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Californ Teamsters lative and still rts 

secret lot slation for by a State or 

1 se a secret ele 

Chavez the U.F.W. opposed 1 secret 

1971, '72 and '73, while the Teamsters rted t-

able secret ballot legislation. 

I wou now like to have Cono Macias, Area sor 

the Western Conference of Teamsters Agricultural 

Committee, a few statements and 

Supervisor from Coachella. 

ALATORRE: 

ASSEMBLYMAN S 

get at was 

priest's uniform. 

to 

were you 

it. 

Mr. 

statement 

to s 

MR. LOMBARDO: Well, it 

Teamsters-- most of s 

Be 

I 

been 

I 

was a st then struck Mr. Mac 

first-hand from , I bel 

He would comment on the Teamsters s 

restaurant to such an 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: Are 

hit somebody who isn't apr st? 

MR. LOMBARDO: Not at all. 

Johnny Mac , Area 

that, Mr. S 

, what I was 

the pr t not wear 

't i 

knows of the 

0 

ace at 

to say 's 

Teamsters not 

r 

to 

a 

to 

rt 

violent activi Mr. Grammy for non-vio , to return to 

the fields after several incidences. The Teamsters do not at all 

condone such activity. 
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ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: wasn't 

were s 

CHAIRMAN Le me just r 

reco I Mr. 

1 but rt the 

s, one is 

1 n that was into law. 

MR. 

the Arnet 

Committee s benefit, 

now 

bene 

ses 

all comments 

Arnett 

I was under 

11, 

the 

11, I 

was 

Teamsters be 

we amount o 

re 

0 

to 

were 

CHAIRMAN 

ters 

On 

I 

Now, I 

n 

Wall Street 

star out--it had s 

got out of Th 

yo 

I' 

was 

so-

so-

-12 

11 

sion 

Sacramento I cou 

s 

for the 

a 

tate 

am 

area. 

so-

the 

to me 

convers 

Mr. 

Mr. 

ttee s 

t here 

fo 

f 

were sent 

rter r 

a ife one 
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a fork in the o He stood up, 

questioned Mike Falco's manhood. Seeing 

s hands, he he was 

At time, the so-cal 

over the area 

i 

a red windbreaker, white T-shirt, faded green sl 

shoes; and he's got long hair. On that particular 

there. 

was we 

tenn 

I was 

Now, the young lady did say that I led the charge. I 

don't know what she meant by that. I was there, but I did not 

yell "Charge" or "Go get them" or make any statements to at 

effect. 

what. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Were you arrested, Mr. Macias? 

MR. J. MACIAS: I don't know what for. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Were you arrested? 

MR. J. No, s I wasn't. I can't of 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Were members of Teamsters 

arres on that 

MR. J. MACIAS: I believe 

so many--it was mass confus I co 

with the Sheriff's Department. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Do you know 

arrested? Any strikers arres 

MR. J. MACIAS: At that 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Yes. 

MR. J. MACIAS: No, I don t. 

check with the Sheriff's Department. 
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MR. J. MACIAS: Right, 

SIEROTY: ... if 

Amendment. 

want to 

if you want to to us I wan 

t whether you ipated 

didn't 

MR. J. MACIAS: I was there7 about the 

anyone. 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: Did you hit anybody? 

MR. J. MACIAS: No, sir, I didn t . 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Did see anybody ? 

it; 

MR. J. MACIAS: No, sir, I didn't. Like I said, it was 

mass confusion. The reason we were this was on a 

Saturday; I remember that. was on Moreno 

ALATORRE: a contract? 

MR. J. MACIAS: was under contract with us. 

Now, was an 

ior to one, the 

and escorted the out 

protection. s why we were out 

why we happened to be there at 

Department was not set up. They were not 

position to quell anything. 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: Is at 

occurred, 

force at that 

MR. J. MACIAS: 

I think it's just something 

finally erupted. 

i s 

? 

- 2 

Now, 

were 

s 

s 

for our 

on Saturday, and 

time. 

were no 

reason s 

wasn't o 

on that 

snowballing, it 

's 

's 



s But 

Sheri 's being there was a factor of 

is ? 

MR. J. MACIAS: Be 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: Not 

you 1 

v 

or not be 

be there. were there, but they weren't 

in same way they covered it days? 

of 

at 

iff s no 

the area 

MR. J. MACIAS: If they had been , a 

0 

the 

and 

Mr. 

were 

1 

's presence a most of 

SIEROTY: Do 

0 at time? 

MR. J. MACIAS: • I 't. 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: 

MR. C name is Cono Mac 

r Western Counci o amsters 

to 

I d 1 to comment a 1 

were we ex- r 

a of s were ment 

I s se two s, 

, were never at t 

own 

a ss 

contractors. 

not out of a 

contracts were nego th U.F.W. 1 

0-

, if not 

t 

I'm 

on 

as o 

cents a 

1 of 

of 

Area 

1a 

was 

5 because the 

I so 

1 
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state that even from '70 to '73, contractors d 

work under U.F.W. contract, are st 1 .F 

contract on the st on Dave 

Larsen Th is just I want to comment on that 

and clar the statement. 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: How many Teamsters were arrested 

the labor dispute here in the 

MR. c. MACIAS: Mr. 

per of two days at a time, 

purposes to see how things were 

was prior to the harvest of 

was t. 

confrontat 

was a 

whatsoever up to 

and 

go 

grapes 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: But 

s 

of 

arres 

to t that 

s were arrested? 

MR. C. MACIAS: I no 

Lamont • I 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE : Mr. S 

SIEROTY: Mr 

charges made or some convers 

goons. you 1 to re to 

MR. LOMBARDO: I d Mr. 

MR. c. MACIAS: not 

different 

he came 

were on vacat 

come down and us is 

-1 

lla area? 

• I was only a 

on, just for 

the last time I came 

, at that t , eve 

out there, was 

time that 

any a 

st 

were 

some 

Teamsters h 

to re 

're rank f 

At the we 

down 

that 

st 



or started 

of us up. 

after we contracts 

re b we d not see 

0 I our 

• beat and e 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: In other 

take the own hands, 

Sher f ? 

MR. LOMBARDO: We have aff 

of, f t 

be 

the 

r 

s 

$ • 50 a 

say, 

call 

were be 

1 s 

One a 

out to the f 

Teamsters 

d s se contracts 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: 

or some amount to 

MR. C. MACIAS Let me s 

or 

1 

at j 

per d s. 
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we 

back 

terminated them immediately. 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: What about grape stakes? 

MR. c. MACIAS: Well, like I say, I was in and out of 

Coachella for a time. Now, John Macias was here 

st. 

most 

of the t of the 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: you 1 to comment on 

carrying st or weapons'? 

MR. LOMBARDO: I I can comment on We ve seen 

p 

Bakersf 

stakes 

s, and I 

are one-by-two's 

a fl 

1 

re s 

f are some 

are a 

to Lieutenant Dexheimer that some of these 

or one-by- 's, whittled down at 

3-

at the ar 

of wood to us 

to comment 

Teamster rs 

s; 

t 

I so 

ags were one 

at 

out 

two's 



a f on I out that these so 

as 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: test s 

f , Mr. 

cat Wou 

co:mmun 

th 

MR. J. 

s 

spe 

say 

t 

d 

ace off 

of t 

r 

f the 

were 

a 

The 

s I 

f 

's 

The 

s, 

p 

AS 

. J. 

street, obscen 

or Mr. Mac , was re was 

along with statement terms of 

Teamsters and 's f re 

: We d s, but 

the statement to L 

felt re 

line to were 

viney I 

re, I ment • a 

sence s rrent most the t not 

s were r car 

were 1 

re were t s s, 

whatever want to orne 

u . 
MADDY: st as to 

s are s of 

MACIAS: Down re at I I th 

was one 

the f 

the were s to on the 

s. 

1 

He 



ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Did Teamsters appear at any s 

where did not have contracts? 

MR. J. MACIAS: No, s I we d t. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: In terms ' you 

s area? 

MR. J. MACIAS: Yes. 

ASSEMBLYMAN: Were you in daily contact 

office terms of communication, talking with them? 

MR. J. MACIAS: Whenever they something to s that 

they fe we should know, they would tell us: and whenever we 

s to s 

We d 

that we thought 

a meet with 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: D 

organizers were to on a g 

of st 

MR .. J. MACIAS: Some d 

our caravans, and they 

ear a lot times. 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: Just 

you, all you, have any st 

to prevent the violence occurr 

I 

is a 

d 

can we 

process? 

our job 

d 

r 

is not to 

picket 

st assure that people's 1 

know, we wou tel 

some 

ta 

one last 

Doxhe 

as 

Did 

't. 

caravans. 

st 

1 

's going to 

str 

s are 

one t 

ask those 

just 

Do each 

One suggestion you've made is to increase the number of 

law enforcement personnel the areas. Is there anything else 

you 
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MR. LOMBARDO: S s , just s 

leg lation the c i a lature. 

E the want the Teamsters, 

't want want a di 

pendent union. It 11 be all resolved 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: I 1 m not so sure 

it. We have mechanisms s to that 

st 1 find once a wh that we have d 

so sure it's qu simple. 

r than do 

MR .. LOMBARDO: I so, Mr. S 

we just e Re 

state law s at. 

MADDY: Mr. 

ASSEMBLYMAN SEELEY I 

I never 

that 

I 't U.F 

ever arres or t 

MR. J., MACIAS Yes, s one case 

s was L 

1 came me 

some 7 

car them re 

to s Teamster at s 

five ass t 

secret 

ss. 

1 re 

s· I 

11 

Farm 

we 

, so I'm not 

? 

I 

extens or 

st 

ars 

one 

Were 

out? 

't 

h 

out 

a adly 



weapon. There were or four felonies, I believe; 

aga were so charged with assault on a peace 

s 

, and re arrest. 

ASSEMBLYMAN SEELEY: He was assaulted? 

MR. J. MACIAS: Yes, sir, he was. In the 

as I say, this case hasn't been adj 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: ~ir. Lombardo, any 

MR LOMBARDO: No. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Thank you, gentlemen. 

s he 

tes 

Mr. Lee Anderson of the Rivers County Farm Bureau. Mr. 

Anderson, you would fy 

MR. LEE ANDERSON, JR.: I'm Lee Anderson, Jr. 

Coachella Farm Bureau Center and I'm President 

President of the County Farm Bureau. I just wanted 

lence was you know 

sided. I 

lence or 

some that from last test 

the Teamsters, that was not one-

We the Farm Bureau s violence. As 

we can't As peop , we can't afford it. I mean, 

getting clobbered is just no IS to 

this, and we the lence to 

there's an for to vote, and I 

it may a little more Mr. Sieroty thinks. I 

s 

s 

le 

that a vote help. It wi let whether want ~lir. 

IS Teamsters or no we 1 

County Farm Bureau we need to be luded under onal 

Labor Relations Act. If we can't get that, we would like to have 

you people in the Legislature get some sort of act in California a 
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bit similar with this. I feel, or we feel, this is the most 

important thing. Without this, there's two other ings that we 

th you can to violence. 

One limiting the number p s 

ways. We feel that when there's 300 pickets along the roadway, 

is not freedom of speech but really intimidation; and we really 

feel strongly about this. 

The second is to strengthen the trespassing laws. I am 

not a grape grower; I'm a date grower. I represent a lot of people 

that are not grape growers; but in many instances this last year, 

the grapes bordered on c There were no s 

for the picketers, and they went into the neighbor f 

1 

to 

relieve s, of thing. We have no tres-

passing laws to prevent people coming onto our lands. 

Another th I 1 I out, this 

what most of us as growers 1 from our Farm Bureau meet , 

that the Teamsters We 

feel Mr. Chavez was not success Teamsters were 

there. were able to a that f was 

s 

not able to do. I d 't to to 

do. They were able to We 

some of items to our were not out. 

We've had one shed down, Ben 's shed 

the night after he had had an h f I don't 

a statement h but I can one if you like 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: Thank you. 
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MR. ANDERSON: We've had grape vines cut as well. I real 

don't have any more to say except, again, I'd like to s at 

legis , we 1, is most ing to s 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Mr. Anderson, how many your members 

employ private security patrols on their farms and s? 

MR. ANDERSON: I really don't know. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Do you have any? 

MR. ANDERSON: Our Farm Bureau is not an org 

all farmers. 

at of 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Give me a general idea then, from your 

own personal knowledge if you have , as to the that 

private security. 

MR. ANDERSON: I bel some of the 

and I can't give you any number them. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Do you any 

whether or not were 

security organizations or were they 

MR. ANDERSON: I'm sorry, I 

is that a number used len P 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: You 

MR. No, I 't. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: 

contracts 

't 

no 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: Mr. Sieroty. 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: Just a couple quick 

as 

1 I 

ings. 

There's a problem of trespassing. I wonder a 

rs, 

s? 

ard 

court order might include the provision by the pickets themse s of 

some toilet facilities~ contractors-type toilet facil ies, 

there was a picketing in the field, might be a possible solution to 

that problem? 
-139-



MR. ANDERSON: I believe it would. 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: Could you explain what you mean 

" ? How s intimidat f 

MR. ANDERSON: Well, you heard one side saying that 

they were shouted at a the time; but if you had driven along the 

road, you would been shouted at. And the workers the 

f were being shouted at all the time, and it wasn't just, "Please 

come out." 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: One more question. 

You indicated the Farm Bureau now supported the inclusion 

of workers under National Labor ions Act. Can you 

te us they have not been luded up to this ? 

MR. ANDERSON: in 1932 or 

the farms were exc time. Farm Bureau has been one 

le 

now, th going 

ASSEMBLYMAN 

c 

. . 
MR. ANDERSON: Yes, 

MADDY: Well, I 

in '71 and 1 72, was a Farm 

of farm organiz were 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: I'm 

Labor Re ions Act. 

that unt th t 

Farm Bureau. 

is a new 

a new 

or 

Nat 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: Okay, nat 

SIEROTY: I organiza-

tions since 1971 anxious for islation which we are 

unable to get out our committee. 



1 

c 

to 

MR. ANDERSON: is, I believe, the main reason 

not 

Farm Labor Re 

to 

ASSEMBLYMAN SIEROTY: 

Act r 

one out. 

now, 

• thank you very 

d 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: I have one s on, Mr. 

Chairman. 

Mr. Anderson, you started to mention brie 

problems of so-called night harvest and so on, with 

your crops. We had a bill before Criminal Just 

offered by Senator Zenovich of Fresno. Are you familiar 

legislation? 

MR. ANDERSON: No, I am not. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MADDY: It was to increase the 

individuals convicted of damag crops. I assume that s 

don't know anyth , you haven't a 

on it then? 

MR. ANDERSON: That's correct, but 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: You are a grower; 

s 

MR. ANDERSON: I'm not a grape we 

mainly. 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: Have you ever 

guards at your ranch? 

MR. ANDERSON: I never have at mine. 

any secur 

s 

s 

to 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: Can you get us the informat as to 

how many security guards were h of arm 

Bureau did hire security guards and whether, in fact, were 

hired through an agency or they were hired privately? 



MR. ANDERSON: I can try to get that information. You 

don't just want Farm Bureau, you want farmers, I mean, because not 

all farmers are Farm Bureau members. It's a voluntary organizat 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: All right. Just mainly farmers. 

questions? 

MR. ANDERSON: Yes. Okay, I can try. 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: Very good. Are there any other 

MR. ANDERSON: You want the grape growers or ..• 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: Lettuce growers .•• 

MR. ANDERSON: We have no lettuce. 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: Fine. Is there any other testimony? 

MR. ANDERSON: No. Again, to reiterate that I sure would 

like to have some leg lation in the hopes that maybe you could 

lend your influence to get it. 

CHAIRMAN ALATORRE: Thank you very much. 

That concludes the testimony, so the Assembly Select 

Committee on Farm Labor Violence is now adjourned. 
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