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A NEW LAW FOR A MISSION 

Californ 's fire districts are getting a new law. Beginning 
January 1, 1988, the nFire Protection District Law of 1987° will 
govern the nearly 600 special districts with departments, 
including the 429 fire protection districts. Created by Senate 
Bill 515 and authored by Senator an Bergeson, the 1987 Law is 
the f st complete revision of the state statutes in more than 25 
years. Starting in October 1985, the Senate Local Government 
Committee and its Advisory Group on Fire District Law Revision 
prepared a thoroughly rewritten new statute to replace the 
current law. This report reviews that two-year effort, 
chronicles the Advisory Group's work, follows the bill's progress 
through the Legislature, and surr~arizes the key statutory 
changes. To help legislators, local offic ls, and reviewers 
understand those changes, the majori of the report consists of 
specific comments on each section of the new law. 

Legislative interest. The fiscal health of fire districts 
has been a concern of the Legislature since the voters passed 
Proposition 13 in 1978. The f t local government "bail-out" 
bill gave preference to local fire agencies. When the 
Legislature gave local agencies new alternative revenue sources 

1980 and 1981, fire distr were among the first to benefit. 
In November 1982, the Senate Local Government Corr~ittee held an 
inter study hear on these issues in Sal The results of 
that -long meeting are found in its report District 

Concerned that the islature was y amending the fire 
district statutes, the Senate Local Government Committee held 
another interim study hearing in Fresno on October 30, 1985 to 
review the status of the law. Nearly a score of witnesses testi-
fied to need for the Legislature to rewr e the Fire Protec-
tion Distr t Law of 1961. 

The testimony at Fresno ified f major issues: 

• The mission of re distr s has changed, the law hasn't. 
• Clear state policy is needed to districts. 
• The composition of re distr ' boards is unclear. 
• F districts' fiscal powers are outdated after Prop. 13. 
• References to boundary laws are obsolete. 

Following the hearing, the Committee lished Fire District Law 
and Financing, which summarized the testimony and reprinted the 
written material submitted by the witnesses. 
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• Karen Hall, Sacramento Local 

the State 1 and 
of Advisory Group 

Protec District. 
Protection strict. 
Formation Commission. 

In addition, Chief John Englund of Los les County Consol-
idated Protection District either attended or had an alter-
nate attend all seven meetings. 

Usually, a dozen or more observers also attended and contributed 
to the discussions. Among the more regular attendees were: 
Chief Jerry Bowles (Capitola FPD), Ned De (Lincoln Rural FPD), 
Chief Murray Galt (Empire FPD), Chief David Lake (American River 
FPD) , Ray Miraglia and Mike George (Contra Costa County) , Chief 
Russ Richards (Stanislaus County) , and Root (Eastside 
Rural FPD) . 

The Advisory Group met for the f t time on December 11, 1985, 
and 14 members or alternates attended. The Group discussed the 
problems facing fire stricts, the topics raised 
earlier in the year in Fresno. then reviewed the 
1961 Law, commenting on specif s which they thought 
were outdated, unclear, or moot. The Committee's staff had 

a set of "work notes" on the 1961 Law which helped 
Advisory Group comment on how wanted to handle each 
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This draft contained new chapters on boards of 
elections. Again, Group worked 
discussing the wording and suggest 

s attended. The 
1 25) before it. 

tors and 
draft sections, 

At the fourth meeting on June 19, nine members of the Group 
continued to work on the Second Draft. There was considerable 
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Law. 

f ction 
geographi-
s concept to 
re protec-

961 Law provides 
distr t board, 

of landowners. This 
the 

board. 

board 
inter-

rest ard 
1 Law and replaces the specific 

196 Lavl. 

is ba on §13993 
paralle the require­

t s to form new 

is 
for 

the 1961 

§ 3995 0 1961 Law. 
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last 
does not re 
(Government 
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reflects the 
that internal financing 

not review the creation or 
1 improvement districts 
The language is based 

§53318.2. Senate 11 515 contains a conform­
to Government Code §56036 (Cortese-Knox Act) in 

new language gives a 
i a zone to the specific 
It s the four specific pur-
1961 Law. 

gives a district 
of a zone to the 

serves. All the usual 
to any taxes, assessments, or 

s language is based on §13996 

permits a district to 
se the district board on 

advisory group is completely 

CHAPTER 1 - EMPLOYEE RELATIONS 

The 1961 Law ignores some of the most 
re 

ifornia's basic pub-
61, the same year as the 

strict law. But the 1961 Law 
Myers-Milias-Brown Act 

This new language acknowledges 
that distr are subject to the 

lias-Brown Act. 

s. 

another "bulletin board" item, 
It was added in the April 6 

Cali Professional Fire-
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§13856 in the 1961 Law 
terns by ordinance. 

ng Advisory Costa County 
representatives tern" and 
requested that practice. Preprint 
SB 1 permitted dis s to adopt creating "a civil 
service system, a merit system, or any employee relations 
system." When Los Angeles County of ials later pointed out 
that this last phrase broad enough to encompass binding 
arb , Senator Bergeson ted phrase be 
dropped. According , §13961 the introduced version of SB 
515 refers only to a civil service system or a merit system. The 
April 6 amendment to subdivision (a) clarified the grammar. 

13962: Employee relations by initiative. This language is based 
on §13856.5 of the 1961 Law and allows a district's voters to 
enact an employee rel system by ordinance. The April 6 
amendment corrected a typographical error in subdivision (d) . 

13963: Multiple districts. s is based on §13880 of 
the 1961 Law. Note that the last sentence subdivision (c) is 
new language, allowing a 
of a seni list. The Advi 

to set a time limit on its use 
Group included this language 

at the request of representa s from Contra Costa County. The 
April 6 te l 
errors. The September 1 technical 
the County Clerks Association. 

grammatical and spelling 
amendments were recommended by 

13964: County to district shifts. s language is based on 
§13881. It applies only to Los Angeles County, the only county 
to have a formal relat between its county fire warden and 
a district governed by the sors. 

13965: City/district shifts. §13882 
source of this language. The 1961 Law 
departments which have been taken over 
because the consol ion of di 
common 1 the Advisory broadened 
section to also distr s ch 
distr ts. 

the 1961 Law was the 
s to city fire 

a dis t. However, 
ts is becoming more 
application of this 

are taken over by other 

13966: Binding arbitration in Santa Clara Count~. This language 
applies only to Santa Clara County and was taken from §13852.3 in 
the 1961 Law. Although the election re to this section 
failed to pass, local of ials asked that the language be 
retained SB 515 for possible future use. 

13967: Employee bonds, district pays. Based on §13857 in the 
1961 Law. 
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zone is 
This con 

the 1987 Law. 
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acknowledges 
agenc s to provide group 

insurance) to their 
The concept 
Law. The April 

is based on the concept 
Group expanded its 

Safe Code §1797.182 as 
(first aid and CPR) 

programs"). 

This "bulletin board" item 
lows certain public agencies 

of making certain disability 

* * * * * 
In to enacting the 1987 Law, SB 
sec o law to accommodate the 

statute. Most of them merely delete the 
96 Law substitute a 

s amendment merely 
a section dealing with 

formation. There is no 

s amendment merely corrects 
dealing with special 

is no policy change. The April 
s (b) was suggested by 

s amendment to the 
protection district's 

n is subject to LAFCO con-
matches the policy set by §13952 in 

t 

1 of Government Code 
le of the 

SB 515 repeals this section of 
protection districts to 
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have a separate method of changing their boundaries. For a 
now-unknown reason districts kept some control over their 
boundaries changes 1965 when all other special districts 
surrendered their independent powers to the LAFCO process. 
§13812 of the 1987 Law assigns control over fire districts' 
boundaries to the Cortese-Knox Act. This change acknowledges 
that shift by repealing the now obsolete independent authority. 

SEC. 6: Government Code §56375. This section of the Cortese-Knox 
Act lists LAFCOs' basic powers. Subdivision (h) gives LAFCOs the 
ability to determine the number of registered voters in a 
proposed new city. That allows LAFCO to determine if the 
proponents have submitted a sufficient petition. This amendment 
extends that power to district formations. It is a conforming 
change triggered by §13820 in the 1987 Law. The Legislative 
Counsel suggested the April 6 technical amendment. 

SEC. 7: Government Code §56835. Fitting the procedure required 
by §13811 of the 1987 Law, the addition of a new subdivision (f) 
to §56835 requires LAFCO to notify the Director of the State 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection when SRA land is being 
annexed to a f protection district. 

SEC. 7.5: Government Code §56848. SB 515 repeals this section of 
the Cortese-Knox Act which is now obsolete because §13812 of the 
1987 Law shifts complete control over fire districts' bounda~ies 
to LAFCO. This section had been overlooked by the Advisory Group 

drafting Preprint SB 1. Its repeal was amended into SB 515 in 
the April 6 set of amendments. 

SEC. 8: Government Code §56848.3. Based on §13948 of the 1961 
Law, this new section is needed the Cortese-Knox Act because 
the 1987 Law shifts fire districts vestigial control over 
their boundaries to LAFCOs. To protect a district's fiscal 
stability, this language requires a contract between the city and 
the district. The il 6 amendment inserted a missing word in 
subdivision (b) . 

SEC. 9: Government Code §61623.4. This amendment merely corrects 
the cross-reference in a section. which gives community services 
districts the powers of fire protection districts. No policy 
change. The April 6 amendment was merely technical. 

SEC. 10: Repeals the 1961 Law. 

SEC. 11: Enacts the 1987 Law. 

SEC. 12: Public Contract Code §20811. The substance of this and 
the next two sections --- fire districts' contracts --- was a 
major issue to the Advisory Group. Originally part of the 



(b) 

dures. 
§25500, 

2 

mater 1 was properly 
515. 

contract with any other 
for emergency servic­
are identical to 
1987 Law. 

This new section allows a 
list of special services. 

in this subdivision are 
Code §31000 which applies 

items {e.g., ambulance, 
list based on suggestions 

Professional Firefight­
The introduced version was 

shifted the lan-

Some of the larger dis­
by county purchasing 
to a new set of proce­

Government Code 

These requirements come 
7, relating to general law 

districts is higher 

s language draws from 
transferred to the Public 

This amendment revises 
park districts to 
Although more 

change. 

s amendment revises 
lity districts to use the 
change in policy. 

These sections 
county water 
stricts. No 
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SEC. 19: Water Code §35142. This amendment revises the current 
authority for the Irish Beach Water District (a California water 
district) to use the powers of a fire protection district. No 
change in policy. The April 28 amendment was merely technical. 

SEC. 20: Water Code §71680. This amendment revises the section 
permitting municipal water districts to use the powers of fire 
protection districts. Although the reformatting is substantial, 
there is no change in policy. 
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William D. Ross 
Counsel, FDAC 

Jack Shelby, California Association of Realtors 

Loni S. Mahan, California Farm Bureau Federation 

Carol Ann Ross, California Taxpayers Association 

Elizabeth Wilts, County Supervisors Association of California 

Ken Emanuels, League of California Cities 



- 46 -

7"' 

1 1961 Law 

CHAPTER 1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

13800 Short 1e 13800 

13801 s New 

13802 Def 

(a) "City" 13803, Govt C §56023 

(b) II II New 

(c) "Distr " 13802 

(d) "Dis board 11 13807 

(e) 11 Employee" 13808 

(f II ipal county" 13804 & Govt C §56066 

g) "Zone" New 

1 03 Successor act 

a 13810, Govt C §56100 

(b) Govt C §56101 

13804 1 construction 13814 

13805 Severabi Govt C §56104 

13806 Validi 13811, Govt C §56103 

CHAPTER 2 - AREA 

13810 Area 13821, 13822 



1987 Law 

13811 

13812 

13815 

13816 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

( i) 

13817 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

13818 

13819 

13820 

(a) 

(b) 
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1961 Law 

State responsibility areas 13821 

Boundaries New 

CHAPTER 3 - FORMATION 

Article 1 - Initiation 
Authority 

Contents of petition 

Authority for proposal 

Boundary description 

Financing methods 

Reasons for formation 

Proposed district's name 

Chief petitioners' names 

Consistency with spheres 

Initial district board 

Request proceedings 

Notice of intention 

Publication of notice 

Contents of notice 

File copy with LAFCO 

Circulate after filing 

25% signature requirement 

Filing the petition 

Checking the signatures 

30 days to determine sufficiency 

Comparison with voters' register 

13809, 13825, 13825.5 

Govt C §56700 

Govt C §56700 (a) 

Govt C §56700 (c) 

New 

Govt C §56700 (e) 

Govt c §56701 

Govt C §56700 (g) 

Govt C §56700 (i) 

New 

Govt C §56700 (h) 

Govt C §56700.5 

Govt c §56700.5 (a), 56153 

Govt C §56700.5 (a) 

Govt C §56700.5 (b) 

Govt C §56700.5 (c) 

13825(b) & Govt C §56750(a) 

Govt C §56703, 56705 (a) 

Govt C §56706, 56707 

Govt C §56706 

Govt C §56707 





1987 Law 

13830 

13831 

(a) 

(b) 
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Recording the resolution 

Election informalities 

Informalities don't invalidate 

Statute of limitations 

1961 Law 

13998, Govt C §61128 

Govt C §61129 

Govt C §61130 

Article 3 - Selection of the Initial Board of Directors 

13834 

13835 

13836 

13837 

13838 

13839 

13840 

13841 

13842 

13843 

(a) 

(b) 

13844 

13845 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Authority 

Unincorp. terr., only 1 county 

Unincorp. terr., 2+ counties 

Unincorp. & incorp. territory 

Incorp. terr, only 1 city 

Incorp. terr, 2+ cities 

New 

13831 (a, b, c) 

13831 (c) 

13831 (c) 

13831 (c) 

13831 (c) 

CHAPTER 4 - BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 

Legislative body 

Directors must be residents 

Size of district board 

Terms of office 

Four years 

New di.stricts 

County or city fire commissions 

Changing the board's size 

Voter approval required 

Resolution or 25% petition 

Election proceedings 

Filling new vacancies 

New 

13831 (c), 13894 

13831 - 13834 

13832 

New 

13884 

13833 

13833' 13834 

13835, 13841.7 (b) 

New 
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1961 Law 

e out ld terms New 

(f LAFCO 13833.5 (b) 

13 46 E tors by sions 

a Voter 13841.7 (b) 

b) "Elec s II 13841.7 (c) 

(c) 25% 13841.7 (a) , new 

(d Elec s 13841.7 (b) 

(e) Se the divisions 13841.8, Elec c §35101 

(f) 13841.7 (c) 

(g) New 

13847 s census, etc. 13841.9 - 13841.11 
Elec C §35101 - 35105 
Govt C §57301 

13848 to e ted & reverse 

(a) Voter 1 New 

(b) or 25% petition 13976, new 

(c) Elec s 13841.7 (b) 

(d 13984 

13 

(a) Publ f Govt c §56700.5 (a) , 56153 

Contents Govt c §56700.5 (a) 

(c) File district Govt c §56700.5 (b) 

c ling Govt c §56700.5 (c) 

13850 irements 

a) Form s s Govt c §56704, new 

(b the Govt c §56703, 56705 (a) 
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1987 Law 1961 Law 

13851 Checking the signatures 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

13852 

(a) 

(b) 

13853 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

13854 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

13855 

13856 

(a) 

(b) 

13857 

30 days to determine sufficiency 

Comparison with voter register 

Insufficient petition, extra time 

Examine supplemental petition 

Certificate of sufficiency 

If sufficient, board must act 

Filling vacancies 

Appointed directors 

Elected directors 

Officers of the district board 

President, v.p., & sec'y. 

Secretary or clerk, compensation 

Other officers discretionary 

District treasurer 

County treasuer serves district 

District can appoint its own 

Bond required 

Regular district board meetings 

Board meetings 

Majority required for quorum 

Majority action required 

Compensation of directors 

Govt C §56706 

Govt C §56707 

Govt C §56706 

Govt C §56706 

Govt C § 56706 

New 

13 8 31 (c) , Govt C § 1 7 7 9 

13840, Govt C §1780 

13841, new 

13841.5 

New 

13914 

New 

New 

13841 

13842 

13843 

13844 





1987 Law 

13864 

13865 

13866 

13867 

13868 

(a) 

(b) 

13869 

13870 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

13871 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

13872 

13873 

13874 

13875 

13876 

13877 

13879 

13879 

Leases from employees 

Associations 

Meetings 

Standardized equipment 

Records 

Must be kept 

Disposal of records 

- 53 -

Fire prevention code by reference 

Orders to correct hazards 

Written order 

Request for review hearing 

District board hearing 

Misdemeanors 

Violation of fire .code 

Failure to correct hazard 

Impersonation 

Penalties 

Citations 

Peace officer powers 

Burning permits 

Educational programs 

Name change 

Apparatus out-of-district 

Serve outside district 

Weed clearance 

1961 Law 

13858 

13862 

13845, 13863 

13864 

13866 

Govt C §50115 

13871 

13873 

13874 

13874 

13871, new 

13873 

13873 

Penal C §19 

13872 

13875, new 

13876 

13877 

13878.5, Govt C §7530, 34503 

13879 

13941 

13867, 13868 



1 885 

13886 

1 7 

38 0 

13891 

13892 

13893 

a) 

b) 

13894 

13895 

13896 

138 7 

13 98 

3 9 

900 

13901 

902 

a) 

(b) 

(c) 

1 903 

"UDEL 

Con so 

Prel 

of 

- 5 

elect 

of elections 

costs 

1 Law 

ELECTIONS 

13835, 13893 

Elec C §23302.1 

13896 

CHAPTER 1 - FINANCE 

June 30 13902 

controls 

demandn budget 

Govt c §29124 

New 

Contents of 13903 (a) 

13903 (b) 

13904, 13905 

13906 

Publi 

F 

Contr 

Col 

tal reserve 

c and 

Trans s 

Trans out 

c 

1 

se 

a s t 

2302, 13907, 13908 

revenues 13901 

13909.5, 13942, new 

23091 13909 

13910, Govt C §29130 

13910 

13911 

13912 

13913 
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1987 Law 1961 Law 

(a) General laws govern 13915 

(b) Procedures 13916 

(c) Alternative method 13916 

(d) Warrants paid in order 13916 

13904 Insufficient funds 13917 

13905 Petty cash fund 13916.5 

13906 Indebtedness 

(a) Property 13917.5 

(b) Amount, term, rate 13917.5, new 

(c) 2/3 board vote 13917.5 

CHAPTER 8 - ALTERNATIVE REVENUES 

13910 Authority New 

13911 Special taxes Govt c §50075 

13912 Special taxes (Mello-Roos) Govt c §53311 

13913 Special taxes Govt c §53970, new 

13914 Fire suppression assessments Govt c §50078 

13915 Capital improvement assessments Streets & Hwys c §5000, 
§8500, 10000 

13916 Fees for service and regulation 

(a) Fees can't exceed costs California Constitution 
Article XIIIB, §8 (c) , 
Govt C §54985 (a) 

(b) Published notice and hearing Govt c §54986 (a) 

(c) Mailed notice Govt c §54986 (a) 

(d) Data must be public Govt c §54986 (a) 

(e) Recover costs Govt c §54986 (c) 



7 Law 

(f 

1 917 

13918 

139 9 

13925 

13926 

13927 

13928 

13929 

13930 

13931 

13932 

13933 

13934 

13935 

13936 

37 

13938 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

1 

- 5 

1 Law 

Hear New 

Res s can be New 

charges New 

& procedures New 

CHAPTER - GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS 

of 

Contents of the resolution 

UDEL controls e 

2/3 voter ; bond issues 

Amounts, ser s, terms 

Form, due dates 

Early call and 

status 

Bonds to 0 of A.V. 

taxes G.O. bonds 

Tax 

tax, county costs 

Tax rate 

13918 

13919 

New 

13923 

13924 

13925, 13928 

13927 

13929 

13930 

13931 

13932 

13933 

13934 

13935 

13935, 13937 

13935 

CHAPTER 10 - SERVICE ZONES 

s 
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1987 Law 1961 Law 

(a) In the public interest 13991, 13993 

(b) Contents of resolution 13993, new 
(c) Public notice: printed & mailed 13994 

(d) Hearing and protests 13995 

13951 Boundary changes & dissolution 13997 

13952 No LAFCO review Govt C §53318.5 

13853 Any service, any level 13991 

13954 Any fiscal powers New 

13955 Charge only within zone 13996 

13956 Advisory groups New 

CHAPTER 11 - EMPLOYEE RELATIONS 

13960 Employee relations 

(a) Myers-Milias-Brown Act applies New, Govt C §3500 

(b) Labor relations New, Labor C §1960 

13961 Employee relations by ordinance 13856, new 

13962 Employee relations by initiative 13856.5 

13963 Multiple districts 13880 

13964 County to district shifts 13881 

13965 City/district lateral shifts 13882 

13966 Binding arb in Santa Clara Co 13852.3 

13967 Employee bonds, district pays 13857 

13968 Group benefits New, 13859, 13860, 13861 

13969 Training programs 13878 

13970 Leaves in lieu of disability Labor C §4850 
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19 Law 61 Law 

Govt C Elec 
§53972.5 

and dis- Govt C §53972.5 
cross-ref) 

Govt C 
§53978 

Govt C 
§56036 

tax f 
(correct cross-re 

FPD zone is not a " 
ect to LAFCO 

tion Govt C §53978 

New 

Govt C 
§56100 

LAFCO authori Govt C §56100 
lete reference) 

Govt C 
§56115 

power Repealed 

Govt C 
§56375 

LAFCO 
(adds 

s voter count Govt C §56375 
to current ) 

Govt C 
§568 5 

Govt C 
§56848 

LAFCO 
s 

an FPD, 

Govt C Annex all 
§56848.3 an FPD, contract 

state when FPD 

of 
( 

to 

to 
new) 

can 

13821 

Repealed 

13948 

Govt C 
§61623.4 cross-ref)Govt C §61623.4 

Contract 

PubConC Contract 
§20812 

PubConC contracts 
§20813 

s 

PubResC 
§5782.22 

distr can 
(cross-ref) 

PUC Publ l icts can 
§16463.5 have FPD powers (cross-ref) 

Water C 
§ 1 

13852 (g), 13855 

13852 (g) 

13885 

Pub Res C §5782.22 

PUC §16463.5 

Water C §31120 



1987 Law 

Water C 
§35142 

Water C 
§71680 
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Irish Beach W.D. can have FPD 
powers (cross-ref) 

Municipal water districts can 
have FPD powers (cross-ref) 

-0-

1961 Law 

Water C §35412 

Water C §71680 



1961 Law 

13801 

13802 

13803 

13804 

13805 

13806 

13807 

13808 

13809 

13810 

13811 

13812 

13812.5 

13813 

13814 

13821 

13822 
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APPENDIX C: DISPOSITION TABLE 
"FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT LAW OF 1961 6 

1987 Law 

CHAPTER 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SHORT TI'I'LE 13800 

"DISTRICT" 13802 (c) 

"CITY" 13802 (a) 

"PRINCIPAL COUNTY" 13802 (f) 

PRINCIPAL COUNTY DUTIES EXPLAINED Repealed 

"SUPERVISING AUTHORITY" Repealed 

"DISTRICT BOARD" 13802 (d) 

"EMPLOYEES" 1380::! (e) 

DISTRICT INVESTIGATION ACT 13815 

DISTRICTS UNDER PREVIOUS LAWS 13803 (a) 

VALIDITY 13806 

SEC'Y OF STATE CERTIFICATE Repealed 

DISTRICT NAME 13816 (e), 13817 (b), L 

FIRE ~ffiRSHAL STUDY Repealed 

LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION 13804 

CHAPTER 2 : AREA 

ELIGIBLE AREAS 13810, 13811 

CONTIG. AREAS IN COUNTY DISTRICTS 13810 



1 1 Law 

13 25 

13825.5 

3826 

13827 

13828 

13829 

13831 

13832 

3833 

13833.5 

13834 

13835 

13840 

13841 

1384 .5 

1.7 

1 841.8 

13841.9 

3841.10 

13841.11 

13841.12 

- 61 -

CHAPTER 3: FORMATION 

4 ALTERNATIVE METHODS 

LAFCO REVIES 

ELECTION NOTICE TO LAFCO 

WRITTEN ARGUMENTS 

MORE ARGUMENTS 

BALLOT PAMPHLET 

CHAPTER 4 : BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

4 ALTERNATIVE METHODS 

TERMS OF OFFICE 

MORE !RECTORS 

MORE DIRECTORS UPON ANNEXATION 

MORE DIRECTORS 

CONTROLS 

VACANCIES 

IZATION OF BOARD 

SECRETARY OF BOARD 

DIVIS 

APPORTIONMENT 

REAPPORTION:f.1ENT 

REAPPORTION AFTER ANNEXATION 

REAPPORTION AFTER MORE DIRECTORS 

NO EFFECT ON TERMS 

1987 Law 

13816, 13821 

13822 

13824 

13825 

13825 

13826 

13834 - 13838 

13843 

13845 

13845 

13845 

13885 

13852 

13853, 3855 

13853 

13846 

13846 

13846 

13847 

13847 

Repealed 



1961 Law 

13841.13 

13842 

13843 

13844 

13845 

13851 

13852 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

( i) 

13852.5 

13853 

13854 

13855 

13856 

13856.5 
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REAPPORTION AFTER DETACHMENT 

QUORUM 

MAJORITY ACTION 

COMPENSATION 

EXPENSES 

1987 Law 

13847 

13856 (a) 

13856 (a) 

13857 

13866 

CHAPTER 5: GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES 

PERPETUAL SUCCESSION 

POWERS LISTED 

SUE AND BE SUED 

ACQUIRE AND DISPOSE OF PROPERTY 

USE EMINENT DOMAIN 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

EMPLOYEES 

EMPLOY LEGAL COUNSEL 

CONTRACTS 

ANY OTHER SERVICES 

WATER FACILITIES 

ARBITRATION AFTER ELECTION 

AMBULANCES 

RESCUE SERVICES 
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Senate Bill No. 515 

CHAPTER 1013 

An act to amend Sections 53972.5,53978,56036,56100,56375,56835, 
and 61623.4 of, to repeal Sections 56115 and 56848 of, and to add 
Section 56848.3 to, the Government Code, to add Part 3 ( commenc­
ing with Section 13800) to, and to repeal Part 2.7 (commencing with 
Section 13801) of, Division 12 of, the Health and Safety Code, to add 
Sections 20811, 20812, and 20813 to the Public Contract Code, to 
amend Section 5782.22 of the Public Resources Code, to amend Sec­
tion 16463.5 of the Public Utilities Code, and to amend Sections 35412 
and 71680 of, and to repeal and add Article 7 (commencing with 
Section 31120) of Part 5 of Division 12 of, the Water Code, relating 
to fire protection. 

[Appro\ed by Governor September 22, 1987. Filed with 
Secretary of State September 23, 1987 ] 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

SB 515, Bergeson. Fire protection districts. 
Existing law provides for the formation of fire protection districts, 

specifies the procedures for selection of the district board of 
directors, enumerates the board's duties and powers and specifies 
the methods for financing those districts, among other things. 

This bill would repeal those provisions and enact new provisions 
governing the formation of fire protection districts, the selection, 
powers, and duties of the district board of directors, the financing of 
the districts and other related subjects. The bill would make other 
related changes. 

The California Constitution requires state to reimburse local 
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. 
Statutory prov1s10ns establish procedures for making that 
reimbursement. 

Since the bill imposes requirements which must be followed by 
counties and fire protection districts which are local agencies, the bill 
\vould create a state-mandated local program. 

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this 
act for specified reasons. 

T.he people of the State oF CaliFornia do enact as Follows: 

SEC.'TION l. Section 53972.5 of the Government Code is 
amended to read: 

53972.5. A proposal for the creation of a local agency for the 
purpose of providing fire protection, prevention, or suppres~ion 
services directly, by contract with another local agency, or pursuant 
to the Fire Protection District Law of 1987, Part 3 (commencing with 
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least· 25 percent of voters of district, the district 
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board declaring that the public interest and necessity demand 
immediate expenditure of public money to safeguard life, health, or 
property. The district board may expend any sum required in the 
emergency without submitting·suchexpenditure to bid. 

(e) The district board may, subject to the provisions of Chapter 7 
(commencing with Section 3247) of Title 16 of Part 4 of Division 3 
of the Civil Code, require the g of those bonds it deems 
desirable as a condition to the of a bid or the letting of a 
contract. 

(f) Cost records of the work shall be kept in the manner provided 
in Chapter l (commencing with Section 4000) of Division 5 of Title 
1 of the Government Code. · 

SEC. 15. Section 5782.22 of the Public Resources Code is 
amended to read: 

5782.22. (a) The district board may exercise any of the powers, 
functions, and duties which are vested in, or imposed upon, a fire 
protection district pursuant to the Fire Protection District Law of 
198'7, Part 3 (commencing with Section 13800) of Division 12 of the 
Health and Safety Code. 

(b) H the district includes any part of a local agency which 
provides fire protection to any territory in the district, the district 
shall not have any authority regarding the prevention or suppression 
of fires in that territory unless it obtains the consent of the other local 
agency. 

SEC. 16. Section 16463.5 of the Public Utilities Code is amended 
to read: 

16463.5. (a) A district may exercise any of the powers, functions, 
and duties which are vested in, o:r imposed upon, a fire protection 
district pursuant to the F'rre Protection District Law of 198'7, Part 3 
(commencing with Section 13800) of Division 12 of the Health and 
Safety Code. 

(b) If the includes any a local agency which 
provides fire protection service to any territory in the district, the 
district shall have no authority regarding the prevention and 
suppression of fires in that territory, unless the district has obtained 
the consent of local agency. 

SEC. 17. Article 7 (commencing with Section 31120) of Part 5 of 
Division 12 of the Water Code is repealed. 

SEC. 18. Artide 7 (commencing with Section 31120) is added to 
Part 5 of Divi'lion 12 of the Water Code, to read: 

Article 7. Fire Protection 

31120. (a) A district may exercise any of the powers, functions, 
and duties which are vested or imposed upon, a fire protection 
district pursuant to the Fire Protection District Law of 1987, Part 3 
(commencing with Section 13800) of Division 12 of the Health and 
Safety Code. 
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in this act which, in the aggregate, do not result in additional net 
costs. 

SEC. 22. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to 
Section 6 of Article XID B of the California Constitution because the 
local agency or school district bas the authority to levy service 
charges, fees, or assessments sufficient to pay for the program or level 
of service mandated by this act. 

0 
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