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1. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I'd like to call the hearing 

of the Health and Human Services Committee together, and 

introduce on my right, your left, Senator Herschel Rosenthal 

and thank him for coming; and on my left, your right, Senator 

Paul Carpenter who has just returned from a trip to Australia 

and New Zealand. I think you can tell that by his new appear­

ance. 

We'd like to welcome Ruthie Lieberman, who is our 

new Senate Fellow, who has been with us a few weeks, and we'd 

like to also introduce to you our consultant with Health and 

Human Services, Jane Uitti, who has been responsible for 

putting the agenda together and getting you all here. 

Now, our hearing today is divided into two segments. 

The morning segment will be devoted to examining the bombing 

of family-planning and abortion clinics. This is a big issue 

with us. I carried a piece of legislation that many of you 

will be familiar with, SB 558, that would set into Statute 

a prohibition, and as we want to talk to that issue this 

morning, then in the afternoon, we will talk about issues 

relative to the disease AIDS. 

We're going to stick to the agenda and move it as 

1 quickly as possible. It's going to be a full day. I would 

ask those who are corning up to testify, if you will listen 

very closely to the testimony, so we do not have repeated 

testimony. If you have a long written script, I would 

appreciate it if you would give us copies and try to summarize. 

So, I want to welcome you all to this hearing, and 

I ask for your cooperation. 
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Now, I've cal today's hearing in response to 

the alarming increase in acts of terrorism directed towards 

abortion and family-planning clinics in California and the 

rest of the country. The number of violent attacks and 

threats to clinics in the two-year period between 1982 and 

'84 has increased more than a frightening 400 percent. 

An increase of this magnitude in the rate of any 

other crime would not be tolerated without public outcry and 

a gigantic law enforcement response. Yet, we know very little 

about the people who promote such violent acts or how to 

prevent them from occurring. In fact, organizations tell 

us that they are told by various law enforcement entities 

that investigating the bombings is out of their jurisdiction. 

Therefore, it seems that there is some ambiguities 

about law enforcement responsibility that will need to be 

addressed. 

Over the past two years, many family-planning 

administrators have approached me with concerns for their 

patient's safety, with concern for the safety of their staff, 

families, and themselves. They also express concern over 

their inability to find insurance carriers who will insure 

their clinics at any cost. 

Last year, I attempted to respond to this clinic 

violence by authoring Senate Bill 558, which allows the 

Governor to offer r0wards for information leading to the arrest 

and the conviction of those who resort to violence in voicing 

their beliefs on abortion. SB 558, which is now law, also 

makes it a felony to terrorize abortion clinics through arson 
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3 . 

or explosives. 

SB 558 is only the beginning. We.'re now learning 

that there seems to be no centralized reporting authority 

for these attacks, and there is very little data available 

about the status of bombing and arson enforcement in 

California. In addition to rewards and penalties, we need 

to create a uniform method for reporting these violent and 

illegal attacks on abortion clinics. At the same time, we 

must resolve any questions over whose responsibility it is 

to investigate these crimes and prosecute these violent 

offenders. 

The time has come for federal and state ~nforcement 

agencies to take action in determining why abortion and family 

clinics in California have been attacked by arson, Molotov 

cocktails, and firebombs at least eight times since January 

of this year. The number of threats and obstructive protest 

is even greater. According to a recent Harris poll, 27 percent 

of the American population believes that the recent attacks 

on abortion clinics amount to a campaign of terrorism. 

The time has arrived to treat terrorism at home 

with the same concern as terrorism abroad. The FBI has refused 

to investigate these bombings on the grounds that no evidence 

exists to prove that these acts constitute terrorism or result 

from conspiracy to violate anyone's Civil Rights. 

The time has arrived to demand that the FBI stop 

playing with semantics about contituent's terrorism and start 

giving priority to the investigation of abortion and family­

planning clinic attacks. 
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5. 

1 life movement as well. I might point out that in those ten 

2 years, I have yet to meet a pro-life activist advocating 

3 violence of any sort. 

4 The pro-life movement has an absolute commitment 

5 to non-violence. Clinic bombings and other forms of violent 

6 activity hasbeenunequivocally condemned by the National Right 

7 to Life Committee. We abhor violence in the womb and every-

a where, and we are striving to change laws, educate the public, 

9 and assist women. 

10 I find myself increasingly disturbed, however, by 

11 the venomous name calling sometimes being exchanged between 

12 both sides. There is an atmosphere of hostility, resulting 

13 in accusations, circulation of disinformation, and the smearing 

14 of one side of the other. 

15 The Senate Committee should be aware of the violence 

16 experienced by our own pro-life counseling centers also. For 

17 example, eight incidences of vandalism at the Huntington 

18 Beach Life Center this year and arson at the Walnut Creek 

19 Life Center. Volunteers at our centers are fearful of those 

20 bent on misdirected retaliation. 

21 I am also concerned about both pro-life picketers 

22 and peaceful sidewalk counselors who offer information, 

23 counseling, and material assistance to the women approaching 

24 an abortion facility. I have seen the verbal and physical 

25 abuse to which they are sometimes subjected. 

26 Clinic bombings cannot be used as an excuse to dis-

27 credit and restrict sidewalk counselors. Their first amendment 

28 rights to freedom of speech and association cannot be curtailed 
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1 all of us abhor that violence. We want to see it come to 
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an end. 

MS. CURTIUS: Absolutely. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I notice your use of the 

phrase "witch hunt." Would you explain what you mean by that, 

please-; 

MS. CURTIUS: Well, there is fears among pro-life 

supporters that somehow the sidewalk counselors and--now 

picketers being different than sidewalk counselors. Picketers 

being a march type of thing with signs. Sidewalk counselors 

being people who come on a regular basis to meet women going 

into the clinics, but these groups are somehow going to have 

to curtail their activities when they have absolutely nothing 

to do with the bombing of abortion clinics. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Is there any evidence that 

that is the case? What have you seen that makes you think 

that that's the case? 

MS. CURTIUS: Well, I have been involved in pickets, 

a little bit of sidewalk counseling, but not much. Due to 

the fact--

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: No. I mean what have you seen 

legislatively that would make you think that the intent of 

the Legislature was--

MS. CURTIUS: Well, there was concern that SB 558's 

intent was unclear as to the--

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Did you read the language? 

MS. CURTIUS: Yes, I did. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay, can you point out to 
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1 I'd like to call up our--excuse me. 

2 Any questions, Senator? 

3 Okay. I'd like to call up our next witness, Susan 

4 McMillan, and Susan represents the Right to Life League of 

5 Southern California. 
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MS. McMILLAN: Thank you. 

I appreciate this Committee letting me come before 

you and testify. I don't know if I need to identify myself. 

For the record, my name is Susan Carpenter McMillan. 

I would like to begin by stating that I, too, am 

very concerned about the violence that has arisen out of the 

emotional debate over the abortion issue. I believe that 

people on both sides of this issue be they anti-abortion or 

pro-abortion are concerned with what is happening in our 

country today. 

Because of the confusion over the topic, when we 

received an invitation--a request to testimony forum it said, 

"Abortion Clinic Bombings," and yet when my staff called your 

office, we were told that it goes beyond the bombings and 

it's going to encompass the effects the bombings are having. 

So, I'm going to try to address the two areas, and I will 

begin by addressing the first. 

The pro-life movement is a grassroots movement of 

almost 13 million members across this country. We are composed 

of liberals, conservatives, religious, non-religious, career 

women, domestic homemakers, all races, and all ages. Our 

movement is dedicating to holding all human life precious. 

We do not believe that you can end violence by violence. 
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May I have my time, please. 1 

2 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Wait a minute. Wait a minute. 

3 I don't want to open this up to whether we should 

4 offer legal or illegal abortions, I mean whether abortions 

5 should legal. 

6 MS. McMILLAN: I'm not. This is not what this is 

7 here--I'm not doing that. This is about bombings. 

8 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: If your pictures relate to 

9 the bombings--

10 MS. McMILLAN: Yes, they do. 

11 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: --and the issue at hand, and 

12 I do want to caution all those who testify this morning to 

13 stay on the topic. 

14 MS. McMILLAN: Now, you will see that this is a 

15 fire (indicating), that has been done by an arsonist. This 

16 is not, however, an abortion clinic. This is a pro-life 

17 counseling center. On February 26, 1982, the Office of the 

18 California Right to Life Office in Walnut Creek was firebombed 

19 by an arsonist. In recent months, the Right to Life League's 

20 25 pregnancy counseling centers in Huntington Beach has been 

21 severely vandalized ?times since October 14, 1985. The police 

22 report from November 8 of this year stated, and I quote, "It 

23 appears that the suspect or suspects were only interested 

24 in doing specific damage as to directly disrupt the activities 

25 of the life center." 

26 All of us here today have heard about the destruction 

27 of abortion clinics, and there inevitably has been speculation 

28 about the cause of these acts. Who would argue that abortion 
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13. 

1 minute, and ask you if you have read 558. 

2 MS. McMILLAN: Yes, Senator, I have read 558 before 

3 Senator Roberti got ahold of it and after Senator Roberti 

4 got ahold of it. 

5 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Excuse me. 

6 Have you read it under its new Chapter numb~r? 

7 MS. McMILLAN: I have read the final form, and I 

8 am pleased with the final form. 

9 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay, all right. 

10 MS. McMILLAN: I am concerned about the original 

11 draft. 

12 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: All right. 

13 Would you not support--

14 MS. McMILLAN: I support the final form that Senator 

15 Roberti--

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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24 

25 
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27 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Very good. 

MS. McMILLAN: --yes, did put his language in. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Is there any area of the Bill 

that precludes--

MS. McMILLAN: Not at all. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: All right. 

My intent--now, listen to my very closely, because 

I am the author. 

MS. McMILLAN: I am listening. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: My intent was to prohibit the 

bombing of any facility, whether people are inside the building 

or outside of the building, whether it's pro-life or pro-

28 choice. I do not believe in violence. 
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15. 

1 and I know that I reflect the Chairman's point of view when 

2 I tell that she is as opposed to violence on either side of 

3 this issue as anyone I have ever talked to. 

4 MS. McMILL~N: Well, I'm glad to hear that, and 

5 I hope that this Committee remembers that the right to life 

6 movement--because in your opening speech, the right to life 

7 movement was lumped together with the terrorists, and we are 

8 not. We have opposed it. Our national president, Dr. Jack 

9 Wilke, has even offered a reward and has said that people 

10 that bomb abortion clinics are not truly pro-life. 

11 So, in that frame that is why I feel that this 

12 Committee must remember that the right to life movement is 

13 as opposed to violence as you are, Senator. 

14 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Well, I'm glad we got that 

15 out in the open--

16 MS. McMILLAN: Okay. 

17 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: --and cleared it up. 

18 MS. McMILLAN: Would you--do you want me to finish 

19 the rest of my testimony, then? 

20 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Relevant, you may go ahead. 

21 MS. McMILLAN: Okay. 

22 I would like to share with this Committee how in 

23 the past couple of years our 25-24 hour hotlines have received 

24 an increasing number of calls. By the way, this goes back 

25 to the concern that what the abortion clinic bombings and 

26 the violence has had on the effect inside the clinic and the 

27 women outside who are trying to come in. 

28 We've received an increasing number of calls from 
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17. 

and I--we don't have copies of the Chaptered legislation for 

you, but I would like everyone to know that the language 

says, "The buildings, offices, and meeting sites of 

organizations that counsel for or against abortion or among 

whose major activities are lobbying, publicizing, or organizing 

with respect to public or private issues relating to abortion 

are included in the lump sum of protected facilities." 

So, I want you to know there was no intent, on my 

part, to be bias. Of course, I addressed my original 

legislation to the problem at hand, and the problem at hand 

that I recognized was the bombing--

MS. McMILLAN: Of abortion--

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Yes, of these facilities. 

MS. McMILLAN: Well, I'm very glad to know that 

now you encompass all facilities. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: When it was explained that 

there was just as much concern on the other side, we broadened 

the language. We do it all the time as Senator Carpenter 

said. That is the art of negotiation, and you start out with 

an idea, and by the time that idea gets to the Governor's 

desk it could go through any number of changes and usually 

does. There's no perfect bill. I haven't seen one yet. 

All right, thank you. 

MS. McMILLAN: Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I'd like to call up Georgia 

Mercer with Planned Parenthood, World Population. 

MS. MERCER: Thank you. 

I have copies of my testimony. 
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1 health care for women are appalled that opponents of family-

2 planning services and reproductive choice are resorting to 

3 violence and terrorism to achieve their goals. Our function 

4 is to provide legal, high-quality, los-cost health care for 

5 low-income and needy women and men. If patients are being 

6 frightened away from family-planning clinics by picketers, 

7 bullhorns, gruesome posters, faked and real violence, what 

8 happens to them? 

9 Needy women who choose to take responsibility for 

10 their own lives by seeking contraceptive services frequently 

11 have few alternative health care options available to them. 

12 Sixty-six percent of our birth control patients receive 

13 subsidy. Seventy-three percent of these women are 20-years 

14 old or older. These are often working poor who have not health 

15 coverage through their employment. What are their alterna-

16 tives? Expensive, private health care is out of their reach, 

17 and as we know the alternative of last resort is a county 

18 facility. 

19 Our county facilities are heavily over-burdened 

20 and being pressured more and more to focus on emergency health 

21 care services, and often do not have the luxury of providing 

22 preventive health care services. 

23 The clinic staff at Planned Parenthood are highly 

24 trained, sensitive, caring people dedicated to providing the 

25 best reproductive health care available to the maximum number 

26 of patients. It is a wasteful drain on our time and energy 

27 to be worried about bomb drills, suspect packages, or people 

28 acting strangely in and around our clinics. 
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spokespeople seriously examine their tactics and verbiage. 

An open, free society cannot accept any acts of violence of 

terrorism. We all know the results from history of when 

well-meaning, upright citizens begin to turn their heads away 

and tolerate any degree of violence. 

We encourage the Senate Health and Human Services 

Committee to do everything in its power to provide leadership 

in maintaining safe and improved access to reproductive health 

care for all Californians, and we strongly support your 

legislation. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Thank you, Ms. Mercer. 

MS. MERCER: Yes. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Are there any questions? 

We appreciate your testimony. 

MS. MERCER: Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay, Carol Downer, Federation 

of Feminist Women's Health Centers. 

MS. DOWNER: Good morning. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Good morning. 

MS. DOWNER: Thank you very much for giving me an 

opportunity to speak on a subject that is of very great 

importance to all of us. 

My name is Carol Downer. I'm the vice-president 

of the Federation of Feminist Women's Health Centers. In 

1973, I co-founded the first free-standing abortion clinic 

in the nation in Los Angeles. 

Federation Clinics in California include Woman Care 

in San Diego, and the FWHCs in Chico and Redding. 
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with Curtis Basita in the Everett, Washington area 

sponsored a petition and was very well-regarded. 

23. 

who actually 

These bombings do not occur in a vacuum, like any 

social action. Rather in a climate that promotes and condones 

such violence. The rhetoric of the anti-abortion people is 

to call women "murderers." Now, given that belief on their part, 

it's just one step away for someone to bring forth the 

punishment that they think would be commensurate with such 

a crime. I think that as Ms. Mercer spoke, I think that any 

organizations who do not condone violence should really look 

at the language that they're using to see how that could 

promote violence on the part of those who might be susceptible 

to committing that violence. 

As to the picketing itself, this--or sidewalk 

counseling, I think that people who observe picketing will 

say that in some cases it is true picketing. I have seen, you 

know, picketing such as I have certainly engaged in for years. 

I certainly support the right to express youropinion in that 

form, and that is not what anyone is talking about. They 

are talking about actual violation of that woman's right to 

privacy. This is a legal right. Women should be able, with 

their families, to drive up to the facility, to get out of 

that car, and walk into that front door of that facility 

without any interference, verbal, visual, or physical from 

anyone. 

If people want to demonstrate, fine. Let them be 

at a distance, maybe across the street or at a place where 

if a person would choose to walk over and speak to them, that 

I 
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that. There could be no political purpose served by that 

picketing. I'm happy to say that the local authorities agreed 

with us that this was private property, and they're no longer 

doing that. 

But I think that anyone who's making up legislation 

has, I think, a very difficult task, but a very necessary, 

because it's necessary to preserve these constitutional rights, 

but also, you know, do the hard job of distinguishing between 

what's lawful and what is unlawful, and I urge the state to 

take on that task. 

Other people are going to talk more about some of 

the problems that come from clinic bombings. It doesn't take 

many bombings to keep us from being able to get fire insurance, 

to keep us from being able to get staff. You don't have to 

be personally bombed to be affected by a bombing. There are 

clinics in this country who have never had any actual problems 

with it, like our San Diego clinic who searched for months, 

and yet they had never had any bombing or anything like that. 

So, when we're speaking about bombing and its 

effects, we must not limit ourselves to just those clinics, 

you know, because three or four well-publicized bombings 

affects hundreds of clinics around the whole country and has. 

It has had a dramatic effect upon us. 

As far as fire insurance, as Ms. Mercer said, it 

has gone up from $900 a year to $9000 a year in our Chico 

health center. Many clinics are not able to get it at all. 

I want to point out too another important thing 

for the Committee to think about, and that is that, histori-
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abortionists. One complaint from the pro-life medical 

association that doctors were not performing abortions in 

the Feminist Women's Health Centers resulted in inspections 

up and down the state. I mean on top of our regular inspec­

tions. I'm not talking about the legitimate, regular 

inspections that we all recognize as necessary. 

In our Redding clinic, the anti-abortionists secured 

a place across the way from our clinic. They watched every 

woman go in and out. They photographed them. Being a small 

town, this made it very difficult for a woman in Redding to 

exercise her right in privacy. They would report--

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: About how many of these 

inspections took place, say, within a year's time at any one 

clinic? 

MS. DOWNER: It varies, but in Redding they had 

16 a half a dozen within two months. 
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CHAIRPERSON WATSON: And who was coming out? People 

from the Department of Health Services? 

MS. DOWNER: Yes. Specifically, a Mr. Pat Buckley 

or the people underneath him. The kind of complaints they 

had was, "Well, the women didn't look so good coming out of 

the clinic, today." 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Well, the reason I raise that 

question is because in other areas, beyond abortion and family 

planning and so on, we're told that there is not adequate 

staff to do the inspection. And so if I can get some 

documentation, I will raise these questions as to how staff 

could be put into one unit to do as many as six inspections 
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MS. DOWNER: I'd very happy to supply you 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay, thank you. 

MS. DOWNER: The--so, conclusion, I would like 

7 to say that women's rights are in jeopardy. They are in 

8 serious jeopardy due to this wave of bombings whether they 

9 place by body of pro-li or by their radical fringe 

10 or whatever. It is definitely in danger, and I hope that 

1 state, particularly, given the fact that we have not been 

12 ab to get kind of response that we need, will take upon 

13 itself to protect women's right, because at the moment the 

14 burden for that is ll upon individual abortion facil s, 

15 on, lann ilit s. 
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Thank you very much. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Thank you. 

SENATOR CARPENTER: Madam Chairman? 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Yes, Senator Carpenter, has 

st ? 

SENATOR CARPENTER: Yes. 

You've heard the Committee, 

ir abhorrence of violence. 

s morning, 

MS. DOWNER: Yes. I'm very happy to hear that. 

ss 

SENATOR CARPENTER: You heard pro-life witnesses, 

and you've heard choice witnesses ind ate that they, too, 

27 felt violence had no role. 

28 I was a l bit ised at your near equa 
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1 picketers with bombers, and I'm wondering if, as we search 

2 for those people who bomb pro-life centers, if we should look 

3 for those people among the picketers. 

4 MS. DOWNER: I think if we find people that bomb 

5 pro-life facilities, and they find that they are in leadership 

6 positions, if they are respected community members in the 

7 pro-choice movement, if they are part of the warp and woof 

8 of our movement, that we all have to really to ourselves and 

9 purge ourselves, and I would personally take--I would do more 

iO than go to a clinic hearing and abhor violence. 

11 I think that I would work very, very hard to purge, 

12 and I call upon them to do the same. 

13 SENATOR CARPENTER: I think the truth is the pro-

14 life movement would be damaged if their leadership had any 

15 involvement in violence. I think the pro-choice movement 
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would be damaged if their leadership had any involvement in 

violence, and I think there's enough intelligence on both 

sides of this very emotional issue to know that. 

I really think that the people who are involved 

are the fringe nuts on the extremes of both of these movements, 

and I think it's probably--

MS. DOWNER: I think that's sometimes true, and 

I think sometimes it has not been true. Mr. Curtis Basita, 

that I mentioned, was a very respected person in the community. 

Not only was he active as a picketer, but he also has promoted 

26 a petition drive. He was highly well-regarded--extremely 

27 well-regarded by, you know, people within his movement. Even 

28 though they didn't approve of what he did, nevertheless, he 
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1 this Committee. My name is Dr. Rodney Shelton Brooks. I'm 

2 the assistant pastor of the Fundamentalist Baptist Tabernacle. 

3 I do not condone the violent and illegal acts of 

4 abortion clinic bombings. In fact, I do not believe that 

5 the bombings are supported by any person legitimately concerned 

6 with .life. I am personally familiar with an abortion clinic 

7 now operating in North Hollywood. The bombings recently 

8 publicized in New York and Oregon serve to create an atmosphere 

9 of stress and tension among clients availing themselves of 

10 clinic services. The nervousness of the clients is transmitted 

11 
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to the nurses and doctors who step outside of the clinic to 

talk and chain smoke during their breaks. 

Many who seek abortion would prefer the operation 

to be a quiet, unobtrusive experience. Having spoken with 

many young women who have sought abortions, I have found that 

the thought of the clinic being bombed with them being present 

is frightening and unsettling. I have been told by sources 

close to this particular clinic that the threat of bombing 

has cut dramatically into business. Thirty abortions per 

week have been cut drastically to an average of eight to 

fifteen abortions per week. Potential clients are increasingly 

reluctant to engage this clinic's services because of its 

growing reputation as a possible target. 

The bombing incidents have also resulted in an 

increased public awareness and interest in the abortion 

controversy. More pro-lifers are coming to the clinics two 

and three times a week attempting to talk with already nervous 

men and women who come to obtain legal abortions. The question 
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1 terms. There is no stress test available today that can 

2 adequately measure the cost in human terms. Clinic directors 

3 report that clinic personnel have quit their jobs, have cut 

4 back their hours, and some have been forced to change their 

5 residences because of harassments at their homes. The 

6 atmosphere in and around the clinics is often quite tense. 

7 Clinic personnel have been kidnapped, held at gun 

8 point, been called to the site of burning clinics in the middle 

9 of the night, have fortunately, accurately detected live napalm 

10 · bombs in the mail, and bravely come to work every day knowing 

11 that their lives may in jeopardy. They can be likened to 

12 medics in wartime, who do not take up arms themselves, but 

13 who must perform under the constant threat of personal 

14 jeopardy and harm. 

15 In addition, the cost of providing services has 

16 risen. Many facilities have increased their security measures 

17 with expensive hardware, security systems and security 

18 personnel. Some landlords wary of vandalism and bombing 

19 reports have increased rents or terminated leases. Insurance 

20 carriers of all kinds, malpractice, workmen's comp, and so 

21 forth have rated providers of abortion as "high risk," and 

22 either charged them the highest rates or dropped their coverage 

23 altogether. 

24 So far, most abortion providers and family-planning 

25 providers have absorbed these costs themselves, but it is 

26 only a matter of time before these costs will be translated 

27 into the cost to the patients who come for services. 

28 What the bombings do not do is stop abortion and 



3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

'15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

26 

Watson 

will 

However, 

but these 

resu 

so·-cal 

personnel 

I to 

ld 

and II 

-or 

con 

ins wi 

numbers, 

and scream 

pro-

27 next mani 

28 

ac 

of 

fe 

s 

appropr 

of 

rs. 

new 

local ls. 

ia cannot he 

other 

tor of the 

cl ic, 

cl 

s were unusual 

to t 

to 

a s 

, violence 

who swarm around the 

icense 

1 them, and yell 

are the 

f anti-choice 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

35. 

movement is to outlaw abortion no matter what the cost in 

women's lives. It is essential that the constitutionally 

protected right of abortion be considered in its tremendous 

importance. This right affects the destiny of nearly every 

woman and family in the United States today, whether or not 

ever faced with the reality of an unintended pregnancy. When 

viewed in this light of truth, it becomes quite reasonable 

to accept some appropriate restrictions to protect women from 

intimidation, violence, and harassment while engaged in the 

exercise of a fundamental constitutional right. 

Therefore, we urge the state to actively pursue 

pro-live criminals who threaten the lives of women who come 

to medical facilities for services. We ask the state to urge 

local police agencies to provide greater protection to clinics 

and their patients. Additionally, we urge the courts, when 

asked by clinics, to issue injunctions against protesters 

to limit their actionsi doing so may prevent vandalism, arson, 

bombing, assault, and even murder. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Thank you very much. 

MS. PASSMAN: I have for the Committee copies of 

my testimony, as well as summaries from the National Abortion 

Federation on the clinics that have occurred across the 

country since 1977. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: The bombings that have occurred. 

MS. PASSMAN: What did I say? 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: The "clinics." 

MS. PASSMAN: The bombings that have occurred at 
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1 because these were citizens who had ordinary jobs to go in 

2 the morning, and it was very difficult for them to stay awake 

3 all night after the clinic received these threats; and I 

4 brought an extra cup for coffee in case, just in case, a 

5 federal agent or a police investigator concerned about the 

6 situation might show up; in general, the cup remained empty. 

7 As you have outlined, Senator Watson, there have 

8 been an increase in these incidents, and as a matter of fact, 

9 in November of 1984, agents of the Federal Bureau of Alcohol, 

10 Tobacco, and Firearms informed the National Abortion Federation 

11 that a caller had indicated 25 clinics offering abortion 

12 services were to be blown up by New Year's Eve. The caller 

13 gave a state-by-state quota of the number of these future 

14 bombings and where they would occur. Unless that individual 

15 was a psychic, I say that, on the face of it, indicates 

16 conspiracy on a national level, but at that time, the FBI's 

17 response was that they did not consider it terrorism or 

18 conspiracy, and they did not respond. They said there were 

19 508 agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms 

20 to be involved in the investigations, and I will address 

21 myself to that later in the testimony. 

22 After an attempted firebombing at Planned Parenthood 

23 of Santa Ana, on December 22, 1984--and you'll be hearing 

24 from Ms. Seigle the director of that clinic--I undertook 

25 to coordinate the protection by 24-hour citizen watch of 

26 the Women's Choice Clinic, which is operated by the Feminist 

27 Women's Health Center of Orange County. 

28 I am a technical writer. I reside in Huntington 
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it, but the police acted as if they were surprised that the 

clinic wanted any fingerprinting or autopsy to be performed 

on the cat. They acted suprised, as if any type of further 

investigation was requested by the clinic. 

Finally, the police agreed to have a look at the 

cat and render an opinion as to what happened to it, but 

it ended up at the wrong place, and clinic officials had 

to personally track it, by which time the body had 

deteriorated to much to tell what had happened to it. 

Fingerprinting had to be demanded on each and every 

occasion that there was this type of anti-abortion vandalism. 

We were unable to get any type of police response when anti­

abortion literature was jammed into the motor of the wind­

shield wiper of a staff person's car, so that she was in 

the rain the time without visibility. 

So, there were a number of incidents, and the local 

police had very, very minimal response and stated that they 

absolutely did not have the personnel to provide much watch 

over the clinic whatsoever. 

On February 9th, the clinic received a dozen bomb 

threats, and they informed me of this. I attempted to reach 

the BATF, and I could not reach them locally at all. I had 

to get their number in Washington D.C., through the operator, 

and call them there, and then they called someone locally 

and had them call me back. They had provided our citizen 

group with a number--a 24-hour number--but they were not 

available at that number. No one was. We did, eventually, 

reach an operator at the local number, but she couldn't raise 



1 anyone. 

2 The BATF, then, told us only that we should get finger-

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

print information, make sure that there was a good file being 

kept on the incident; that they didn't have anything to 

do with bomb threats of clinics; that they had absolutely 

nothing to do with bomb threats of clinics. That was totally 

a local matter. It had nothing to do with them. 

On the morning of April 24th, the clinic's director 

received a morning visit from an investigator of the Santa 

Ana Fire Department. He said a fire had taken place on April 

22nd, at 11:50 p.m. and showed her the area of the fire. 

Now, in between the time they went out to see the burned 

area, which was a large area containing plants--in between 

that time and the time they went back in the building, someone 

15 put a big sign over the thing, that said, "Move." This was 

16 April 24th--the morning of April 24th. 

17 The fire report, which Ms. Gomez was finally allowed 

18 to see after some--and the clinic officials were finally 

19 allowed to see, said that fire had occurred at a vacant 

20 building, a building where no business existed, but that's 

21 impossible for the fire investigators to have assumed, because 

22 you could see literature, furniture, posted hours if they'd 

23 even had bothered to walk around the building. Apparently, 

24 they had no idea that this was building that had received 

25 bomb threats. There was no coordination between police and 

26 fire people. 

27 In addition, we had reported to the local police 

28 that some of the picketers, who came to the clinic on 



1 Wednesdays and Saturday, had made threatening remarks to 

2 the staff, such as "Jesus knows where you live. He's going 

3 to get you," and "A bomb a day keeps the doctor away," and 

4 apparently, this also was not relayed to local fire people 

5 as the D.A. 's office had told clinic officials it would be. 

6 So, they had no idea that there was even a business at that 

7 address, let alone that there was a clinic there. 

8 I know this sounds incredible, but this particular 

9 day, April 24th, goes on. I had noticed, over time, that 

10 these incidents of violence, such as the vandalism and so 

11 forth, occurred in threes or fours. I assumed whoever tried 

12 to light the fire--it turned out there were two different 

13 fires lit--would be back to do it again. I called--and in 

14 the meantime, the sister clinic of this clinic was burned 

15 down in Los Angeles on April 8th, but a final investigation 

16 of that is not available at this time. But I did call the 

17 BATF, and I urged them to have a surveillance team there 

18 at least that night and the next night, because, in my 

19 opinion, they would be able to catch the individual who had 

20 done the fires, but Mr. Gray, of the BATF locally there in 

21 Santa Ana, told me they had absolutely no jurisdiction in 

22 any case unless a fire had already occurred. 

23 A final report on tnat fire had been filed, and the 

24 fire had been proven, by local officials, to involve a firearm. 

25 A firearm is not a book of matches. It is not gasoline. 

26 A firearm is a sealed, explosive device. Apparently the 

27 Supreme Court recently ruled, after all this, that a closed 

28 room, is totally closed, may be regarded as a sealed 
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device, but the t I was talk to Mr. Gray, a firearm 

homemade to be a gun, or consisted of a gun, or a 

a sealed explosive dev , and until local officials completed 

their report, they could not even possibly have jurisdiction. 

It had to be proven that the BATF had jurisdiction, and they 

had to be requested to come in on the case. 

I then asked Mr. Gray what about the 508 agents 

assigned to clinic violence mentioned by William Webster 

of the FBI, and he said that 508 different people had worked 

on capturing some people called "The Army of God" on the 

east coast--at one time or another, 508 different personnel 

in BATF worked on case, but that there were no such 508 

agents. Meanwhile, most of the time, when we would try to 

report these inc 2nts, or ask for surveillance from the 

local police, they would say, "Well, that just--you know, 

that's a federal matter. That is a federal matter. You 

heard William Webster talk about the 508 agents. We don't 

have 508 agents. We hardly have enough police to police 

our town." That was their response, and obviously, they 

were not coordinating with the fire department. 

In fact, they weren't even coord ing within their 

own department. I hate to tell you, they couldn't decide 

whether to send out breaking and entering people of assault 

people when these incidents would occur. They didn't know 

what to do, and 

this violence. 

2y seem to have no idea of the level of 

I was alarmed that I was able to get in here with 

this box, and this hose, and all this equipment. Ms. ULtti, 
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1 I'm glad to say, did eventually ask me about it, but I was 

2 alarmed. These people are going to be receiving death threats 

3 and actual bombs in the mail. This type of hearing--where 

4 some of your most prominent providers of abortion in the 

5 State of California have come--I can walk in here with any 

6 darn thing I wanted to come in here with. You don't know 

7 who I am. I was very alarmed about that. I don't think--see, 

8 this is another example of the Bear being reduced to a teddy 

9 bear. You don't have an idea of what is going on out there. 

10 I would like to say about the picketing, also, in 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 
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25 

26 

27 

28 

addressing Ms. McMillan's comments--this is the last of my 

testimony. I personally have taken blows on my body intended 

for anti-abortionists, because I have stood between angry 

clients or the gentleman accompanying them and anti-abort­

tionists, who were trying to grab, or harass, or pin in cars, 

or yelling "Murderer," etcetera, to clients going into the 

clinics. The people accompanying the women would often become 

so alarmed when the woman was pinned in the car on the 

passenger side, that the driver would get out and attempt 

to assault anti-abortionists, and on more than one occasion, 

I have taken blows intended for anti-abortionists. 

We definitely acted as a peace-keeping force in 

Santa Ana. There is no question in my mind. We also--we 

dealt with drunk people who would come along and get very 

angry at the anti-abortionists. We did not want to see 

violence, and I would like to say, on April 24th, when I 

was trying to get the BATF to come out and act as a surveil­

lance team, I was also trying to get private guard and so 
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1 was Ms. Rosen ld, she's absent from the room now, but she 

2 

3 

WiJ also helpinq to coordinat linic securi 

We called private guard services, and they would 

4 not come to an abortion clinic. This was a decision that 

5 they had already made. One agency would come if they could 

6 come with a specially armed car and have armed guards there. 

7 Three different directors of the clinic told me, and then 

8 on separate occasions the same three directors told Ms. 

9 Rosenfeld--that is a delivery of this message six times--that 

10 no one was to be at that clinic with a gun or a knife, that 

11 no one was to act in a violent manner, or even potentially 

12 violent manner, or in a heroic manner on their behalf, not 

13 one person. 

14 I can tell you that among the escorts, who help the 

15 clients into the clinic, and among those who watch the clinic, 

16 were those who do not agree with abortion as an option for 

17 themselves, and I have testimony that was appended to a 

18 lawsuit filed by the clinic to get an injunction that will 

19 talk about how people calling themselves "sidewalk counselors" 

20 would frequently attempt to detain small children, who could 

21 not possibly be corning to the clinic for abortion services, 

22 and they would terrorize them by telling them about murder 

23 of children inside. The children would begin to cry and 

24 be upset. They also would grab people. One woman was a 

25 stutterer and could not explain to them that she was going 

26 to the beauty supply shop next door, and she was scratched 

27 and bruised. By the time she go to the beauty supply store, 

28 she was hysterical, and she couldn't talk to anyone, because 



1 she can only talk when she's very calm. 

2 The types of incidents were commonly seen by us on 

3 that corner, and the clinic officials, over and over again, 

4 told us, "No violence. No heroics on our behalf. We do 

5 not want to have anything but a peaceful environment here." 

6 Our duty, as escorts and as watch~rs over that clinic, was 

7 to maintain a peaceful atmosphere in that neighborhood as 

8 well, you know, in that community. 

9 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I just want to mention that your 

10 testimony underscores the need for us to go back and look 

11 at the law. I carried a piece of legislation that dealt 

12 with domestic violence, because often when a spouse, most 

13 often a woman is being beaten or abused in the home, there's 

14 a call to the law enforcement agency, and they just don't 

15 come out. 

16 So, the bill made it very specific as to their 

17 coming out and reporting that a crime is being committed, 

18 and we also stipulated what they were to take into account 

19 and what they were not to take into accout, and that any 

20 recruit that was studying to be a law enforcement officer 

21 must go through a particular program of domestic violence. 

22 MS. HODGE: Yes. A recommendation that I would 

23 carry from my group, is that some funds or other resources 

24 be set aside to educate the law officers. We believe that 

25 they are sincere and want to provide security. They, however, 

26 many times do not take calls from the clinic seriously, 

27 especially knowing that it is a clinic for women's health. 

28 They will o make very lewd jokes. In one case, it went 
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evan further n t, is did also. 

That is a recommendation I would carry from my 

group, that such education be set aside, that perhaps amessage 

that would give some uniformity to the district--various 

district attorney's offices within California and help to 

carry education. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Well, one of the things that 

I can do is send a letter, from myself, to the Attorney 

General's Office to clarify the jurisdictional responsibility 

of local law enforcement agencies in this regard. I think 

that whenever there is a threat of a crime, or a crime being 

committed, they ought to respond regardless, and so we might 

have to look into that. 

I do apFreciate your testimony, and you certainly 

point up some loopholes in the law that we might have to 

strengthen, and so we'll be looking at that. 

MS. HODGE: I am also carrying with me petitions 

to the Federal Bureau of Investigation to get involved. It 

is signed by hundreds of citizens in Orange County. I'll 

be delivering these to Mr. Carpenter's office. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Yes. 

MS. HODGE: This has to do with, you know, the 

desire to have more coordination between all of these different 

agencies. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: One of the purposesof SB 558 

was to attach the term "terrorism," because with the terrorism 

noted in the law, then we could call on the FBI, and we still 

feel that these certainly are acts of terrorism. I know 
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we had a picket--a group of picketers out in front of a 

reception we gave for the person who was the director of 
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the Planned Parenthood and cooperated in the State of 

California, and they were awfully abusive and made it awfully 

uncomfortable, and it was a stressful situation coming to 

and from the premises, and they terrorized the guests that 

were coming. 

I don't think this can be tolerated, and we intend 

to have it looked at, in terms of--

MS. HODGE: I think it's a state also, however--! 

know this could be politically hot for any politician, but 

you must look into this distinction being made between side­

walk counselors and picketers, because when we even had an 

injunction at the clinic and would try to enforce with the 

police, they would say, "We're not picketers. We're sidewalk 

counselors." 

My parents were both trade unionists and were on 

picket lines. They never called themselves labor counselors 

and told the police that they couldn't stay in line and 

follow the picket laws, because they were labor educators. 

I mean, there is such category of citizen who is above the 

law because they have been called by God to do counseling 

or education. 

I think the state really does need to address that, 

and they themselves, the anti-abortionists who are here today, 

brought that up. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay, thank you very much. 

Senator Rosenthal, did you have a question of the 
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1 witness? 

2 Ms. Hodge, would you remain? 

3 SENATOR ROSENTHAL: Not necessarily a question, 

4 just a comment. 

5 The concept of peaceful picketing has been talked 

6 about here a number of times today. I certainly am in favor 

7 of peaceful picketing for any issue, on either side of that 

8 particular issues, but I wonder if at some point we might 

9 have either side, and perhaps those who have testified might 

10 be able to come back and tell us what they consider being 

11 peaceful picketing, so that I can understand what it is we're 

12 talking about. 

13 When I go to--there's a strike going now, for 

14 example, at the markets, and there are pickets, and they're 

15 walking around with signs, but nobody is standing in the 

16 doorway and preventing me from walking into that market if 

17 I decided to cross that picket line. So, in terms of 

18 picketing, that's been the general concept of picketing in 

19 labor negotiations. There has been some violence, but when 

20 there is a violence by a picketer the police and the court 

21 can do something about it. 

22 We don't seem to be able to do anything about 

23 violent picketers' harassment at these clinics. So, I've 

24 heard the proponents of the pro-life indicate that they're 

25 in favor of picketing and the counseling, and I too am in 

26 favor of their picketing, but I'd like for them to respond 

27 to the kinds of picketing that we've heard about, if they 

28 would. 
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1 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Does someone want to come 

2 forward? Can you come very quickly, and then we'll have 

3 to move on. 

Ms. Curtius? 4 

5 MS. CURTIUS: Yes. I have been involved in a lot 

6 of picketing, less sidewalk counseling. I make a distinction 

7 between the two, because picketing is a march, carrying signs, 

8 sometimes a chanting, song, something like. Every one that 

9 I have been involved in, and I have been involved in quite 

10 a few, have always left the driveways and the entrances open 

11 and the type of picketing that you're talking. Anyone who 

12 would touch somebody coming in, I would think would be liable 

13 for assualt of attacking someone or touching them. 

14 On the other hand, sidewalk counselors are--instead 

15 of having 50 or 100 people--are usually a handful of, maybe, 

16 3 who come on a regular basis to a certain clinic, either 

17 weekly or a couple times a week, who do not carry signs or 

18 anything like that, but who carry literature who often times, 

19 as they see clients coming into the center hand them things 

20 and ask them to consider their decision before they go in, 

21 because they feel that they are not getting alternatives 

22 inside. 

23 I also feel that they should not be touching or 

24 anything that would be thought of as assault or anything 

25 like that, and I'm sure all pro-life organizations do not--none 

26 of us want any kind of abusive treatment of clients going 

27 to clinics. However, we do want--the counselors want to 

28 offer them alternatives, and so they come on Wednesdays and 
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1 Saturdays, and stuff like that. 

2 I did want to point out though, that when Senator 

3 Watson asked me why I ahd brought up the harassment, I think 

4 the testimony by the pro-abortion people has pointed out exactly 

5 what they want. They do not want us picketing within so 

6 many feet of their entrance. They don't want sidewalk 

7 counselors, and that's why I worry that that is their goal 

8 in restricting us. 

9 But I do believe in peaceful picketing and 

10 counseling. 

11 SENATOR ROSENTHAL: I have no objection to peaceful 

12 picketing and so-called "counselors." I don't know whether 

13 you have a responsibility to inform them that they are not 

14 to bodily touch anybody or prevent anybody from getting out 

15 of a car or walking. 

16 What do you think your responsibility is in those 

17 cases-; 

18 
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MS. McMILLAN: Well, we do in those instances. 

I think it's very important to realize that it's a very 

emotional climate out there on both sides, and I would 

certainly hope that the pro-abortion people would also follow \ 

that. 

I have personally viewed when a counselor--and 

there is a difference, regardless of what the last person 

who testified said. There is a large difference between 

a picketer and a counselor. 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: What is the difference? 

MS. McMILLAN: Well, the difference is, I think 
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just like Ms. Curtius said, it's the fact that somebody goes 

out and pickets is practicing their first amendment right 

to freedom of speech. 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: That's right. 

MS. McMILLAN: They're out there saying, "We don't 

like what's going. There's a lot of violence inside," and 

they're trying to practice the American Way. 

A counselor is somebody who says, "Wait a minute. 

You're not going to get full informed consent inside that 

abortion mill. We would like to give you the flip-side of 

the coin. You will not get fetal development in there." 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: That's right. 

MS. McMILLAN: That's right. I mean, they agree 

to it. You are not going to get the complications of 

abortion and what has happened. Four times last year alone, 

our organization, just one organization, was notified that 

four women have died inside the abortion clinics. Those 

are the kinds of things that we try to counsel women going 

in there, because the law forbids us--or forbids the 

abortionists--to give them that kind of counseling. 

So, there is a very grave difference. 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: No, no. You're not answering 

my questions. 

What is the response of your organization to the 

counselors, if in fact, they are harassing or--

MS. McMILLAN: We condemn that. We tell them not 

to do that, and I would also hope the pro-abortionists would 

do it. 
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1 I have personally viewed our counselors, when trying 

2 to counsel, the escort service, that they call themselves--the 

3 so-called "escort service" come up, grab the woman, and 

4 say, "You don't need to listen to these people," and pull 

5 them inside the clinics. 

6 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: That's right. 

7 MS. McMILLAN: I mean, they admit it. Someone 

8 just said, "That's right," and I thank you for verifying 

9 that fact. 

10 

11 

12 

13 
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So, I think the harassment and bodily harm, or 

whatever the--must stop on both sides, and I personally will 

stand here as one of the leaders of the right to life movement 

and ask that nobody touches, hurts, or harasses in that type 

of form, and I certainly hope the people that verify what 

I said about theirs would also come forward as the leaders 

and say, "We want the harassing to stop on both sides." 

Our counselors have been attacked. An abortionist 

came out, not too long ago, and there was a civil suit filed 

today, because he literally beat here, because of what she-­

she was cutting into his profit making business. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Well, it's always interesting 

to listen to both sides, because everybody says, you know, 

the emotional impact of the situation, and so everybody is 

guilty--

MS. McMILLAN: I agree. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: --who has malice in their 

mind. 

MS. McMILLAN: I agree. 
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1 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Now, I'm sitting here thinking 

2 of a way to maybe leave a buffer zone from the entrance to 

3 that abortion facility, that hospital, where nobody can 

4 counsel or picket--

5 MS. McMILLAN: Well, I don't--

6 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: --and, just a minute. 

7 

8 

MS. McMILLAN: Okay. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: And we've done that. There's 

9 precedence set for that: polling places, etcetera. 

10 So, I'm thinking about it, because it sounds like--

11 and this is the last--I'm not taking any more testimony on 

12 this issue. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

DR. BROOKS: Okay, I'd like to make one comment, 

Senator. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: So, I'm thinking of something 

that way. 

MS. McMILLAN: Senator, let me just state to you 

that if you do try to propose legislation that--or this 

19 Committee--

20 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Is this a threat? 

21 
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MS. McMILLAN: No, no, no. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay. 

MS. McMILLAN: This is--if the Committee does try 

to propose legislation that would try to stop people from 

counseling and practicing their first amendment right, I 

do believe the right to life movement would strongly oppose 

that. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: You did not hear me. I don't 
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1 think you listen well. 

2 

3 away. 

MS. McMILLAN: You wanted a buffer so many feet 

4 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I said a buffer zone, and 

5 there's precedence for that, and so it would be according 

6 to--

7 MS. McMILLAN: We would strongly oppose that. 

8 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I know you would. 

9 

10 

MS. McMILLAN: Okay. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: It would be according--well, 

11 I'm a legislator--
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MS. McMILLAN: Right. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I can do anything I want. 

MS. McMILLAN: That's right. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Now, there is a--I mean, there 

is a precedence already set for that for a good reason, and 

I'm thinking something that is constitutional along those 

lines, and I have not thought it through, and I will inform 

everyone when I have thought it through. 

I am going to call on the next witness, now. 

DR. BROOKS: We're responsible--

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: May I call on Dr. Carol-­

DR. BROOKS: --there's a buffer zone already 

established. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: You are not recognized. I 

think I remember you from another hearing. 

DR. BROOKS: I remember you from another hearing 

also. 
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1 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Well, if you're here to 

2 disrupt--if you're here to disrupt--

3 DR. BROOKS: I'm not here to disrupt. I'm here 

4 to--

5 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Then, would you sit down. 

6 DR. BROOKS: Let me speak, Senator. 

7 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Dr. Roberts---you're not--

8 DR. BROOKS: Let me speak. 

9 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: No, he's had his turn--

10 DR. BROOKS: I'm here. 

11 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Can't he speak? 

12 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: --and I have allowed--no, 

13 he's had his turn. 
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DR. BROOKS: You asked for additional--

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I allowed two--

DR. BROOKS: --information on this. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I will have you remoyed from 

the room if you're going to disrupt this hearing. (At this poi t 
Dr. Brooks commen§ed to shouttiana,was forcibly removed from th 
room by; a Senat.e er_geant-at- rms.J we are . 
golng to hear trom those peop e. I heard from Susan McMlllan, 

twice, and I will hear from you again, Ms. McMillan, as long 

as it's an orderly hearing. 

Anyone who is disruptive, regardless of what side 

that person is on, will be removed from this hearing room. 

I recognize that gentleman from the last hearing. He used 

the same tactic, and I would like to tell whoever is his 

supporters that he will not be allowed in the hearing room 

again if he continues to disrupt. 

Sorry, Dr. Roberts. You're representing the 
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1 Birth Control Institute, Incorporated. 

2 DR. ROBERTS: Yes. I have to tell you that this is 

3 very, very difficult for me. I'm one of the directors who has 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

survived, but just barely, and I'm glad that you have a lot 

of concern from the staff and the clients of these agencies, 

because they're the ones who really ultimately suffer. 

I had something prepared, but I think in view of wha 

j~st happened, I'm going to tell you the story of 40,000 

pesos. 

mike. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Can you speak right into the 

DR. ROBERTS: Well, I can try. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay, that's good. 

14 DR. ROBERTS: Does that help? 

15 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Yes. 

16 DR. ROBERTS~ We're pi~keted every Saturday morning 

17 by several groups in San Diego. We had a woman come to our 

18 clinic. She was 42-year-old Hispanic woman from across the 

19 boarder. She had 10 kids, and she was pregnant, and she 

20 very much wanted an abortion. 

21 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: We're trying to record this 

22 hearing, and I'm going to have to ask you to--

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

DR. ROBERTS: I'm sorry. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Yeah. Get real close and 

speak as loud as you can. 

Thank you. 

DR. ROBERTS: Urn---

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: That's good. That tone is 
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1 good. 

2 DR. ROBERTS: Good, I won't move. 

3 She went through her counseling, and 

4 she was a second trimester procedure. We do second 

5 trimester procedures through 15 weeks, and she was 

6 between 12 and 15 weeks from the first day of her last 

7 menstrual period. She came into the clinic on Friday 

8 afternoon for laminaria to be inserted--I think that Mr. 

9 Rosenthal would like to hear this--and the laminaria was 

10 inserted. She had no place to stay that night, so she 

11 called a local community clinic that offers places to stay 

12 and help. 

13 That local community clinic had been infiltrated 

14 by pro-life people, so when she called for information, 

15 she was referred unknowingly to a pro-life household to 

16 spend the night. She spent the night there, unwittingly 

17 told them her story, that she was going in for an abortion, 

18 and they kept her up all night trying to convince her to 

19 not have an abortion. 

20 The procedure, once laminaria is inserted, 

21 I has already started. There is no turning back. It's a 

22 two-day procedure. The client is well aware of this. There 

23 are no bones made about, and many people change their minds. 

24 This woman wanted an abortion. She had no money. 

25 She was back to the clinic on Saturday morning, 

26 and as she got out of the car with this pro-life woman, 

27 she was litera surrounded by a group of ten picketers, 

28 literal took to juana in their 
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1 car. They had the larninaria removed from her, gave her 

2 no instructions, told her nothing, gave her no medication, 

3 and told her to go home. Four days later, she showed up 

4 on our doorstep wanting an abortion. 

5 Once a procedure like that has been started, it's 

6 very, very dangerous, once the laminaria has been removed 

7 to try to do it again. First of all, that leads to 

8 miscarriages, that leads to all kinds of horrible infections. 

9 

10 

12 

13 

14 

I This woman cot1ld very well have died had she not come back 
I 

for medical care. She wanted an abortion so badly, that 

she sat on our doorstep for two days while we tried very 

lhard to find a doctor in a hospital that would see her. 

She had left from her original money 40,000 pesos, 

which equals about $40. She had bought her children food, 

15 at least this is what she was telling us. We finally convinced 

16 our doctor to do the procedure, and she was seen. We put 

17 her up in a motel, and she was so very grateful. She was 

18 crying. 

19 But a picket removing a client who has a procedure 

20 in progress from the front door of a clinic--

21 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Was she taken against her 

22 will to Mexico? 

23 DR. ROBERTS: Yes, but she did not know how to 

24 say "no." You have to realize the difference in culture. 

25 If a man approaches a Hispanic woman, she's not going to 

26 be very, very vocal in saying--telling them where she thinks 

27 they should go. They're very cooperative in that way. 

28 So, I'm not saying well at all, but this is something 



1 

2 

that is very, very dangerous and certainly potentially 

I life-threatening to the clients. The pickets have no idea 

3 who has a procedure already in progress. 

4 We insert laminaria on first trimester patients, 

5 quite often, if their cervix is tight. No one knows who 

6 has laminaria inserted, and yet these pickets will come 

7 up to the front steps and try to take women off the front 

8 steps without any kind of medical knowledge as to what 

9 is going on with each woman's body. 

10 SENATOR ROSENTHAL: May I--

11 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Yes, Senator Rosenthal. 

12 SENATOR ROSENTHAL: You say the pickets will 

13 do this. Are these the placard bearing--

14 DR. ROBERTS: No, sir. These are the sidewalk 

15 counselors. 

16 SENATOR ROSENTHAL: Okay. 

17 DR. ROBERTS: I think that we are probably one 

18 of archetypal clinics in terms of violence, in terms of 

19 harassment, and certainly in the State of California. 
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20 We have been firebombed twice. Neither fire-

21 bombing has been solved. There are suspects. One of the 

22 ladies who testified mentioned that in San Diego there 

23 had been an arrest made, and it was not a pro-life person. 

24 There were never charges brought against this person, because 

25 there is no proof that this person ever did the firebombing. 

26 So, we have two firebombs that remain unsolved. 

27 I have pictures of them if you'd like to 

28 see them. 
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3 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I don't think you need to 

show them, we te your testimony. 

DR. ROBERTS: Fires look like fires. 

4 I have received death threats, saying that "Death 

5 stalks at my job, ress tch," and threatening to 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

inject me with a saline solution while I am sleeping. I 

have had the lug nuts of my car wheels loosened to within 

a half a turn, and the rnechan informed me that only my 

mag wheel locks kept my wheels on. I have had prowlers 

around my horne. I have had vandalism at my home. 

We have had four bomb threats, each of which closed 

the clinic for three hours, suspending services for clients, 

one of which delayed the start of clinic--of a surgery 

clinic for three hours while the police evacuated the 

neighborhood as well as evacuated our building. 

CHAIRPERSON WA'rSON: The interesting thing to 

me is that the other side who abhors violence, you know, 

these people who are threatening you are just as violent 

as they say those who support choice are. 

where there's a distinction drawn. Is 

or it is--

DR. ROBERTS: The pickets--

I don't know 

righteous violence, 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: We have a copy of the death 

threat letter to you, and I know I have been sent the same 

kind of thing, and I have never called anyone a murderer. 

I have been call0d that myself, so I don't know if it's 

righteous indignation that allows people that authority, 

but I can sympathize with you and the harassment and the 
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2 DR. ROBERTS: Let me say that the pickets, during 

3 the bomb threat where the buildings were evacuated, were 

4 saying things like, "Of course this happened." "You people 

5 deserve this." "This is the best thing that ever happened." 

6 "We're glad we did it." Things like that. 

7 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: These are people who support 

8 the death penalty, I gather, too, huh? 
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9 DR. ROBERTS: None of these crimes have, obviously, 

10 been solved in California. In California of all the fire-

11 bombings, arsons, attempts, everything else, nothing has 

12 been solved. There have been no indictments and no convictions 

13 I in the State of California. I think that's really important. 

14 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I think that's what we're 

15 trying to get to with our legislation, and I do hope to 

16 have a follow-up piece. 

17 DR. ROBERTS: It also takes two to five police 

18 cars at each of these places who do have police cooperation 

19 every Saturday morning, and that's a lot of money from 

20 each city that needs to be looked at as well. 

21 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay, thank you so much. 

22 Any questions, comments? 

23 I do want to welcome to our hearing Senator 

24 McCorquodale. 

25 SENATOR McCORQUODALE: Just in line with the questions 

26 that were being asked earlier, I'm sorry I was late and 

27 you might of already gone over this, is it being held out 

28 that there's a difference under the first amendment protection 
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for ting versu counseli , or is not--was 

issue raised? 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: That--we are getting to trying 

to clarify what is a counselor, and what is a picketer. 

That question has been raised Senator Rosenthal. 

I have not seen anywhere the law, in statute 

s the rights of a or proposed legislation, that clarif 

picketer versus the r s of a counselor, sidewalk counselor. 

I think it's an interesting question that we should look 

into, and we should probab have a definition. I think 

that would help all of us, and we should probably propose 

some way of allowing 

constitutional 

ters and counselors their 

along with their constitutional 

responsibilities s rd, and I think that's what 

What is the responsibility of 

within the legal framework 

we're talking about here. 

a person, who is tic 

of their constitut 

framework? 

rights, and what moves out of that 

So, 

to this morn 

t that's what we've been trying to get 

SENATOR 

confus to me in 

I guess it was a little 

t there is no constitutional right 

for picketing. There s a constitutional right for freedom 

of speech, unless we're ting that picketing is 

one way to exerc se that. I just assume that the counseling 

was exercising of speech. Both would be protected 

under the same, and I was just curious as to whether somebody 

had raised the issue. 
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CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Ms. McMillan, I think, described 

2 effectively, the difference between the two, but you might 

3 want to come back to the mike. I want you to understand, 

4 I'm not trying to cut off input, I just don't want people 

5 I up 
here who cannot follow our rules that we set up. 

6 MS. McMILLAN: No, I understand that. 

I 7 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay. You might want to I 

8 make the distinction now, as you see it, between your 

9 counselors and picketers. 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

MS. McMILLAN: I'm going to repeat what I said. 

Picketers are people who are really practicing, as you 

said that is a form of practicing your first amendment 

)right, and going in front of the abortion clinics and making 

a statement to society and the people within and without 

15 that we believe that this is wrong; whereas, counselors 

16 jare people who are not picketing, but indeed are trying 

17 to be, I guess, the last information of the other side 

18 of this issue that these woman are going to receive, because 

19 !they do not receive full information. There's no such 

20 thing as fully informed consent for the women inside the 

21 clinics. 

22 They are told about the procedure. They are not 

23 told about fetal development, or the complications, or--even 

24 women have come to us and said that the alternatives are 

25 just glossed over and literally almost thrown away, and 

26 so what we try to do is give them that information. If 

27 we had laws where this information would be given in abortion 

28 I clinics, and we tried that, then there would not be 

I 
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s--or sidewalk counselors, 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

need 

because the 

counse 

counse s could g the entire spectrum, 

but they do not do that. 

So, that that is fference is that are trying 

to the women the in rmation that they so badly need, 

and it is a form of c , you know, their first amendment 

7 rights also. 

8 SENATOR McCORQUODALE: Well, that was the point. 

9 I was--it seems 1 , then too, internally you might define, 

10 so that people know what they're going to do when they 

11 

'12 

13 

'14 

15 

16 

i7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

go out there, but 

based on the first 

just curious as 

was another basis 

versus the t 

view the right of each to be there 

, not some other law. I was 

it had been raised that there 

le--for counselors to be there 

MS. McMILLAN: Yes, I 

their first amendment. I would 

Committee may look fact 

view both as practicing 

that perhaps this 

1, complete 

counseling, by 

clin , and 

, would be demanded inside the abortion 

s wou 

sidewalk counse s. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: 

must--the counse s 

planning cl 

the patient. 

s, mu g 

in, 

the 

Now, I just wondering 

alleviate the need for 

law currently says that 

inside of the family 

11 range of options to 

if the gentleman from Department of Health Services, 

28 whose been so some of these clinics, 
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1 is looking to see if they are indeed following the intent of 
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law. If not, we ought to call on him to see if we 

can't strengthen it, because the law says you must do 

it, already. 

MS. McMILLAN: Well, Senator, yes, I agree it 

gives the options, but these women are not just giving 

the options. What they're doing is giving fetal development; 

they're talking about complications that can occur from 

first--

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: But what I was trying to 

c fy for you, is that the law already speaks to what 

11

ethneforrecesdpo,nsibilities are. Apperently, it's not being 

is what you're saying. 

MS. McMILLAN: No. What I'm saying is that the 

law says it only has to be limited. They do not have to 

1
give full information. I think when I stood up here and 

I said, "We don't give fetal development," one of the pro-

abortionists said, "Yeah, and we're not going to," or something 

to that effect. 

They know they're not giving fetal development. 

They never have. They have fought us at every turn of 

the road to give fetal development. One of the things 

\that we hear-­

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Oh, I see. I see what you're 

saying. 

MS. McMILLAN: --time and time again--

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: You're saying that we need 

to 



MS. McMILLAN: --is thut women comE· to us und 

2 suy, "We didn't know. Nobody told us. They said it was 

3 a simple, easy procedure, and that 'Well, yeah, abortion--

4 adoption is one option, but you're 15 or 16 years old, 

5 and so what is the best for you?' " 

6 They don't give the kind of alternative that we 

7 feel is really correct, and so that's why we are out there 
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8 giving--and if a law would give that, then perhaps we wouldn't 

9 need sidewalk counselors. 

10 
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CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Thank you. 

MS. McMILLAN: Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I want to move beyondj if 

you'll hold your comments and let me hear from the other 

speakers, and then with the time we have left, we'll hear back 

from you. I don't want to get off on just this one issue, 

because then we won't be able to hear other speakers. 

Marjorie Fites Seigle from Planned Parenthood, 

Orange County. 

MS. SEIGLE: Good morning, Senator Watson and 

other members of the Senate Committee on Health and Human 

Services, on behalf of Planned Parethood, Orange County, 

and 25,000 persons to whom we give services annually, I 

thank you for the opportunity to present testimony before 

you. 

I am Margie Fites Seigle, the executive director 

of Planned Parenthood, Orange County. I have been the 

executive director there for six years. 

Planned Parenthood, Orange County, has been serving 
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women and men for over 20 years. Our services include 

basic gyneco 1 and birth control services, education, 

and in and counseling. We employ 35 professional 

and support service sta 

four locations. 

persons and offer medical services 

For many years, we've enjoyed a peaceful co-existence 

wi persons who do not believe that women and men should 

have the basic right to determine whether, and or when, 

they will bear a child and accept the responsibility of 

10 parenting. We've had a few picketers at our annual meetings, 

11 and few persons expressing their concern about our opening 

12 a medical facility in South County, but nothing which disrupted 

13 nor endangered the lives of persons. That peaceful co-exis 

14 ended in late 1984. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
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During the month of December, anti-choice slogans 

were carved into the doors at our main facility in Santa 

Ana. Those slogans were usually similar to the statement, 

"Fetal heart beats life." On Sunday afternoon, December 

23rd, doing a routine check of the property, Santa Ana 

police discovered an aborted firebombing attempt. A homemade 

Molotov cocktail-type bomb had been placed adjacent to 

the building. When the bomb exploded the flammable liquid 

poured toward the parking lot rather than against the building 

due to the slant of the sidewalk. An area approximately 

five feet wide and the height of the building was scorched 

and a window was broken. We were very lucky. 

During the week of January 21, 1985, rocks and 

s of cement s ant choice slogans were thrown 
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through 11 of our windows. We had a large number of persons 

carrying signs and shouting anti-choice verbiage to our 

guests at our annual meeting. 

I received a threatening phone call at home warning 

me to "Watch my child for she would soon be dead." At 

that point, my child was 22 months old. 

What were some of the effects of these situations? 

Patients called expressing a concern for their physical 

safety prior to coming for medical services. Patient "no show" 

rate for appointments increased during the week immediately 

following the violence. Staff expressed concern for their 

own physical safety. Valuable financial resources were 

used to install a fire-heat-motion detector security system 

and to armor coat our windows. 

During a five- to six-week period, over 60 hours 

of staff time was diverted from their main responsibilities 

to respond to media inquiries. The property management 

of a medical building, in which Planned Parenthood has 

a medical facility, removed all identification signs regarding 

Planned Parenthood making it very difficult for patients 

to locate the medical office. 

Planned Parenthood property insurance was cancelled. 

Coverage was later secured at a greater cost and a $25,000 

deductible per incident. Property owners, at best, are 

reluctant to rent to Planned Parenthood. 

My home phone was tapped in an attempt to identify 

the threatening phone caller. To date, we have been very 

fortunate that no persons were injured, and that no lives 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

were lost as a result of this violence, but there's always 

poss lity. 

We do not always 9:00 to 5:00. We change 

our schedules to accommodate the needs of those persons 

who are seeking the varied services offered through Planned 

Parenthood. Some days, we begin medical services at 6:30 a.m. 

Some days, we work until 10:00 p.m. The maintenance crews 

and laboratory technologists work extremely varied hours. 

These acts were not random attempts to damage 

property. They were deliberate acts of violence meant 

to destroy. They were deliberate acts of violence meant 

to harm individuals who offer medical and educational services. 

They were deliberate acts of violence meant to frighten 

patients away from receiving basic medical services. They 

were deliberate, unlawful, and absolutely unacceptable 

acts of violence meant to do more than express a minority 

opinion that men and women should not have the right to 

choose medical and educational services that they find 

desirable. They were meant to terrorize. 

The violence has not stopped. In the last two 

weeks, bombs addressed to family-planning clinics in Portland 

were discovered. se bombs were meant to harm and to 

perhaps kill those persons opening them, and in a New York 

City family-planning clinic a bomb exploded in a bathroom 

during office hours. This bomb was meant to harm and kill 

persons seeking medical services. 

The violence against ly-planning facilities 

must be s Severe lties must be on 
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1 responsible for the direct attack upon family-planning 

2 ,md abortion file i 1 i l i<~~;. 

3 Public officials should speak loudly against such 

4 violence directed toward family-planning and abortion clinics. 

5 All law enforcement resources must be used to identify 

6 persons responsible for these acts upon family-planning 

7 and abortion facilities and to prosecute to the full extent 

8 of the criminal law. 

9 This type of violence is absolutely unacceptable 

10 in this country. This is a nation where freedom of choice, 
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whether in terms of religion, education, political beliefs, 

or personal values, stand at the very center of our history, 

our laws, and our collective experience. There is no place 

for terror. Elected officials, secure in the knowledge 

that they have public support, must lead the way. To do 

so is the very esse~ce of the American Way. 

Thank you. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Thank you very much. 

Alexandra Mendelsohn with Planned Parenthood, 

Shasta-Diablo. 

MS. MENDELSOHN: My name is Alex Mendelsohn. I'm 

director of abortion services at Planned Parenthood in 

Concord. I'm here today respresenting Planned Parenthood 

of the Shasta-Diablo affiliate which spans five counties 

in Northern California. We serve--we have, excuse me. 

We have 14 clinics in those counties, and we provide a 

variety of services. 

I'd like to clear something up before I start, and 
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t is to say that for any service that a patient comes 

to our cl ic at P Parenthood, or any other--or any 

other clinic in Californ , every patient is given a sheet 

states very clearly all the complications, all the 

dangers, and all the possibilities of any kind of surgical 

service. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Do you have a copy of that? 

MS. MENDELSOHN: No, I don't, but I know that 

it can be gotten fairly easily. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: It might be nice if you 

shared that with Ms. McMillan. 

MS. UITTI: And with us. 

MS. MENDELSOHN: Okay. Okay, I can arrange that. 

14 Informed consent is something that the Feminist 

15 Women's Health Centers and Planned Parenthood have founded 

16 providing their services on, and this is something very, 

17 very important that the anti-abortion and anti-family-planning 

18 movement is trying to misinform the public about. 

19 At the clinic that I work at, we see approximately 

20 seven to eight percent of our patients that are abortion patients, 

21 and we provide services to approximately one thousand patients 

22 a month in Concord alone. 

23 I'm very appreciative of this hearing today. I 

24 that it's obvious that it's very timely. I think 

25 it's clear from the testimony that you've heard, and 

26 the myriad of incidences that all of us have lived 

27 th, that you may not know anything, that we have a very, 

28 ry serious situation on our hands. It's a very dangerous 
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situation, and it's one that's out of control. 

It has disastrous and frightening consequences 

if it's left unattended. 

Joseph Shiedler is the major national leader of 
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the largest anti-abortion and anti-family-planning organization 

in the country. He has claimed 1985 to be the "Year of 

Fear and Pain" for abortion providers, staff, and patients, 

and he and his organization have succeeded. 

to tell you how and why. 

I would like 

We have always had picketing at clinics. We have 

always had people on the sidewalk carrying placards, 

distributing literature, and this is orderly and respectable 

dissent, but we have never experienced the harassment to 

the degree that we experience now. At the end of 1984, 

which was ended with five clinic bombings in the east coast 

in a two-week period, we experienced an increase in picketing 

and anti-abortion activity. Where before we had ten picketers 

marching quietly on the sidewalk, possibly one time a week 

for two hours, we suddenly had thirty, very vocal, very 

hostile picketers running up to patients, screaming at 

patients--"You're murdering your baby. You're committing 

a crime. Let your baby live. Let your baby have a birthday 

as you've been able to have." 

As 1985 began, again the "Year of Fear and Pain." 

Our patients and staff became targets of the kind of harassment 

that no one, exercising her legal rights, should have to 

endure. 

I would like to describe to you a typical day 
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January of 1985 for a patient. A patient calling for 

kind of service, including the 92 percent who called 

non-abortion related services, immediately expressed 

concern about the al safe Again, I want to 

remind you of the backdrop of five clinics having been 

bombed Florida, Maryland, and Washington. Of course, 

ing aware of this recent bombings, their fear was greatly 

by realizing that harassment had now reached 

their own communities. 
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Despite this, the need for services was so great 

that patients were willing to take that risk. When a patient 

called for an appointment, she was told there would be 

picketers out in front of the clinic, that the front door 

to the clinic wou be locked, and that a staff person 

would escort her into the clinic. When she drove up to 

park, in the garage or adjoining parking lot, ten picketers 

would surround the car. They were yelling and screaming 

abusively at her, at being a murderer. They made it virtually 

impossible a patient to get safely out of her car. 

As a staff person, I tried many times to intercept 

and help patients out of the car and walk them to the clinic. 

As we would walk to the clinic, we would be surrounded by 

these same ten menacing, hostile, abusive picketers, screaming, 

shoving literature, shoving babies at the patients. They 

sometimes tried to barricade the door. They sometimes 

peered into the waiting room and screamed at the patients 

side wa ing room. 

Some y s 



1 staff. They would walk them to the front door, and then 

2 they would turn around and shout at them, "But you are 

3 murdering your baby. Don't you realize that." Or other 

4 times, they dress themselves in surgical scrubs, pretending 
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5 to be doctors, went up to patients and introduced themselves, 

6 and said, "Hi. I'm your doctor today, and I'm going to 

7 chop your baby up into a thousand little pieces." 

8 When patients--

9 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: You know, I was just asking 

10 my consultant, because I've had the "murderer" thrown at 

11 me, too. You know, we have laws against slander and liable. 

12 MS. MENDELSOHN: Mm-hmm. 

13 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Murder is a felony--

14 MS. MENDELSOHN: Mm-hmm. 

15 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: --punishable in a court 

16 of law, and the Supreme Court has ruled that some abortions 

17 are legal, and I'm wondering if you can--if we can stop 

18 this kind of thing by looking at the laws for slander and 

19 liable, because I don't think that any picketer has the 

20 right to accuse you. 

21 So, I'm going to look into that, because I think 

22 that might be something that we can stop. 

23 MS. MENDELSOHN: I think it needs to be stopped. 

24 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: We talk about freedom of 

25 speech, but there are limits and conditions on that freedom, 

26 too. 

27 MS. MENDELSOHN: When patients were able to get 

28 into the clinic, they repeatedly expressed the same sentiment 
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is when you know that there is an injunction, and that 

you're willfully violating the law. You run up to a patient 

at the front door; you scream at her; you shove literature 

at her, which she does not want to accept; or you surround 

the car, and then you take off when you see a staff person 

is going to call the police. They jump into their cars, 

and they go to another clinic and do the same thing again, 

again, again, and again. 

Upon suggestions from the police department, we 

sought and acquired a more precise injunction, and this 

we received in October, recently, of 1985. Prior to the 

injunction, we had illegal activity. We had cars tampered 

with. We had tires slashed, and we had three staff cars 

blown up. Three days after the more precise injunction 

that we received in October, we again saw--

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Can you send us a copy of 

that injunction? 

MS. MENDELSOHN: Yes. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Thank you. 

MS. MENDELSOHN: We again received--we--three 

days after the injunction, we again had an increase in 

illegal activity. We had bomb threats. We had the alarm 

system to the clinic broken. We had mail opened, which 

revealed in it 50 patient names. We had the door locks 

jammed. We started to receive several menacing calls. 

The landlord, who owns our building, has been picketed 

at his house for the last five weeks, and his family members 

have been followed. 
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I think, needless to say, the 35 of us that work 

at my clinic alone are extremely tense. The environment 

provokes tremendous fear and anxiety. 

78. 

Two weeks ago, when these napalm bombs were destined 

for the Portland--and other clinics in Oregon, it frightened 

us greatly. Last week, a New York City clinic was bombed 

during working hours. They had five minutes to evacuate 

the building, and the bomb went off in the women's bathroom. 

To work in this environment requires an inordinate 

amount of courage. One takes a risk now to open the mail. 

One takes a risk to answer the phone. One takes a risk 

to see someone come into the lobby carrying a bag and not 

knowing what might be in that person's handbag. Orie takes 

a risk to go to one's car at night, and the list goes on. 

As a health care professional, particularly in 

the area of women's health, I expect disagreement. However, 

this has moved outside the arena of lawful protest and 

debate regarding the morality or immorality of abortion. 

Institutions and people are hesitant, I b~lieve, to take 

action, because they mistakenly believe that that is the 

issue. The morality of abortion is not the issue. That 

is now a separate issue. The issue is the right of individuals 

to exercise their legal rights without threat of death 

from bombs. That is what we are addressing today. 

Whatever you decide to do as a Committee; whether 

it's increase the penalties for arson, bombings, and bomb 

threats; or whether it's to create a Commission to investigate 

who these people are and how to prevent their activities; or 
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whe it's to that ringleaders not engage in 

ant -abort ac a been arrested three 

at ast years; I urge you to take action 

ate 

You are people who have the power to save 

lives. Up until now, no one has been killed, thank God, 

it is clear the situation is rapid escalating. Because 

one has s 

into the 

, because these people are taking 

own hands, it's as though they have 

a license, a license to threaten, a license to torment, 

and a license to potentially murder innocent people. 

now. 

were 

same 

I very s to intervene and do something 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Thank you. 

MS. MENDELSOHN: Thank 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: 

Ed Berg, Oakland Feminist-­

Let me just--

Yes, Senator Rosenthal. 

MS. MENDELSOHN: Yes. 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: You indicated that people 

s--

MS. MENDELSOHN: Mm-hmm. 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: --of individuals and licenses? 

MS. MENDELSOHN: Yes. 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: What would happen if you started 

ing? if, for example, you were to photograph--

MS. MENDELSOHN: We have done that. 
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MS. MENDELSOHN: If I can--

SENATOR ROSENTIIAL: And then have some citizen's 

arrest. 

MS. MENDELSOHN: Mm-hmm. 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: Have you attempted that? 

MS. MENDELSOHN: At my particular clinic, we decided 

that it would be best to have the police department do 

the arresting and not do a citizen's arrest, although we 

are well aware of that as a--as an opportunity. 

I think the problem is, is that with a citizen's 

arrest it goes to the district attorney's office, and it 

takes a very, very long time for any kind of prosecution 

to occur if there were to be any. I think that part of 

the problem is that--as other people have spoken--is that 

there is no body to directly deal with these people. 

In taking pictures, which we have done every single 

time we have had picketers, which is roughly three times 

a week for the last year--I have millions and millions 

of pictures of these people, and at this point out of, 

probably 60 picketers that we have on a regular basis, 

I've only been able to identify 16 of them. They do not 

want to be accountable for their actions. 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: Might be something that could 

be done with the 16. 

MS. MENDELSOHN: They're actually--they all have 

sentences--well, not sentences. They all have hearings 

for being in violation of the court order from now until 

some time in mid '86, that I'm aware of. 
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1 MS. MENDELSOHN: Thank you. 

2 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Edie Berg, Oakland Feminist 

3 Women's Health Center. 
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MS. BERG: My name is Edie Berg. I'm from the 

Oakland Feminist Women's Health Center. I direct the Southern 

California clinics in Los Angeles and Orange County, and 

.we also have four clinics in Northern California. 

I would like to add to the previous testimony 

that Margie gave, just to say that I think all of us have, 

over the last at least a couple of years, been involved 

in lawsuits against the picketers and anti-abortionists, 

and we have very often found ourselves in the position 

of having to do the arresting, in the form of a citizen's 

arrest, or in the Sltuation that Kathy Hodge was describing 

in Santa Ana, we were having to do the surveillance and 

the intelligence work and the arresting. 

It was our clinic manager, in fact, who had--who 

made a citizen's arrest of a person who did end up to confessing 

to two of three fires that were set there, that were obviously 

I arson fires. However, the part that she didn't include 

was that at the point when she was going to the ATF and 

doing everything but pleading to have somebody come and 

survey the clinic, because it was so obvious that the 

occurrences were happening repeatedly, that very night 

Kathy intercepted a fire that was set, and apparently this 

particular fire ~as, because of the elements that were 

used, did appear to be a more serious fire. There was 

never even any report of that fire. There was never even 
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1 we have always strived to have some kind of a distance 

2 put between the women and the picketers and some kind of 

3 a limitation of the number of picketers. 

4 Sometimes we're more successful than others. In 

5 San Diego, they were able to have the picketers removed 
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6 to the opposite side of the street. In Santa Ana, we weren't 

7 able to do that at all. The picketers were able to actually 

8 stand in the parking lot and continue accosting women. 

9 I think that would be very helpful, but I just 

10 want to remind everybody that we're talking about a woman 

11 walking into a clinic to receive medical care. She not 

12 only has a right to receive that care, she also has a right 

13 to have privacy about what that care is. When we're talking 

14 here about sidewalk counselors, I don't know where sidewalk 

15 counselors got the right to come up and say anything to 

16 anybody who's walking into a clinic to get medical care. 

17 It's not any of their business what that woman is doing 

18 there, and it's certainly none of their business to assume 

19 that she's going in there to have a particular type of 

20 procedure. 

21 I feel that this is something that often gets 

22 lost, and we tend to think that we're talking about an 

23 equal situation here. I don't think the woman, who's going 

24 in to get medical care, is an equal participant of this 

25 drama, and I don't believe that we're talking about anybody 

26 having a right to interfere with her. 

27 I wanted to talk, specifically, about the Los 

28 Angeles Feminist Women's Health Center, because a year 
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ago--actual ss a year , the clinic in Los Angeles 

was burned to , and I want to 

e I we've ta a lot 

lt s en se juri 

this, 

about the 

is 

it? Do we get a response from the police or the fire 

department or ATF? 

In the case of f Los Angeles, was a 17-alarm 

fire. It occurred on il 8th of 1985. The entire clinic 

was destroyed. It was completely destroyed. I, just on 

Friday past, received a preliminary report from the fire 

department about that fire. I had had daily contact with 

the I had daily contact with the 

13 ATF, and I had been told dai , and then weekly, and then 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

was corning, a was coming, and it monthly a 

wasn't until Fr that I was able to get a report, possibly 

through the assistance of Jane , who also inquired 

about for us. 

Several months ago, I was to that I could come 

down and pick up the report. I was given the date, and 

I went there, and I was told 

and Chief Biston, who was 

was not available, 

charge of the arson 

22 un , was not avai 

23 
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s we've gotten the report, the report lists--it 

lists the fire as a restaurant 

below us that was also damaged 

There was a restaurant 

the fire, and we are 

listed on page 5 as another business that was also damaged 

during f 

Now, reason I m such a po out 
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1 of this, is regardless of whether or not it actually was 

2 a restaurant firl!, to my knowledge, there has never been 

3 an attempt by any agency to actually determine whether 

4 or not that fire was directed at us, and we have been unable 

5 to get any response whatsoever in terms of having this 

6 happen. 

7 The other thing that I wanted to say is that it 

8 makes absolutely no difference whether it was clinic bombing 

9 or it was a restaurant fire, because in terms of our experience, 

10 as soon as that fire happened it might have--well, it's 

11 been publicized on the front page that it was a clinic 

12 bombing, because we ran into, as you can imagine, exactly 

13 jthe same problems that everyone has had in terms of this 

!violence. We had ?lmost--we were almost unable to find 

15 another location to move into, because landlords did not 

14 

16 want to rent to us. We had a contract that we were about 

17 to sign in Long Beach for another facility, and the very 

18 next day the landlord removed the contract from us. 

19 In our Orange County clinic, you've heard testimony 

20 about the endless harassment that we had down there. We 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

made the decision to relocate that clinic into a medical 

facility, a high-rise medical facility for security purposes, 

I and we almost weren't able to find a facility for the Orange 

County clinic either. 

The other thing that I want to point out is that 

on all levels, I think, it behooves some agency to determine 

27 the cause of this fire. We are--the Los Angeles Feminist 

28 Women's Health Center is the first women controlled abortion 
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planning clinic. 

Several people today have testified to the individual 

level of harassment on the part of -on the part of 

12 the terror ts. I want to underscore that and say that 
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in our experience we have also had individual threats on 

our lives, and we have also had--one of our clinic directors 

in Pleasant Hill had the steering column of her car tampered 

with, so that when she was driving along the steering wheel 

came off right her hand. 

I think that people realize, in terms of the bombs 

that were sent through the mail to the Portland clinics, 

that wetre talking about a very high level of personal 

threat here, but I also have to say that this is not new. 

It is certainly esca 

I would s 

, but it is not new. 

encourage, as I've already mentioned, 

the buffer zone as something specific that could be done. 

I have to underscore Margie Seigle 1 who testified herself, 

that our resources are just about used up, and I think 

really does state case. We are in no position 

to be the st s and police and the security 
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1 

2 

3 

I unit at the same time that we, as licensed community clinics 

~~~ in the State of California, are trying to provide recognized 

important services to women. 

4 The other thing that I have to comment on, and 

5 I think it was clear to everybody in this room, that the 

6 Dr. Rodney Brooks, who stood up here and said that clinic 

7 bombing and clinic violence is going to stop once abortions 

8 are no longer available--I have to say that I consider 

9 that a very threatening statement. I, personally, as a 

10 clinic administrator of abortion clinics, consider that 

11 a personal threat, and I can only conclude from that that 

12 the only time that this violence is going to stop is when 

13 people who hold the opinions and the beliefs that The Baptist 

14 Tabernacle Church seems to be espousing are also ceased. 

15 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Thank you very much. 

16 Any questions? 

17 Senator McCorquodale? 

18 SENATOR McCORQUODALE: Not of the witness, except 

i9 to comment that I had an interesting hearing last week, 

20 which we might ought to make the information available. 

21 This was a case of--in hearing what people say is 

22 said back and forth. This was a case of an adopted son 

23 who advised his mother and previously his father to stop 

24 taking medicine. Held himself out to be a doctor because 

25 he had attended a Caribbean medical school for a short 

26 period of time and claimed that he was a doctor, and that's 

27 all he did, but his mother died and his mother's regular 

28 physician, who is licensed in California, claims that 
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1 she died because she stopped taking her medicine. 

2 That person has now completed a little over two 

3 months in the County Jail. He's indicted for murder for 

4 a whole range of issues, simply on the basis that he has 

5 held himself out to be an advisor to a person in a medical 

6 area, and if you read the law--the code--it frightens you, 

7 because it makes it very clear that if you tell your wife 

8 that she should take an aspirin for her bad cold, and she 

9 has negative consequences in connection with it, that regardless 

10 
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12 

13 
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17 
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of how she feels about it, the district attorney may have 

grounds for filing charges for practicing medicine without 

a license. 

It's really--I had never read that code section 

juntil that hearing, but it makes me--I'll never offer free 

advice to my seat mate or anyone else, "Well, why don't 

you take a couple aspirin when you get home," and something 

in that neighborhood. 

It really is very strict and very tight, and 

the district attorney feels that he has a very good case 

and the issue of freedom of speech has been raised on the 

basis that the person was offering his opinion and his 

ideas and it's an alternative to the medicine that his 

mother was taking, and he has not backed away at all and 

filed the charges including murder and a whole range of 

other--

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I think that has some grave 

27 implications for the sidewalk counselors that we ought 

28 to look at very closely. 
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1 MS. BERG: I agree with you. I think that--I 

2 mean, we've certainly always been in favor of sharing 

3 information with people, and we certainly encourage other 

4 people to do that, but I don't think we're talking about 

5 sharing information. I think we are talking about someone 

6 who has absolutely no right to be interfering with another 

7 person's medical care. 

8 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Thank you. 

9 Naomi Keller, Planned Parenthood Affiliates of 

10 California. 

11 Naomi Keller? 

12 All right, J. Richard Olivas? 

13 MR. OLIVAS: Good afternoon. 

14 My name is Richard Olivas. I'm a--I come today 

15 as a private citizen, as someone who reads the newspapers 

16 I 
1 everyday, and I had no idea of even coming here except 

17 I somehow got a letter from you, Senator Watson, stating--

18 a letter of October 9th, announcing the hearings, and the 

19 reason I've asked to come is I think that I have something 

20 that can help the Committee in this issue, and I think 

21 it's something that both sides can agree on. 

22 I've--I don't claim to be a totally emotionless 

23 person, but I've heard a lot of emotion today, and maybe 

24 a little bit of some facts would help. 

25 There see~s to be a great deal of confusion, even 

26 in my own mind, about the number of bombings that have 

27 taken place. I hear--I heard a lady this morning say 190. 

28 I've heard--in your letter it says 300, and I read the 
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1 newspapers, and I hear this report or that report, and 

2 I'm, frankly, confused. So, I thought, well I'm going 

3 to just do a little research myself. I'm not a statistician. 

4 I'm a college graduate in English. I don't claim to be 

5 a statistician, but I did want to say, I have several ideas 

6 which I think would help you, Senator, in your efforts 

7 to end this problem, and again I want to say, I think it's 

8 something that all sides could agree on. 

9 First of all, I think that this Committee should 

10 I determine which state agency is best equipped to gather 

11 statistical information on the number of bombings. I don't 

12 know which one that would be. I don't know state government 

13 all that well, but if there's an existing committee that 

14 could--existing department that could do that, good. I 

15 think there should be a state agency which is legislatively 

16 empowered to gather statistics on abortion clinic bombings. 

17 Secondly, in your legislation, Ms.--Senator Watson, 

18 should state the different categories of offense. 

19 should give them the pow.er to develop their own categories. 

20 instance, the federal offenses, you know, bombings, 

21 arsons--there is a distinction between those two, as you 

22 know--and any other categories they want, harassment, whatever 

23 they want to develop. I suggest, and I'll give this to 

24 the Committee, I suggest that you model it after the National 

25 Firearms Act, Sections 231, 921, and 926 of U.S. Code, 

26 and the Explosives Control Act of 1970, all of which give 

27 the categories of--pertaining to bombing and explosives 

28 use. 
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Secondly, and this is very important. There should 

be, in your legislation, a requirement--not a suggestion--

it should be a mandated requirement, that the local city, 

county, etcetera, fire marshals, police departments, sheriff's 

department, etcetera, report by law every bombing incident 

to this designated agency whether it's a new agency or 

old, because it's important that things be reported by 

requirement, not voluntarily. In other words, any time 

there's a bombing in LA, it should go right to this agency, 

and they should say, "It took place on this time," etcetera, 

etcetera, etcetera. 

Secondly--or thirdly, the agency chosen should 

interact with the statistics--not the personnel, necessarily, 

but they should interact with the statistics--of the 

Explosive Incident's Report, published by Alcohol, Tobacco, 

and Firearms--I have all of them here with me--and the 

Bomb Summary Report, put out by the FBI, annually. Now, 

it seems there is a level of mistrust expressed in the 

room, concerning Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms. I don't 

care to enter into that. All I'm saying is that they have 

objective, factual statements which are more or less correct 

on the number of bombings that have taken place, and the 

state agency should avail itself of the BATF statistics 

and the FBI Bomb Su~nary. 

By the way, there are--right now, if you will 

check, there are existing agreements in every state, local, 

and county government, that I have checked into--they 

voluntarily report all data on bombings to the FBI Bomb 
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Data Center. Are you aware of the existence of that agency? 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Yes. 

MR. OLIVAS: Yes. 're -They don't give 

out a lot of , but if you'll with them 

c sely, they have everything, and they're very factual, 

and I believe they're unbiased, and I believe they deplore 

lence, and I bel they want to be obj 

as can and unbiased. 

Fourthly, this state agency that you choose should 

publish their statistics quarterly, and then again annually, 

so that public can have a--have their information. 

They have a right to know what's going on. 

Now, I might add for completeness sake, the report 

should include the , the time, the location of the 

bombing, and the extent of monetary damage for each and 

every act of lence. It be a complete, thorough, 

truthful, and accurate , no shading at all. It should 

be completely accurate. 

My point is simply this: Only when we have accurate, 

truthful statist s can 

and on can trust 

public be fully informed, 

governmental authorities 

who le them. I mean, I you agree, Senator Watson, 

that the essence of all self-serving--I mean, not self-serving, 

public-serving people as yourself, in the public interest, 

is that we have to be truthful and accurate, and that way 

people can trust us, and I think that's--there's a little 

strust as to some of the s and things, and I think, 
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1 own statistics, within the state, by someone with the 

2 independence and autonomy and trustworthiness of, say, 

3 legis tive f 1 analyst, someone that's autonomous 

4 that can be trusted, so we can go to these stats and say, 

5 "Yes. This is how many took place, at this time," and also, 

6 they should include in the stats the status of the 

7 investigation; whether there have been convictions; whether 

8 it's pending, etcetera, etcetera. 

9 I have heard, today, that the issue is not the 

10 morality or immorality of bombing, but the issue of bombings 

11 themselves. Fair enough. May I please help you, Senators, 

12 to more clearly define the issue as I see it. Now, I'm 

13 not an expert, but the way I see it is, it's not only the , 

14 bombings but it's hJW many bombings. Let me give you an 

15 example. I have here in my hand a letter from you, Senator 

16 Watson, which state , "Since 1982 there have been over 

17 300 bombing incidents nationwide on property where family-

18 planning services are offered and where abortions have 

19 been performed," 300. However, every available statistic, 

20 federal and otherwise, says, Senator Watson, that you have 

21 exaggerated this statistic ten-fold. There are only 37 

22 bombing incidents that have taken place since 1982. 

23 Now, I would--the first thing this Committee can 

24 do is this: In the interest of truthfulness and accuracy, 

25 I would ask that yo~, Senator Watson--and the other gentlemen 

26 here and the staff people--turn over to this agency all 

27 the statistics that you have. I would like for you to be able 

28 to support 300 bombings. Included in that, I would like 
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1 for you, Senator Watson, to give the date, the location, 

2 the incident--whether it was a bombing device, incindiary 

3 device--and the extent of monetary damage, and the pending 

4 status of that case, because there have not been 300 bombings. 

5 This is a unfactual statement. Regardless of which side 

6 

7 

8 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

we are on, we must be truthful in our reporting, in order 

for the government and the people to trust us. 

So, therefore, I would like for you, Senator, 

I to come forth with a list stating when and where these 

300 bombings have taken place, so that the public interest 

can be served, and these hearings and subsequent laws can 

be based on the facts and reason, rather than on emotion 

and inflated statistics. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Mr. Olivas, if there is 

one bombing, or 300, or 3,000--one is too many. I'm not 

going to quibble whether there were 37 or 300, because--

MR. OLIVAS: You stated there were 300. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: --it really--it is--It really 

is not the issue, the number of bombings. The issue, sir, 

I to frame what this hearing is all about. This is my hearing. 

1 The issue is that we do something about the bombings, so 

I,, I'm I not going to involve my Committee in dabbling over 

!what is the number or not. We have on record, this is 

information we received from the National Planned Parenthood 

organization, but if it's off by a thousand, if it'S off 

by a hundred, by twenty--

MR. OLIVAS: It's off by 260, Senator. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: is not of concern to 



i me, understand that. 

2 J think tJw 1r1 nn<lt ion you have qi.ven :is wPll 

3 taken, but I am not concerned how many. I am concerned 

4 that they are taking place at all. Is that clear? 

5 SENATOR ROSENTHAL: May I--

6 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Senator Rosenthal? 

7 SENATOR ROSENTHAL: Let me just indicate, perhaps 

8 the figures, referring to bombings, may also have included 

threats. 9 
j bomb 

I SENATOR ROSENTHAL: I understand. 

10 MR. OLIVAS: No, sir. It says, "bombing incidents." 

11 

12 MR. OLIVAS: I would like to see the stats. If 

13 I there are thousands, I've--
! 

14 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Don't take up my time with 

15 that, would you not? And would you let Senator Rosenthal--

16 MR. OLIVAS: I was given ten minutes to--

17 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Well, just hold. Let Senator 

18 Rosenthal finish. 

'19 MR. OLIVAS: Yes, ma'am. 

20 SENATOR ROSENTHAL: And so I don't know what the 

21 number includes, whether it includes threats, attempts, 

22 jdeath threats, vandalism, a whole series of things. Obviously, 
I 

23 I there are lots of statistics on all of these subjects, 

24 but I'm not--I'm not sure I know what you're getting at 

25 in terms of whethe~ or not the number is correct or not. 

26 Maybe the figure should have said, " ... 30 bombings 

27 and 270 bombing threats." Would that satisfy you? 

28 MR. OLIVAS: Well, if I understood Senator Watson 
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1 to say she's not interested in accuracy, I think that the 

2 public is. 

3 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Mr. Olivas--

4 SENATOR ROSENTHAL: But what has that got to do 

5 with the subject matter? 

6 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Right. 

7 

8 
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15 
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23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

MR. OLIVAS: Well, these hearings-­

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: Could you point--

MR. OLIVAS: Yes, sir. Yes, sir. That's a good 

question, and I thank you. 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: Okay. 

MR. OLIVAS: These hearings, sir, as I understand 

them, at least in the public correspondence, are predicated, 

at least in the opening paragraph, their predicated upon 

some allegedly 300 bombing incidents that took place, but 

in fact, they have never taken place. So, the very foundation 

of this hearing has now crumbled. It does not exist. 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: Well, that may be your 

interpretation of what's taken place here today. This is 

a Senate Committee which is trying to deal with the subject. 

I didn't come here because I heard there were either 300 

1bombings or 30 bombings. I came here trying to get some 

input from two sides as to what was actually taking place 

out there--

MR. OLIVAS: Yes, sir. 

SENATOR ROSENTHAL: --and if it's a bombing, or 

attempted bombing, or bomb threats, or you know people 

threatening lives and property, that's what I'm trying 
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to get a here. 

MR. 

afraid of is 

s. 

se--Yes, r, and those 

ri is state 

afraid of that. 

and fa sif at 

we 

and distortion 

You're on record. You 

you're on the record. 

rstand that, don't you? 

MR. s, ma'am. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: All right. 

MR. 

CHAI 

statement aga 

MR. OLIVAS 

have--

WATSON: Do 

Yes, sir-

want to make that 

s ma'am. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Well, make it aga , 9lease. 

MR. OL 

CHAIRPERSON 

s, ma'am. 

And g your name. 

MR. OLIVAS name is J. 01 s, as 

stationery, I sa at ng and is on 

we 

statistical 

California S 

sted -We are not afraid of 

government. We believe that 

be empowered to r statistics--

WATSON: Who are you--Who are the 

24 we"? 

25 

27 

MR. 

CHAI 

s ak 

MR. 

, myself and my , for one. 

WATSON: I just want to know, 

0 ? 

1 I 't cla to speak for 



one. I've come as an individual, as it says on the sheet. 

2 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay, well, you said, "as 

3 an individual," and you said, "we." 

4 MR. OLIVAS: That's right. 

5 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: I just want to know who 

6 you are speaking for. 

7 MR. OLIVAS: Yes. I believe I speak for some, 

8 but I don't claim to. Some might sympathize with me. 

9 But we are not afraid of statistical accuracy. 

10 In fact, I believe--

11 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: What were you accusing me 

12 of? 

13 MR. OLIVAS: I'm accusing you--

14 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: All right. 

15 MR. OLIVAS: --of being sloppy, Number 1, in your 

16 work. I think that 300 is a deliberate falsification, 

17 or at very best, it's a deliberate refusal to proofread 

18 your mail and do accurate gathering, and you should not 

19 take your stats from Planned Parenthood only. You should 

20 trust federal governments who are statutorily empowered 

21 I to gather these statistics. 

22 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: That's right. 

23 MR. OLIVAS: And if you 300 incidents, Senator, 

24 I'm glad. Let's see them, turn them over--

25 CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay, would you finish your 

26 testimony. 

27 MR. OLIVAS: Yes. If you have the stats, let's 

28 see them. 

99. 
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CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Would you finish your testimony? 

MR. OLIVAS: Well un ss there are some other 

s, I th I'm 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Okay, you. 

There were several le, and we're going to 

conclude this t f the hear , because we do have another 

1 one starting at 1 o'clock, and we need to give our recorder 

8 a break, dnd members need to have lunch. 

9 There were two people, yes--This young lady, that 

10 had spoken be You may come up. Identify yourself, 

11 
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27 

28 

again, at the mike, p 

MS. PASSMAN: 

se. 

name is Jo Ellen Passman. I'm 

the d ctor of the lifornia Abortion Rights Action League. 

I'll try not to po tpone your lunch any longer. 

I just want to say, on the issue of picketers 

versus sidewalk counselors, to ask the Committee not to 

try and see the 's c thes. For--to take the analogy 

of voting: If as a voter I'm sort of a bizarre voter, 

and I only vote for people who might someday serve on s 

ttee, say there s some who doesn't like I S 

I vote. Now 

go 

me about the other 

just want to tell 

a citizen, I have 4 

ther or not they are stopping me 

place, because they want to educate 

le who are running; or whether they 

don't l what I'm doing; as 

constitutionally protected right 

to vote, and th& cannot be obstructed. 

So, I want to 

your ana of the poll 

score, Senator, your idea and 

place, and to encourage the 
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1 Committee, and whatever other committees would be involved, 
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to further investigate this idea of a buffer zone. It 

would help the problem immensely. 

Thanks. 

CHAIRPERSON WATSON: Well, thank you so much. 

I do appreciate the input that we have heard this 

morning and this afternoon. I would hope that everyone 

who comes to any subsequent hearings would come in the 

best mind to provide information and not emotionalism. 

I'm sorry that we had to remove somebody from 

the hearing room. I think it's quite clear that some people 

come to disrupt, rather than to give testimony. 

I don't take lightly to accusations and allegation, 

and I want to set that out for you--straight out. This 

session is being recorded. We will review the recording to 

see if there are any allegations that would be bordering 

on the illegal. So, I just want to explain that to you. 

!
We're trying to have a hearing to hear all sides. I think 

I've been fair, but I don't like people accusing me, wrongfully. 

All right. 

MS. HODGE: Yes, you identified that I could come 

up and speak, earlier, on the same point as Ms. Passman. 

My name is Kathy Hodge, and I'm with Clinic Defense 

of Orange County. 

I also wish to say that it is quite obvious that it 

is quite a mystery to many people within our community 

what a sidewalk counselor is that is different from a picketer, 

I and that some within our group have expressed that it would 

I 
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k counselors if the picketing law 
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hard have any reason, you know, 

ss the issue of 

at all. This lS 

1 ve heard them 

l assembly 

routinely 

it today. You 

and see if that--if that is not 

WATSON: All ri 

to recess s part of the Health 

Services Hear We will reconvene at 1:15 

st on the AIDS cond ion. 
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Thank you so much. 

(Whereupon the hearing for the Health and Human 

Services Committee was recessed at 12:45 p.m.) 

-ooo-

103. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

21 

23 

24 

REPORTER S CERTIFICATE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

ss. 

COUNTY OF VENTURA 

I, TAMARA MARIE DEUTSCH, do hereby certify that the 

forego s, 1 through 103, inclusive, constitute 

a true and correct verbatim transcript of proceedings 

reported by me. 

WITNESS day of December, 1985 at 

Ventura, Californ 


	Golden Gate University School of Law
	GGU Law Digital Commons
	12-16-1985

	Interim Hearing on "Bombing of Family Planning and Abortion Clinics"
	Senate Committee on Health and Human Services
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1409768083.pdf.lLmT_

