory of our friend and classmate Bonnie Devine (1942-1999).
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