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for sale or distribution within the San Diego County Market-
ing Ares the minimum cost of transportation by public carrier
from the point of shipment fo the Knndsen plant at San

Diego.

Hehaner, d., coneurred,

Appellant’s petition for a rehearing was denied July 26,
1951, Hdmonds, J., and Schauer, J., voted for a rehesring.

8. F. No. 18026, In Bank. June 29, 1951.]

LEE ON et al.,, Appellants, v. JAMES LONG, Individually
and as Sheriff, ete., et al, Respondents.

[1] Gaming—TForfeiture~—Consistent with the general rule gov-
erning econstruction of statutes involving forfeitures, it is
proper to deny a county’s petition for forfeiture of money
used in illegal gambling games at the time it was seized by
the sheriff, where no statute expressly authorizes such for-
feiture. (See Pen. Code, §2604.)

{21 Contracts—Legality—Effect of Illegality—Enforceability.—A
party to an illegal contract may not successfully invoke judi~
cial aid to have his illegal objects carried out, nor set up a
case in whiech he must necessarily disclose an illegal purpose
as a basis for his claim.

{31 Id.—XLegality—Efect of Illegality—Enforceability.—The rule
that eourts will not lend assistanee to persons whose claim
for relief rests on an illegal contract is not limited in its appli-
cation to the illegal transaetion, as distinguished from an
attempt to set up a elaim against a third party based on the
law’s violation.

{41 Gaming—~Contracts—Recovery of Money Seized.—Courts will
not lend their aid to enable persons who were engaged in gam-
bling activities at the time of their arrest, and who pleaded
guilty to violation of the gaming law as charged following
their arrest and paid the fines imposed, to recover the money
which was then in actual use in such activities.

[11 See 12 Cal.Jur. 633, 634; 23 Am.Jur. 601; 24 Am.Jur. 438.
[2] See 6 CalJur. 148; 12 Am. Jur. 737,

McK. Dig. References: [1] Gaming, §4a; [2,3] Contracts, § 76;
[4,5] Gaming, §27; [6] Trover and Conversion, § 32(2).
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167 Id—Contracts—TRecovery of Monsy Seized.—The rule preciud-
ing plaintiffs admitting violation of the law, which they must
diselose as the groundwork of their claim, from recovery of
money which was in actual nse in their illegal activities when
seized by the sheriff, is grounded on public policy and is not
affected by independent considerations entering into the siatu-
tory declaration limiting forfeitures to those expressly imposed
by law., (Pen, Code, § 2604.)

181 Trover and Conversion—Burden of Proof—In an action for
conversion, plaintiff must recover on the strength of his own
title and not on the weakness of his adversary.

APPEAL from a judgment of the Superior Court of Contra
Costa County. Homer W, Patterson, Judge. Affirmed.

Actlon to recover money seized while in use in gambling
games condueted in viclation of law. Judgment for defend-
ants affirmed.

Deasy & Dodge and Philip L. Evans for Appellants.

Fred N. Howser and Edmund G, Brown, Attorneys General,
Clarence A, Linn, Deputy Attorney General, Francis W. Col-
lins, District Attorney {(Contra Costa), and Thomas F. Me-
Bride, Deputy District Attorney, for Respondents.

J. F. Coakley, District Attorney (Alameda), R. Robert
Hunter, Assistant District Attorney, Richard H. Klippert,
Deputy Distriet Attorney, William K. Simpson, District At-
torney (Lios Angeles), J. Franeis O’'Shea, Distriect Attorney
{Sacramento), J. D. Keller, District Attorney (San Diego),
Thomas C. Lynch, District Attorney (San Francisco), Chester
Watson, District Attorney (San Joaquin), Louis De Matteis,
Distriet Attorney (San Mateo), and N. J. Menard, Distriet
Attorney (Santa Clara), as Amiei Curiae on behalf of Re-
spondents.

SPENCE, J~-The question to be determined is whether
the trial court erred in its judgment denying plaintiffs the
right to recover money seized while in use in gambling games,
which games were being conducted in vielation of law. Con-
sistent with the settled principle that the courts will not lend
assistance to persons whose claim for relief rests on an illegal
transaction, it is our conclusion that plaintiffs cannot prevail.

[6] See 22 Cal.Jur. 167.
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In August, 1945, plaintiffs were arresied in a gambling
raid made on certain premises in Kl Cerrito. Thereafter
plaintiffs were charged with the violation of section 330 of
the Penal Code {gaming); and wupon arraignment, they
pleaded guilty to the charges and paid the fines imposed.

In the course of the raid, the sheriff and his deputies seized
from the tables at which plaintiffs were seated certain dice,
dominoes, playing cards, lottery tickets, and money in the
amount of $6,248.35. The county of Contra Costa filed a peti-
tion in the superior court praying for an order authorizing
destruction of the gambling paraphernalia and forfeiture of
the money. Plaintiffs in turn brought suit against the sheriff,
Long, and the distriet attorney, Collins, for the return of
the money. The two cases were tried upon the same evi-
dence. The court ordered confiscation of the gambling para-
phernalia but with respeet to the money, it denied both the
county’s petition for forfeiture and also plaintiffs’ prayer
for its return.

In the disposition of plaintiffs’ action, the trial court found,
in accord with the undisputed testimony of the sheriff, de-
fendant Long, that the money was seized from gambling tables
where it was ““in use in gambling games’’; that plaintiffs had
pleaded guilty to the violation of section 330 of the Penal Code
and each had paid a fine of $250; that the money had been
deposited by defendant Liong with the county treasurer, and
that plaintiffs had failed to file a claim ‘““against defendants
in their official capacity . . . pursuant fo the requirements of
Section 29704 of the Government Code.”” Upon these find-
ings, the eourt coneluded that plaintiffs’ claim was barred by
their failure to comply with said section 29704; that the
money ‘‘at the time of [its] seizure’’ was being “‘used in vio-
lation of the [state] gaming laws’’; and that ‘‘the law will
not lend its support to a claim founded on its own violation.”’
From the adverse judgment accordingly entered, plaintiffs
have appealed,

The principal question on this appeal, the answer o which
appears to he determinative, is whether plaintiffs, despite
their claim of ownership and right to possession of the money
in question, are nevertheless barred from its recovery by the
trial court’s findings that the money was ‘“‘at the time of its
seizure in use in gambling games,”” which games were being
condueted in viclation of law. Plaintiffs do not contest the
propriety of these findings, but they argue that the trial court’s
refusal to return the money to them is contrary to the statu-
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tory provisions limiting the scope of forfeitures. To this
point, plaintiffs cite section 2604 of the Penal Code, declaring
that ‘‘No conviction of any person for a crime works any
forfeiture of any property, except in cases in which a for-
feiture is expressly imposed by law.”” The Legislature has
provided in two instances for the forfeiture of money used in
garbling, neither of which iz applicable here: Penal Code,
§ 835a, having to do with gambling devices other than those
here involved ; and seetion 525, dealing with lottery activities,
as to which the seized money was in nowise connected nnder
the evidence or the court’s findings. [1] Consistent with
the general rule governing the construction of statutes involv-
ing forfeiturves (12 Cal.Jur. § 3, pp. 633-634), the trial court
properly recogunized the limits of its express statutory author-
ity and denied the county’s petition for forfeiture ‘‘as far
as the money [was] coneerned.”” (Cf. Chapman v. Aggeler,
47 Cal.App.2d 848, 860-861 [119 P.2d 204].) However, the
present case on appeal does not concern the law of forfeitures,
but rather relates to the question of whether plaintiffs, ad-
mittedly engaged in illegal gambling activities at the time of
the raid and their arrest, are in a position to assert their
ownership and right to possession of the money that was then
in actual nse in such activities, and to enlist the aid of the
court in seeking to have it restored to them.

[2] ‘‘No principle of law is betfer settled than that a party
to an illegal contract cannot come into a court of law and ask
to have his illegal objects carried out; nor can he set up a
case in which he must necessarily disclose an illegal purpose
as the groundwork of his eclaim.”” (17 C.J.8. § 272, p. 6566.)
[3] Nor is this established rule limited in its application to par-
ties to the illegal transaction as distinguished from an attempt
to set up a claim against a third party based on the law’s viola-
tion. (Schur v. Johnson, 2 Cal.App.2d 680, 683 [38 P.2d4
8447 Asher v. Johnson, 26 Cal.App.2d 403, 413 [79 P.2d
4571.) As was said in the Schur case at pages 683-684, ““the
test of its [the rule’s] application is whether the plaintiff
can establish his case otherwise than through the medium
of an illegal transaction to which he himself is a party.”’
Likewise illustrative of the courts’ attitude towards the en-
forcement of a demand ‘‘connected with an illegal transac-
tion’’ is the statement in the Asher case at page 416: “°If the
plaintiff cannot open his ease without showing that he has
broken the law, the court will not assist him, whatever his
claim of justice may be upon the defendant.”” In such cases,
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the illegal natuve of the transaction creates a ‘‘disability in
[the] plaintift.”” (17 C.J.8. § 272, p. 659.)

[4] Here it is manifest that plaintiffs could not, and did
not prove their right to possession of the seized money with-
out disclosing that it was in use in their illegal gambling activi-
ties at the time of the raid and their arrest in the gambling
establishment. Moreover, plaintiffs pleaded guilty to the vio-
lation of the gaming law as charged following their arrest
and paid the fines imposed, Shall the courts then lend their
aid to enable persons such as plaintiffs, who have com-
mitted a eriminal offense, to recover the money which was in
actual use in the perpetration thereof? Such question must
be answered in the negative under the principles enunciated
in Schur v. Johnson, supra, 2 Cal. App.2d 680, and Asher v.
Johnson, supra, 26 Cal.App.2d 403, where the operators of
illegal tango establishments sought to recover sales taxes which
they paid to the state under protest that such levies had been
improperly made on their gambling games. In the last cited
cases, plaintiffs were denied recovery on the ground that they
had to rely on their unlawful business to establish their right
to recover the money wrongfully collected. In so holding,
the court in the Asher case pertinently said at page 408: ““We
cannot afford to temporize on principles which vitally affect
the public welfare.”” As involving fundamentally similar
legal considerations, the court there cited and guoted at length
(26 Cal.App.2d 410-411) from the leading case of Dorrell v.
Clark, 90 Mont. 585 [4 P.2d 712, 79 A.L.R. 1000] holding that
the owner or possessor of a slot machine, which is lawfully
seized by a sheriff or a police officer, is not entitled to the
refurn of the money found therein. The same general rea-
soning has been followed by courts in other jurisdictions in
refusing to restore to alleged owners money earmarked or
segregated as part of gambling operations and lawfully seized
along with gambling paraphernalia in the course of a gambling
raid. {(Hofferman v. Simmons, 290 N.Y. 449 [49 N.K.24 523,
5271 ; Germania Club v. City of Chicago, 332 IlLApp. 112
[74 N.E.2d 29, 380} ; State v. McNichols, 63 Idaho 100 [117
P.2d 468, 469-470] ; State v. Johnson, 52 N.M. 229 [195 P.2d
1017, 10207 ; see, also, Fairmount Engine Co. v. Montgomery
To., 135 Pa.Super. 367 [5 A.2d 419, 420-421]; Krug v. Board
of Chasen Frecholders, 3 N.J.Super. 22 [65 A.2d 542, 544].)

[57 Faually applicable here as in the Asher case is the
fundamental legal prineiple of the Dorrell decision in pre-
cluding plaintiffs, ‘‘admitting the violation of the law,”’” which
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they must disclose as ‘‘the groundwork of [their] claim,”’
from recovery of the money which was in actual use in their
illegal gambling activities. (Dorrell v. Clark, supra, 90 Mont.
585 [4 P.2d4 712, T14].) 1t is not a question of the ultimate
digposition of the seized money, but rather application of a
“salutary rule invoked to uphold law and order.”” (Asher
v. Johnson, supra, 26 Cal.App.2d 403, 414.) This principle
of the law, grounded on public policy, is not affected by
the independent considerations entering into the statutory
declaration limiting forfeitures to those ‘‘expressly imposed
by law.”” (Pen. Code, § 2604.) [6] As pointed out in the Doxr-
rell case (4 P.2d 718) in an action for conversion, ‘‘the
plaintiff must recover, if at all, upon the strength of his own
title and not upon the weakness of his adversary . . .”” (See,
also, 22 CalJur. § 42, p. 167.) Under these eircumstances,
the trial court did not undertake to declare a forfeiture but
properly held that plaintiffs were not entitled to prevail in
their suit for recovery of the seized gambling funds. (See
Dorrell v. Clark, suprae, 90 Mont. 585 [4 P.2d 712, 714].)

In view of the conclusion reached on the question heretofore
discussed, it is unnecessary to determine whether plaintiffs
would be barred in any event because of their failure to present
a claim in the manner provided in section 29704 of the Govern-
ment Code (formerly Pol. Code, § 4075}.

The judgment is affirmed.
Gibson, C. J., Shenk, J., and Edmonds, J., conenrred.

CARTER, J—1 dissent,.

The majority opinion holds, eontrary to the statutes, that
a person convicted of gambling (Pen. Code, § 330) may be
subjected to two penalties, fine or imprisonment and the loss
of the money that was used in the gambling enterprise and
seized by the arresting officers. It arrives at that astonishing
conclusion by equally astonishing reasoning. It concedes that
the state could not declare a forfeiture of the money—that it
is not contraband. Yet it concludes that if the state does
seize it and iz unlewfully holding it, the owners cannot re-
cover it. If the result of that conclusion is not confiscation
or forfeiture, then the law is indeed an ‘‘ass,”” for it forsakes
logic and reason for sophistry-—a mere play on words result-
ing in a legal paradox—the state ecannot acquire title—the
owner cannot recover possession from the state.
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The majority announces the broad rule that where any
property is used in the commission of any unlawful act and the
officers seize 1t while making an arrest (I assume it was law-
fully seized and could be held as evidence for the trial), then
the state may retain it although it cannot declare it forfeited.
The implications of that rule are far reaching and inimical
to our coneept of justice. Tt may even go so far that any time
a traffic officer has the notion, he may seize a car which he
claims is being used in violation of any of the innumerable
traffic laws. A pertinent illustration is suggested by what is
done under the ordinances which authorize the towing away
of cars when parked in prohibited areas. If the city should
decide that it would like to use those ears for earrying on its
business, it may do so. Aecording to the majority opinion
they could not be confiscated but the owners could not recover
them from the city. The same would be true of a horse run
in an illegal race.

The statutes in this state leave no room for doubt that prop-
erty used in the commission of an unlawful act eannot be
confiscated by the state unless the statute expressly so provides.
It is conceded by the majority that there is no statute author-
izing or permitting the forfeiture of money used in a gam-
bling game. The Penal Code provides: *‘No conviction of any
person for a erime works any forfeiture of any property, ex-
cept in cases in which a forfeiture is expressly imposed by
law; . . .77 (Pen. Code, §2604.) (Italics added.) A con-
vietion of gambling cannot, therefore, ““work’ a forfeiture;
that is, the law cannot “work’ a forfeiture. But this court,
by refusing to allow recovery of the money seized, puts itself
above the law and ‘‘works’ a forfeiture. This section has
been applied as not defeating an action to protect a home-
stead on property used for prostitution. In Harlan v. Schulze,
7 Cal.App. 287, 294-295 [94 P. 379], the court stated: “‘If
residing in a house of prostitution is a erime, as suggested by
respondent in view of section 315 of the Penal Code, we must
not overlook section 677 [the predecessor of § 26047 of the
same code, which declares: ‘No conviction of any person for
crime works any forfeiture of any property, except in cases
in which a forfeiture is expressly imposed by law; and all
forfeitures to the people of this state, in the nature of a deo-
dand, or where any person shall flee from justice, are abol-
ished.” ”” In Chapman v. Aggeler, 47 Cal.App.2d 848 [119
P.2d 204], the owner of slot machines seized by the police in
a raid, brought an action to recover them. Losing in the trial
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aled. The appellate eourt reversed and
vt to order return of the machines. The
1w part on the ground that there was no find-
nes w ere il‘\i‘ﬁ‘i for gambling, bul alse, said
attention to the faet that this
f‘%d fﬁei no erime eite ﬂ=e re-

1

ny person for crime works any for-

any pmm rix a>\;<‘,<z‘pt in eases in which a forfeiture
ed irv aw. . . . In all of chapter X of
e, which 18 entitled ‘Claming,” and where section
g, there was, prior to this vear, 1o provision for
Thiz can hardly be considered aeccidental sinee
receding chapfer dealing with lotteries contains a pro-
m for forfeifure in gection 325, an instance where for-
feiture is ‘expressly imposed by law.” DBut even there, in
order to make {orfeiture effective, an action must be brought
or an information filed ‘by the attornev-general, or by any
district attorney, in the name of the state.” And by this
procedure no lottery or gambling machine may be taken by
the state, but only the ‘moneys and property offered for sale or

Hpos

distribution. . . .7 In short, there is no statute in California
that has been ¢ ﬂ]ed to our attention or that we have been

able to find that in the court authority to declare a for-
feiture in a case such as we are considering. In the absence
of express statutory anthority, the order requiring the destruc-
tion of the property in gquestion is without legal sanction
and void.

“It follows from this that the portion of the judgment,
by which the court ordered the seized property to be destroyed
and a record entry made of itg destruction, eannot be sustained.

“Judgment reversed, without costs to either party, and the
cause remanded with instructions that judgment be entered
for plainteff entitling him to the return, forthawith, of ihe
seized pmpm*’*‘v 7 {(Italies added.) That case stands, there-
fore, for the proposition that if property, seized V»hﬂe being
used unlawinlly, may not be confiscated by the state, the owner
may recover it.

Furtherniore, it should be observed that the Legislature has
provided that the maximum penalty for the violation of sec-
tion 350 of the Penal Code, of which plaintiffs were convicted,
is a $500 fine. (Pen. Code, § 330.) Yet this court, by refusing
to allow recovery of the money, levies a fine of over $8,000.
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It has been held that the owper may v er money when it
is used in gaming and seized by the st wher e 18 1o
statute providing for a forfeiture. (Chappell v. Stapleton,
its 38 (198 8.E. 109] ; Kearne b, 278 TiL 17
}3 Mi}m Ta he‘\' q;ia g;fj?mamz

.:‘gpp.iz‘a. 4{)5 j
not in gmimf ‘or tzhey éi d not i y
right in the state to declare a jui‘ﬂmuﬂ un Ie ¥ ]
thorized by statute.  (Pen. Code, § 2604, supra.y Moreover
those cages ignored the rule, later diseussed, that a stranger to
the gambling game——the state here——cannot rely upon the ille-
galit : being made of the money.

The majority opinion rests its conclusion in part upon the
proposition that a third party, the state here, may raise the
claim of the illegality of the transaction between the partici-
pants in the game and cite Schur v, Johnson, supra, and Asher
v. Jehunson, supra. That 18 not the law in California or else-
where. For Ulustration, it is said in Kyne v. Kyne, 16 Cal.2d
436, 440 [106 P.2d 620} : “‘For example, a bank will not be
per ﬂilf‘itd to invoke the illegality of a contraect between two
individuals and thereby retain money which was the fruit of
the illegal transaction and which was deposited by one of them
for the account of the other.”” ({See cases collected 50 ALLR.
293.) Here, the state was not a party to the unlawful game
and it can make no claim to the money throungh the partici-
pants. It is in no different position than a thief who seized
the money from the table, and, as said in 29 California Law
Review 422, in commenting on the Schur and Asher cases,
supra: ‘It 1s difficult to see how the state’s wrongiul collec-
tion of taxes can in any way be said to make the state claim
through the tango proprietors. The state would be just as
much a stranger to the illegal business as would a thief, or
as was the bank in the case put by the court, supra, note 18,
The court’s refusal to aid the parties t¢ recover their money
geems to b(;z no more than a judicially ersated and imposed
penalty for carrying on the unlawful business.”” As we have
seen, the Legislature has fixed the penalty for gambling, and
stated that there could be no forfeiture. This court, therefore,
has no anthority fo increase it or impose g forfeiture. To do
%0 18 to nsurp the power of the Legiglature in violation of the
Constitution (art, 111, § 1},

Closely related to the last diseussed proposition is the ma-
jority’s conclusion that plaintiffs could not recover if they

i
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had to rely upon the illegal gambling transaction to prevail.
It is conceded that if they do not so have fo place their
reliance on such transaction they may prevail, and that is the
law. (Guerin v. Kirst, 33 Cal2d 402, 410 [202 P.2d 10,
7 ALR.S2d 922].) All they would need to show is that it
was their money that was on the table and the sheriff seized
it and that he or one of the defendants still retains it. For
what purpose the money was there or what use was being made
of it would be wholly immaterial, 1%t is no different than the
illustration given in Kyne v. Kyne, 16 Cal.2d 436, 440, supra,
of the bank holding funds involved in an illegal transaction
in which it was not a participant.

The majority opinion speaks of publie policy as the basis
for its conclusion. The question arises: Who is supreme in
that field, the Legislature or the courts? The Legislature, by
failing to provide for a forfeiture, and further stating, that
when it does not so provide, there shall be none (Pen. Code,
§ 2604, supra), has unequivoeally announced the policy that
persons engaged in gambling shall not be penalized by losing
the money used. The majority opinion nullifies this policy,
for it will not permit the owners of the money to recover it.
To say that that does not amount to a forfeiture is to deny
the obvious. It cannot be denied that by such a holding the
owners lose their property. The state has it and intends to
keep it. It cannot obtain title to it by forfeiture proceedings,
but no doubt it will eventually make use of it. It ecannot be
left in lmbo. It was said by Judge Augustus N. Hand, that
recovery of property involved in an illegal transaction will
not be barred ““where the res sought to be recovered is held in
eserow under what is in effect an order of interpleader so that
a refusal to act in favor of the complainant will amount to
affirmative action in favor of the other party.”” (Judson v.
Buckley, 130 F.2d 174, 180.) That is precisely the situation
here. The state does not have title and cannot have it de-
clared forfeited. It thus has mere possession, such as in
escrow, and to deny recovery by the owners amounts to an
““affirmative action in favor’® of the state, that is, forfeiture.
No one can prevent the state from using it as the only inter-
ested parties are the owners and they can do nothing. Henece
it follows that the state may and will appropriate it to its own
use with impunity and a forfeiture is effected in violation
of the express statutory provision to the contrary—another
legal paradox.

T would therefore reverse the judgment.
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SCHAUER, J., Dissenting.

T eoncur in the conclusion reached by Justice Carter. This
is not a case in which relief tenably can be denied upon the
ground that title iz claimed through an illegal transaction.
The claimants’ title here does not appear to have been derived
from gaming; on the contrary, it is asserfed and proved to
exist entirely independent of the gaming.

The action of this court does not strike down but, rather,
puts a premium on lawlessness. It accomplishes that which
conld properly be ordained, if at all, only on a forfeiture
statute clear and unmistakable in terms. There is no such
statute; the decision, therefore, invades the provinee of the
Tiegislature.

The mischievous results which may follow are legion.
Among other things it purports to give judicial protection
to hijacking. Anyone may appropriate any object used di-
rectly or indirectly in an unlawful activity. A lhostess enter-
taining at bridge or gin rummy or similar diversion may well
find her furniture (card tables, chairs, ete.) appropriated
and removed from her premises; she cannot recover them.
A player may find his eyeglasses taken from him; he eannot
recover them. It could not be burglary to uninvitedly and
surreptitionsly enter a private home for the purpose of ap-
propriating such objects.

ATl of this is enacted by this court to no worthy end. The
holding will not have the slightest deterrent effect on organ-
ized or professional gambling; it can be used to embarrass
and injure inoffensive and substantial citizens in their homes.

The judgment should be reversed.

TRAYNOR, J., Dissenting.
I econeur in the conclusion reached by Justices Carter and
Schauer.

Appellants’ petition for a rehearing was denied July 26,
1951, Carter, J., Traynor, J., and Schauer, J., voted for a
reliearing.
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